
David Colby - Pilot 

 

David Colby was born on 1st June 1920 in Norwich to 

Victor and Lily Colby. Never very academic, he shone at 

cricket and played for Norfolk.   

War Service 

In 1939 he was working as a civil servant in Lowestoft town 

hall so, without hesitation, he joined the RAF and was sent 

to South Africa later becoming a Pathfinder pilot for 

Bomber Command from 1942. He was also part of  the 

Photographic Reconnaissance Unit taking aerial photos to 

improve the targeting of  bombs. David was awarded the 

Distinguished Flying Cross in December 1945 for his 

leadership and courage and successful missions.   

Civil Pilot 

After the war he joined British South American Airways  

as a pilot and in The Gambia in 

March 1946 he met Rita Baines, 

who was working as an air 

hostess, and invited her to  

a dance in Fajara.  

He recorded the meeting in his diary.  

Their engagement was announced in September 1946 and 

they were married in November 1946 at Trentham Church 

and set up home in Northwood, Middlesex.  

Tragic Mystery 

He was pilot of  British South American Airways Avro Tudor 

IV Star Tiger (registration G-AHNP) when it was lost during 

a multi-leg flight from Lisbon, Portugal to Bermuda. The 

plane departed the island of  Santa Maria in the Azores on 

January 29th, 1948, following a weather-related delay. 

Continuing poor conditions blew the aircraft off  course. 

After correcting their route, the captain believed they still 

had sufficient fuel to get to Bermuda. Somewhere in the 

early morning hours of  January 30th, the Star Tiger, as 

well as her crew of  six and twenty-five passengers were 

lost in the Atlantic Ocean. The probate statement says : 

“Died on or near 30th January 1948 near Bermuda, West 

Indies.”  

His daughter Caroline was born on 1st June 1948 – the day 

that her father would have been 28. 
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