
 
 
 

 

 

In Trentham church, one hundred years ago, on 27 July 1918,  
the vicar had the sad task of announcing to the congregation  

the names of all the men from the parish  
who had given their lives in the war.  

 

The vicar’s name was Archdeacon Malcolm Graham  
and this presentation has been produced in his memory 



Archdeacon 
Malcolm Graham 

1851 - 1931 
 

 A Potteries’ Parson 
 

Based on his reminiscences  
written in 1929 for  

Trentham Parish Magazine 

 

 



 

John Malcolm Alexander Graham was born in Margate in May 1851, 
where his father, Rev John Graham was the vicar at St John’s Church 
 
Rev John Graham had graduated with a double first from Trinity 
College Dublin in the 1840s and married Louise Crawshay, a widow, 
in 1847 
 
 

EARLY LIFE 



In 1853 the family moved to Lichfield, where Rev John Graham was Rector of St Chad’s Church 
He was also a Rural Dean of Lichfield and a Prebendary of the Cathedral 

 
 

He remained there as Rector for 40 years  

THE MOVE TO STAFFORDSHIRE 



The family home was an old house in Beacon Street 
with a large old-fashioned garden 

 
The children had a governess called Mrs Harries  
and were summoned to lessons by a school bell                

 

Nearby street to the Rectory in Lichfield 

GROWING UP in LICHFIELD 



Malcolm started ice skating aged 9, “when there were proper winters ” 
He skated on the Minster Pool at Lichfield  

 

He inherited a love of fly fishing and the countryside from his father  
 

CHILDHOOD PASTIMES 



The Graham household eventually became a large one 
  
 

FAMILY TIES 

Malcolm had a half brother and two half sisters and one brother and seven sisters 



In 1860, aged 9, Malcolm and his elder brother George were sent to Rossall School, 
a boarding establishment for the sons of clergymen, at Fleetwood on the Lancashire coast 

“Returning to school was marked by the tears of a loving mother and the misery  
of a boy under 10, to whom school was purgatory because of cruelty and bullying”  

1860 – 1870 - SCHOOL DAYS  

Rossall School from the sea 1878 
Photo courtesy of Rossall School Archives 



He remained at Rossall School for 10 years  
  
By the 6th form, in addition to sporting triumphs in the field of athletics,  
he also captained the cricket team, played in the 1st XV Rugby team  
and was a member of the Wimbledon rifle shooting team  

“…with the gradual development of latent powers of mind and body,  
the past was laid to rest and school life became an unmixed joy” 

Rossall School 1878 
Photo courtesy of Rossall School Archives 



 Whilst still a schoolboy he won the Staffordshire County Open Lawn Tennis Championship  
playing doubles.  The prize was a five guinea clock.  

  

Tennis proved an enduring enthusiasm throughout his life 
 



 
 
 
 

1871 – 1874 - THE UNIVERSITY YEARS 

In 1871, he went to Brasenose College in 
Oxford to study theology, aged 20 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
He  was an Oxford Blue, achieving success 
in the high jump and long jump 
 
He also played cricket for the college  
 
He maintained that: “I was not much of a 
scholar, but I was a worker” 
 
He secured an honours degree from the 
Theological School 

 



TEACHING AND ORDINATION 
 

After coming down from Oxford,  Malcolm spent time as a personal tutor,  
firstly in Scotland and then in Lichfield 

 

In due course he 
was ordained and 
commenced his 

ministry as curate 
at  

St George’s 
Church, 

Newcastle u Lyme 
in 1879 

 
He had rooms in 

Albert Street  and 
took charge of  

St John’s Mission 
Church in 

Liverpool Rd 
 

His salary was 
£120 per year 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“It was in Newcastle that God gave me the best wife a man ever had” 

His wife was Florence Louisa Coghill, daughter of Mr Harry Coghill of Newcastle  

During his time  
in Newcastle,   
he undertook 
house visits  
for the 3000 
parishioners   
 
He started a  
men’s class in the 
Ragged School 
and its 
membership 
reached 60 

CURACY in NEWCASTLE 1879 - 1882  



1882 – 1900  
THE BURSLEM YEARS 

I had no desire to settle down in the Potteries…but I became the vicar and married and spent 
19 of the happiest years of my life in the somewhat smoky atmosphere of the Potteries.” 

“One day I received a letter from the Rector of Burslem offering me the living of St Paul’s… 



 

After some unsuccessful attempts at growing cabbages,  
I turned the vegetable plot into a cinder tennis court.” 

“We were dismayed at the look of the vicarage and its surroundings,  
but it turned out to be an excellent house with a fair-sized garden 



He built the Hope Mission Room in Shirley Street, where bible classes were held  
for men and women and a Sunday School attracted 200 scholars  

Hope 
Mission 
Room 

Another mission room was built in the Sytch district under the devoted care of Mrs Bowers 
 

St Paul’s was a large parish of 11,000 
  He eventually secured  four curates, a church army captain and a lady worker  



Rev Graham held open air 
services at Burslem Wakes and 
regular temperance meetings 
 

He held men’s services once a 
month and went to the pubs 
and gave out tokens to be 
returned when the men 
attended church 

“In those days drunkenness 
was rampant and we were 
always on the temperance 
warpath.” 

HIS MINISTRY IN BURSLEM 



SPORT AND RECREATION 

“I set Mondays apart for recreation.  I used two local tennis 
courts to great advantage and I was one of the first members 
of Trentham Golf Club. 
 

I took two weeks holiday in spring and a month in the summer. 
 

The spring holiday was always fishing and invariably in Wales.” 
 

He kept a sketch book at hand to record the events of the day 
 
  



Three of the Graham’s four children  
were born in Burslem 
 

John in 1885 

Ruth in 1886  Eric in 1889 

Kenneth was born in Newcastle  
in 1901 

GROWING FAMILY  



John helping to ring the church bell Eric aged two 



BURSLEM CHURCH COMMITTEES 



BURSLEM MEN’S BIBLE CLASS 



1891 - FIRST HOLIDAY IN SWITZERLAND   

His photos and notebook captured the scenes 



 
 

“I had 29 potteries in my parish.  
 

As most of my people worked in 
the pot banks, I took hundreds of 

photographs, so that I have a 
good collection of photographs of 
all the processes of earthenware 

production.” 

He went on to record these processes in a manuscript, 
which was eventually published as a book in 1908  

and entitled Cup and Saucer Land.  
The book was reprinted in 2000 

Cup maker  
Hammersley – Over House Pottery  

PHOTOGRAPHING the POTTERIES 



Aerography at Burgess and Leigh 

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Biscuit warehouse at Doulton's 

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Biscuit placers at Burgess and Leigh   

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Fireman  
at Burgess and Leigh 

Carrying clay from the pug to the potters 
at T Hughes & Son, Longport 

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Crate makers on the canal side  

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



The Glaze Cart – Thomas Till & Sons in the Sytch  

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Glost placers at Keelings  

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Traditional manufactory – Joseph Robinson, Knowle Works 

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



Placing ware in the glost oven  Wedging the clay Moving saggars to dry 

CUP AND SAUCER LAND 



CUP AND SAUCER LAND 

Malkin, Edge & Co, Newport Lane 



In 1900, Malcolm Graham 
suffered a partial breakdown 
 

“It was with deep regret that  
I had to leave Burslem on 
Doctor’s orders. 

Saggar wall – Reed Street, Dale  Hall 

1901 - LEAVING BURSLEM  

My old tutor at Oxford,  
John Wordsworth, Bishop of 
Salisbury, offered me a living 
at Shrewton and Maddington 
in Wiltshire.” 



THE WILTSHIRE YEARS 
1901 – 1908 

“Shrewton and Maddington were beautiful villages.   
 

There was a good cricket ground and I played my last match on the Stonehenge ground. 
We used to have excellent matches against officers from various camps.” 



 
“We held men’s services once a 
month at Shrewton and the excellent 
village band used to play which was 
a great attraction.  
 
I started a choral society and we had 
an orchestra, our daughter Ruth 
played the violin.  
 

We used a pony and governess cart 
to get provisions from Salisbury.” 
 

Shrewton Church 
Maddington Church 

THE PARISH OF SHREWTON  
AND MADDINGTON  

The vicarage was located in 
Maddington, although it was 
called the Shrewton vicarage  

Both the churches  of Shrewton 
and Maddington were dedicated 
to St Mary  
 

In 1869 the two churches had 
been united under one vicar  



“The vicarage of Shrewton, built in 1704, was an excellent house with a large garden.  
Peaches, nectarines and plums grew in profusion.  There was an arbour in the garden  
with three stuccoed walls.  I set to work to paint three pottery scenes, nearly life size.  

They are still there nearly 30 years later, mellowed but still distinct.” 

THE VICARAGE OF SHREWTON 



After another breakdown in 1903, the doctor ordered rest abroad, so he and his wife decided 
to spend the time needed for a complete restoration to health in Switzerland  

 
 

 

“Our days were spent skating, tobogganing, bob sleighing and curling. 
 

And I commandeered the Dancing Room for Sunday Services.” 

1903 – CONVALESCING IN SWITZERLAND   



I had been very happy at Shrewton, 
but this call back to the old diocese 
seemed irresistible.  
 
I accepted the offer, as my dear wife 
and I felt all our old associations 
were with the Lichfield diocese, 
where my dear old father had 
worked for 40 years and where we 
had spent all of our lives since 
childhood.” 

1908 - RETURN to the POTTERIES 

“After being at Shrewton for seven 
years and completely restored to 
health, I received one morning a 
letter from the Duchess of 
Sutherland asking me if I would 
accept the living at Trentham.  



1908 – 1931 – THE TRENTHAM YEARS  

The night before his 
institution as vicar on 
All Saints Day,  
November 1st 1908, 
Bishop Legge asked 
Rev Graham to also 
take over the position 
of Archdeacon in place 
of the Rev Crump who 
was very ill. 
 
 

“I asked for a week to 
think it over. In that 
time others pressed 
me to accept the post.” 

“ So fully conscious of my defects, but feeling convinced that God would be with me  
as I endeavoured to do my duty, I returned to my old diocese  

as Vicar of Trentham and Archdeacon of Stoke.” 



“After living in the 
vicarage for two years, 
I complained to the 
late Duke that the 
house was too large 
and expensive.  
He immediately 
offered to build me 
another and to choose 
my own site.” 

The old vicarage 
was sold in 1911 to 
Mr Adolph Wenger 
and family and 
became known as 
The Priory 

ISSUES  WITH THE VICARAGE 

Photo © Britain from Above  



The new vicarage 
on The Ley 

Trentham 
Church 

The former 
vicarage 

The site chosen for the new vicarage was an elevated 
position adjoining Trentham Golf Course  
 

Archdeacon Graham commented: “The present vicarage, 
though apparently somewhat  isolated is most central, 
being about two or three minutes walk from the village. 

OLD AND NEW VICARAGE LOCATIONS 

Photo © Britain from Above  



“I am not ashamed to say that the first thing I did in 
the new premises was to make a new tennis court 
which has proved a great asset in many ways.” 

SETTLING IN 



“We believed that 
stones of the old Priory  
were embedded in the 
walls of Trentham Hall. 
 

When the Hall was 
pulled down I secured 
some of the stones. But 
the question arose as to 
what could be done 
with them… 

My late parish of Shrewton was only four miles from Stonehenge,  and it occurred to me 
 that I might make a model of the stones as a missionary lesson for passers-by.  

I had a photograph taken from an aeroplane to give me the positions of the stones.” 

STONEHENGE COMES TO TRENTHAM 



“I erected the stones at 
the end of my garden 
abutting on the public 
path to Barlaston, with 
an inscription cut on an 
upright stone. 

Passers-by were invited 
by a notice on the stones 
to call at the vicarage for 
a history of Stonehenge, 
where we also gave them 
a Church Missionary 
Society Tract, entitled:  
“A Very Savage Island”, 
about Britain before the 
coming of the Gospel  
of Christ.” 

At the foot of the stone with the inscription  
are the words:  

Jesus Christ  

the same,  

yesterday,  

today and forever 

 

HISTORY AND MISSIONARY LESSON 



“The ducal family had given up living at 
Trentham before my institution as vicar.  
 

The Duchess Millicent took the deepest 
interest in the spiritual and physical 
welfare of the people.  
 

It was a great blow to the parish when 
the Duke and his family left, as his 
daughters were splendid workers in the 
parish.” 

Malcolm Graham was often involved in 
local school, charity and art events 
with the Duchess.  
 

He also thought well of her husband, 
Cromartie the 4th Duke of Sutherland, 
who died in 1913.  
 
This death marked the end of an era 
for Trentham and the family’s special 
relationship with the church and the 
local  community.   

THE SUTHERLANDS 

Archdeacon Graham and Duchess Millicent at a Cripples Guild event   



END OF THE REMINISCENCES 

“Now these reminiscences must 
come to an end.  
 

As I take my leave of them, I must 
offer my grateful thanks to all 
those who have encouraged me to 
go on month by month until the 
records left me high and dry on the 
shores of Trentham.” 

Malcolm Graham’s own 
reminiscences end here, but 
the following slides aim to 
chronicle later events and 
activities that were not 
included in his own account…  



1914 – 1918 THE YEARS OF WAR 

Archdeacon Graham would have 
been a constant and central figure in 
the parish during the war years.  
 

He was on the platform for the well 
attended Patriotic Meeting at the 
Institute on 7 August 1915, which 
aimed to encourage and mobilise 
army recruitment in the locality.  
 

He spoke to the Church Missionary 
Society gathered at Trentham in 
1915 about the tremendous crisis 
they all faced, but in the belief that: 
“…Almost certainly one result of the 
war would be that they would find 
the world ready to receive the 
Gospel.” 
 

He attended many events for 
wounded soldiers held in Trentham 
Gardens over the course of the war. 
 
 



Archdeacon Graham would 
have comforted families 
who had lost loved ones  

BRINGING COMFORT 

Sydney Jones Leonard Johnson 
 

George Paget 
 

William Jones 
 

Joseph Bassett 
 

Joseph Bassett 

Claude Forse 
 

Tom Hemmings 
 

William Brandrick 
 



PERSONAL LOSS 

During the years of war Archdeacon Graham 
suffered the loss of two of his own loved ones.  
The first was his daughter Ruth, followed by 
his wife Florence three years later.  

RUTH  
THE BELOVED WIFE OF  

ARNOLD ALCOCK MBBS [OF GLOUCESTER] 
AND ONLY DAUGHTER OF MALCOLM GRAHAM 

[ARCHDEACON OF STOKE] AND FLORENCE HIS WIFE  
UNTIL THE DAY DAWN AND THE SHADOWS FLY AWAY 
GIVEN JUNE 10 1886, TAKEN SEPTEMBER 19 1914 

 Florence, his wife of 35 years, died on  
August 4 1917 aged 60.  Her obituary  
said: “She had been in failing health for 
some years. She was exceedingly popular 
amongst the clergy and church workers 
in the district and was greatly loved for 
her kind and generous disposition. She 
took an active part in church work until 
illness prevented her.” 

Ruth 

Florence 



SECULARISATION OF SUNDAYS 

Archdeacon Graham was keen that the sanctity of 
Sundays was preserved.  
 

 He campaigned against Sunday evening entertainments 
and wrote letters to the newspaper. 
 

The 4th Duke had promised that there would be no golf, 
fishing or boating in the gardens on a Sunday.  

He did however agree that 
the band should not be 
allowed to play during the 
time of the church services. 

The younger 5th Duke was 
in favour of a continental 
Sunday with church in the 
morning and games in the 
afternoon.  
 

He was happy for the golf 
course to be opened on 
Sundays.  



In 1924 he was involved in setting up the Society 
of Parson Painters and exhibited at their first 
public exhibition held at Trinity Church House, 
Great Portland Street in London.  
 

He is included in all their exhibition catalogues, 
from 1925 to 1931.  
 
 
 

ART AND THE SOCIETY OF PARSON PAINTERS 

In 1915 he exhibited with the Royal Cambrian 
Society of Artists in Conway 

A Yorkshire Stream No 1, undated 
Trentham Parish Church 

 

Malcolm Graham sketched and painted 
throughout his adult life. 

 

In 1929 he exhibited with 
the North Staffs Arts Society 
at the Museum and Art 
Gallery in Piccadilly, Hanley. 



TRENTHAM WAR MEMORIAL  

Archdeacon Graham was one of the instigators of the plan 
for a local memorial for fallen heroes.   
 

He chaired a public meeting on 21 March 1919  and said 
they could not allow the services of the men from the 
village ever to be forgotten.  

The memorial was eventually built in front of the 
mausoleum on a piece of land given by the 
Trustees of the Trentham Estate.  
 

It was unveiled on Sunday 3 October 1921 by 
Brigadier-General Sir Smith Hill Child When Archdeacon Graham dedicated 

the memorial cross he said:  
 

“When those names were inscribed 
the one and only fact they wanted to 
set before the eyes of the world was 
that these men died for their country.  
 

Therefore no rank or regiment  was 
added, because it was thought that all 
those who had fallen were on a level 
in making that one great sacrifice.” 



 
 
 

Tragedy struck on a dark 
evening, 2nd December 
1931, when Archdeacon 
Graham was injured in a 
road accident by Ash 
Green Corner and died 
later that night at 
Longton Cottage 
Hospital. 
 

There were many 
tributes paid to him as a 
highly esteemed and 
popular man in North 
Staffordshire.   
 

His obituary drew 
attention to his years of 
distinguished service 
and to his sporting 
interests and artistic 
talents. It concluded:   
“His loss is uncommonly 
great.”  

TRAGIC ACCIDENT 



GREAT ASSEMBLY at the FUNERAL 

A newspaper account mentions that: “ A great assembly paid an impressive 
last tribute to the Venerable Malcolm Graham, Vicar of Trentham and 
Archdeacon of Stoke since 1908, at the funeral at Trentham Church.”   
 

Eighty clergymen attended his funeral, which was conducted by the Bishop of 
Lichfield with the Bishop of Stafford reading prayers. 
 

There were too many mourners to fit into the church and the road to the 
cemetery was lined throughout by parishioners and other mourners. 
 The chief mourners were his sons, the Rev Eric Graham, who read the lesson 
and Mr Kenneth Graham.  His eldest son, Major John Graham, was abroad 
with the 2nd Worcester Regiment in Malta. 



A long time was spent in choosing a suitable memorial for such a well-loved man.  
The Graham Vestry at Trentham Parish Church was completed in 1933  

and was dedicated by the Bishop of Lichfield on 10th September in the same year.  

IN MEMORIAM 



 
 

Produced by Marilyn Vigurs  
and members of the Trentham World War One Project 

 
Largely based on Malcolm Graham’s own words 

with images from the albums and notebooks 
from the Graham family archive 

 
Particular thanks to Veronica Perrin for her generous support for this project 

 
Additional material from various sources  

 

 
 
  
 

Archdeacon Malcolm Graham 
 A Potteries Parson 



 
Further information about Trentham during World War One 

available on the website 
http://trenthamwarmemorial.org.uk/ 

and the Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/trentham100yearsago/ 

 

 

Thank you for watching! 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Archdeacon Malcolm Graham 
 A Potteries Parson 

http://trenthamwarmemorial.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/trentham100yearsago/

