The Canal at Trentham

Horse drawn boat and canal wharf [photo courtesy of the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery]

The Trent and Mersey Canal was completed in 1777 and was used to
transport goods. Prior to the canal, everything had to be carried by
packhorse along roads which were often difficult to travel. It was
expensive having to pay tolls and breakages were common.
The canal in Trentham was used to take gravel from the Trentham
Estates by narrow boat from the wharf behind the smithy. A great deal
of gravel and stone could be carried with just one horse to pull the
boat. Boats would also carry raw materials for pottery and finished
goods from the manufacturers to retailers in London and Liverpool and
also for export abroad in large ships. By 1916 much of the canal trade
had transferred to the railway but some boats were still in operation.
The wharf was run by Arthur Ainsworth Snr who lived at Hem Heath
Farm on the other side of the canal near to the Trentham Hotel, where
in 1911 he was a wheelwright and dairy farmer with his wife and six of
his children. One son worked on the farm and two daughters in the
dairy. Another son was a grocer. In the 1919 Trentham Estates’ Auction
the Ainsworths bought the farm for £2,650 and it was run by Arthur Jnr.

Queuing for boats [photo courtesy of Stoke on Trent Archives]

On Trentham Thursday, a holiday once a year for all people in the Potteries,
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Hem Heath Smithy
The smithy would have been busy repairing farm
equipment and shoeing horses, not just farm horses but
providing new shoes for the horses that pulled the boats.
They would have needed new shoes frequently and it was
important to look after working horses.
In 1911 the smithy was run by a widow, Hannah Walklate,
aged 67, who had lived and worked there for nearly 30
years. Her son Fred was a blacksmith and
another son Thomas was a wheelwright.
In the 1920s Walter Ainsworth, brother to
Arthur Ainsworth at Hem Heath farm, was
running a garage business in part of the

The Smithy and house 1919 [Trentham Estates Auction Catalogue]

smithy and he went on to develop a
successful taxi firm and own an extensive
collection of cars.

Trentham Service Station 1960s [private collection]

