


ADG680- Werburgh starts a Nunnery

Werburgh was a princess, the daughter of King p—
Waulfere of Mercia and spent her early life at Bur i(*@ i
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Her uncle, King Ethelred charged her with g i ‘”.g;s
converting Mercia to Christianity K

She founded a nunnery at Trentham on the site
the present church

She founded others including Hanbury near
Burton on Trent and Weedon in Northamptonshir
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She set an example of holiness, healing, S ] SAINT\WIRRURGA| 42
hospitality, humility and hope T W WS

Werburgh may have been trained by St. Chad
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ADG699¢ Werburgh dies

A Werburgh died on 3 February in AD699
of natural causes aged 50

A Folklore says she died at Trentham, but
It was more likely at Threekingham in
Lincolnshire

A In accordance with her stated wish she
was buried at Hanbury

A In AD708 her remains were dug up and

her bodywas found to be miraculously
Intact

A This was addegroof of her sanctity and
Hanbury became a place of pilgrimage




AD875¢ Werburgh moved to Chester

A Fear of a Danish invasion, prompted the
removal of her body to Chester for safety
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before its onward journey

A In Chester her shrinedzame a great place
of pilgrimage
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The penitential cross in the burial grounds of Her shrine can be found in
Trentham Church was erected as a memorial Chester Cathedral



1086¢ Trentham & the Domesday Bool

Trentham is described as a Royal Manor and valued at 115 shillings
Total population 18 households

Households8 villagers. 7 smallholders. 1 free man. 1 rest.
Ploughland:3 ploughlands 1 lord's plough teams. 6.5 men's plough teams.
Other resources0.5 leagues Woodland

Lord in 1086King William
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Tenantin-chief in 1086King William
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1100¢ Priory built

William Il gave Trentham to Hugh Lupus
1st Earl of Chester and nephew to William | |z-%s
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He built an Augustinian Priory, dedicated to
St Mary and All Saints, on the site of the
Nunnery


http://www.medievalists.net/2014/04/12/augustinian-canons-england-wales-architecture-archaeology-liturgy-1100-1540/augustinian-canons-regular/

1152¢ Priory restored

Ranulf de Gernon,"4Earl of Chester,
restored or rebuilt the Priory
on the same site
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Church date from this time,
although they were rebuilt
and reshaped in the 1840s



1162¢ Papal Blessing

A Shortly after Ranulf's death in 1152,
King Henry Il reclaims the manor of
Trentham for the Crown, creates a
deer park and may have taken over
patronage of the priory.

1162- Pope Alexander lll confirms the
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the Church of the Blessed Virgin and
All Saints and the Augustinian monks
at Trentham




1400sc Pilgrims and hospitality

142 /¢ Henry VI bestowed on the Canons of Trentham land for
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Trentham was in the direct line of pilgrim routes, for those going
to south to Canterbury or north to Chester




1500s- Enter the Levesons

1536¢ Priory seized by Henry VIl
and leased to Richard Trentham

1538¢ Henry granted the Priory
estates to Charles Duke of
Suffolk, who sold it almost
Immediately

1540¢ Estate bought by
James Leveson, a wool
merchant from Wolverhampton§
The priory became a private
dwelling house. Eventually
passed to Richard Leveson




1600s- The Levesons Rebuild

1633- Sir Richard Leveson pulled

down the Priory and built an
Elizabethan mansion and
created a walled garden at a
cost of £6000

He restored and refurnished the
adjacent church

The rood screen, holy table and
coat of arms of Charles | date
from this time

Katherine, wife of Sir Richard,
was a great benefactor to
Trentham with bequests to
widows, apprentices and a
school.



1600 and 1700g Civil War and the Gowe

1640s- Sir Richard suffered for his loyalty to
/| KNI Sa M FYR / NRYgSH
troops were billeted in Trentham Hall and
Church for a time ¢
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arms are believed to date from that time

1660- Estate passed to Sir William Leveson
Gower, the first person to adopt the family
surname Levescower, following the i
marriage of his father and mother, & e

Sir Thomas Gower and Frances Levesor
in 1631 »

1700s - The family rose in prominence
through the century. Henry Holland
redesigned the Hall and Capability Brow ’
transforms the grounds

1769- Freeholders requested the repair of t
church and the building of a tower, T R )
offering the sale of bells to defray the I




1700 and 1800g Trentham Church decay

1752- Church tower removed
as unsafe and bells sold to
Wolstanton

A One bell bought from
Wolstanton and hung in
the Mausoleum

Early 1800g Dilapidation
continued and by 1840 the
church was in poor state of
repair, in comparison to the
rebuilt ducal palace behind it

1819-1 23 LIA G £ A G & (L&t pantibgdf BeNam Church prior to the rebuilding.
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loaves and 1703 gallons of
beer, served from the house
outside the churchyard



