Trentham
and its Church
The History and Heritage
of a Holy Place

AD680 - Werburgh starts a Nunnery
• Werburgh was a princess, the daughter of King
Wulfere of Mercia and spent her early life at Bury
Bank near Stone
• She was influenced by her mother’s Christian faith
• Her uncle, King Ethelred charged her with
converting Mercia to Christianity
• She founded a nunnery at Trentham on the site of
the present church

• She founded others including Hanbury near
Burton on Trent and Weedon in Northamptonshire
• She set an example of holiness, healing,
hospitality, humility and hope
• Werburgh may have been trained by St. Chad

AD699 – Werburgh dies
•

Werburgh died on 3 February in AD699
of natural causes aged 50

•

Folklore says she died at Trentham, but
it was more likely at Threekingham in
Lincolnshire

• In accordance with her stated wish she
was buried at Hanbury

• In AD708 her remains were dug up and
her body was found to be miraculously
intact
• This was added proof of her sanctity and
Hanbury became a place of pilgrimage

AD875 – Werburgh moved to Chester
• Fear of a Danish invasion, prompted the
removal of her body to Chester for safety
• Werburgh’s body was rested at Trentham
before its onward journey
• In Chester her shrine became a great place
of pilgrimage

The penitential cross in the burial grounds of
Trentham Church was erected as a memorial

Her shrine can be found in
Chester Cathedral

1086 – Trentham & the Domesday Book
Trentham is described as a Royal Manor and valued at 115 shillings
• Total population: 18 households
• Households: 8 villagers. 7 smallholders. 1 free man. 1 reeve. 1 priest.

• Ploughland: 3 ploughlands 1 lord's plough teams. 6.5 men's plough teams.
• Other resources: 0.5 leagues Woodland
• Lord in 1086: King William
• Tenant-in-chief in 1086: King William

Trentham Domesday entry

1100 – Priory built
William II gave Trentham to Hugh Lupus
1st Earl of Chester and nephew to William I

He built an Augustinian Priory, dedicated to
St Mary and All Saints, on the site of the
Nunnery

1152 – Priory restored
Ranulf de Gernon, 4th Earl of Chester,
restored or rebuilt the Priory
on the same site

The Norman pillars in today’s
Church date from this time,
although they were rebuilt
and reshaped in the 1840s

1162 – Papal Blessing
• Shortly after Ranulf's death in 1152,
King Henry II reclaims the manor of
Trentham for the Crown, creates a
deer park and may have taken over
patronage of the priory.
1162 - Pope Alexander III confirms the
priory’s endowments to John, Prior of
the Church of the Blessed Virgin and
All Saints and the Augustinian monks
at Trentham

1400s – Pilgrims and hospitality
1427 – Henry VI bestowed on the Canons of Trentham land for
cultivation…and the “hospitalities of the house”
Trentham was in the direct line of pilgrim routes, for those going
to south to Canterbury or north to Chester

1500s - Enter the Levesons
1536 – Priory seized by Henry VIII
and leased to Richard Trentham

1538 – Henry granted the Priory
estates to Charles Duke of
Suffolk, who sold it almost
immediately

1540 – Estate bought by
James Leveson, a wool
merchant from Wolverhampton.
The priory became a private
dwelling house. Eventually
passed to Richard Leveson

1600s - The Levesons Rebuild
1633 - Sir Richard Leveson pulled
down the Priory and built an
Elizabethan mansion and
created a walled garden at a
cost of £6000

• He restored and refurnished the
adjacent church
• The rood screen, holy table and
coat of arms of Charles I date
from this time
• Katherine, wife of Sir Richard,
was a great benefactor to
Trentham with bequests to
widows, apprentices and a
school.

1600 and 1700s – Civil War and the Gowers
1640s - Sir Richard suffered for his loyalty to
Charles 1 and Cromwell’s Parliamentarian
troops were billeted in Trentham Hall and
Church for a time
• The musket holes in the Church’s coat of
arms are believed to date from that time
1660 - Estate passed to Sir William LevesonGower, the first person to adopt the family
surname Leveson-Gower, following the
marriage of his father and mother,
Sir Thomas Gower and Frances Leveson
in 1631
1700s - The family rose in prominence
through the century. Henry Holland
redesigned the Hall and Capability Brown
transforms the grounds
1769 - Freeholders requested the repair of the
church and the building of a tower,
offering the sale of bells to defray the costs

1700 and 1800s – Trentham Church decays
1752 - Church tower removed
as unsafe and bells sold to
Wolstanton
• One bell bought from
Wolstanton and hung in
the Mausoleum
Early 1800s – Dilapidation
continued and by 1840 the
church was in poor state of
repair, in comparison to the
rebuilt ducal palace behind it

1819 - Hospitality to “poor
travellers” amounted to 1590
loaves and 1703 gallons of
beer, served from the house
outside the churchyard

Last painting of Trentham Church prior to the rebuilding.
Painted in 1842 by Thomas Kirby of Ash Green

1800s - Enter the Sutherlands
1803 - George Granville Leveson-Gore
succeeded to the title 2nd Marquess
of Stafford. He was married to the
richest heiress of the day, Elizabeth
Countess of Sutherland.
• He controlled her Scottish estates and
instigated the Highland Clearances

1808 – Completion of the Mausoleum
designed by Charles Tatham. New
wings were added to the Hall

1833 - George was created 1st Duke of
Sutherland, but died six months later

1834 - A monument to him was built and
he can clearly be seen overlooking
the Trentham estate

2nd Duke rebuilds Trentham Hall
1833 – George Granville,
2nd Duke of Sutherland
and his wife Duchess
Harriet embarked on an
extensive rebuilding
scheme of the Hall with
the renowned architect
of his day, Sir Charles
Barry. The orangery,
sculpture gallery and
clock tower were added
1840 - Trentham Thursdays
began for local people to
enjoy the fresh air

2nd Duke rebuilds Trentham Church
1842-43 – Trentham Church
was extensively rebuilt
• The Norman pillars were rebuilt
stone by stone, but with new
pointed arches in the Gothic
style
• Plans for a cupola or tower were
dismissed on the grounds of
costs, which were estimated
between £1869 and £3390

• It served the dual function as
the parish church and a private
chapel
• The family had their own
entrance from the Hall and a
family pew in the gallery

Excerpt from “My Reminiscences” by Lord Ronald Gower F.S A.
[Son of the 2nd Duke and Duchess Harriet] Published 1884
“When Barry was changing the exterior of plain old Georgian Trentham into
the semblance of an Italian palace, he had the incredibly bad taste to
suggest that the church, with its fine Norman pillars, should be converted
into a building more suitable to the Italian fashion of the hall. Luckily, my
parents had better taste than their architect.”

1844 – Church Reopened
1844 - On Sunday 28 July the
church reopened for services
Painting capturing the rebuilt interior
with gas lamps, tiles and eagle lectern

As a token of their
gratitude for the
rebuilding of the
Church, the
parishioners gave
the Duke a sum of
money to purchase
a font

1847 – Trentham Society Wedding
October 1847 –
Lady Caroline LevesonGower married the
Marquis of Kildare
• Guests enjoyed a
reception in the main
dining room
• Tenants dined at the
Trentham Inn
• Members of the
household were given
a ball at the Hall

rd
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Duke of Sutherland
1861 - 2nd Duke died. His coffin was made by
his workmen and carried by 16 estate
workers. 600 tenants attend the funeral
1868 - Harriet Dowager Duchess of
Sutherland died and her monument lies
in the Sutherland chapel

1869 - The 3rd Duke, George SutherlandLeveson-Gower opened the New Infirmary
• The Duke was friendly with Edward Prince
of Wales and the Duchess was mistress of
the robes to Queen Victoria
• The Duke scandalised Victorian society
through his affair with Mary Blair.
He died in 1892

Monument to Duchess Harriet
Excerpt from “My Reminiscences” by Lord Ronald Gower F.S A.
[Son of the 2nd Duke and Duchess Harriet] Published 1884
September 1871
“Returning south…..I passed a few days alone at Trentham, where [Matthew]
Noble’s monumental tomb of my mother was being placed in the church.”

Later the same year
“I was again at Trentham for the anniversary of my mother’s death. The
monument is now completed and in its final place in church. Worked and
executed with loving care and skill, it is marvellously faithful to the original.”

4th Duke and Duchess of Sutherland
1892 – 4th Duke Cromartie SutherlandLeveson-Gower succeeded his father
• He had married Lady Millicent St ClairErskine in 1884
• She was a society hostess and social
reformer and showed interest in the
conditions of pottery workers
1900 – She set up the Potteries Cripples'
Guild to help crippled children from the
Staffordshire Potteries
1908 – She organised a Grand Bazaar at
Trentham to raise funds for the Guild
• The Duke was for many years Master of
Foxhounds of the North Staffordshire
Hunt. He died in 1913. Millicent died in
1955

Decline of the Sutherland era
1905 – The Sutherlands abandoned
Trentham Hall, in part due to
pollution of the River Trent
1908 – Hall offered to Staffs County
Council, who declined
1910 – Hall offered to the newly
federated borough of Stoke on
Trent, who declined
1910 – Gardens opened to the
public on weekdays as
“gardens and pleasure grounds”
1911 – Fixtures and fittings
auctioned off and demolition of
the Hall began
1912 – Demolition completed
1919 – Much of the Trentham
estates sold at auction

The Church in the early 1900s
1911 – NEW VICARAGE built on The Ley to
replace the old Parsonage behind the
Mausoleum
1912 – DAMAGE caused to the Church as
the Hall demolished
1914-1918 – CHURCH INCOME and size of
congregation fluctuated
1918 – HANCHURCH CHAPEL OF EASE
closed
1920 - SECULARISATION of SUNDAY
advocated by the new Duke
1936 – GRAHAM VESTRY completed in
memory of Archdeacon Malcolm
Graham, Vicar of Trentham 1908-1931,
who was killed in a road accident

Archdeacon Malcolm Graham

A new era for Trentham Gardens
The estate retained control of the gardens and park and
golf, tennis and bowling facilities were developed
1931 – Trentham Gardens Ltd established and the ballroom
was built
1935 – Opening of the Art Deco outdoor swimming pool.
Norman Wainwright, local swimming champion, took
the first swim and it became his swimming base

1939 – The Central Clearing House of the Bank of England
moved to Trentham at the outbreak of war
1940 – Trentham served as a transit station for allied troops
and temporary home to the French Foreign Legion
1950s –> Trentham became celebrated as a venue for
dances and entertainment with many famous
performers

The Church in the 1940s
1940s – FREE ACCESS to
Gardens for worshippers after
services

1941 – OFFER by the Trustees

of the late Duke of Sutherland
of property at Trentham church
to the Diocesan authorities,
whilst retaining their patronage
over the church

PLAQUE DEDICATED TO
THE MEMORY OF MR
FRANCIS EDWARDS of the
Cripples Guild given by Duchess
Millicent and placed on the
south wall of the church

The Church in the 1950 and 60s
POST WAR the church was
thoroughly cleaned and
temporary repairs made

1950 - ORGAN, presented
by Duchess Millicent in 1894,
was rebuilt and modernised

1958 - APPOINTMENT
of VICARS Last vicar to be
appointed by the Sutherland
family as patrons

1960 - LAND OFFERED
to build a new church or sister
church on the New Inn Mills
part of the estate was declined
Church in 1960

Rev Ramsden 1958 - 1977
Rev Francis Ramsden was the last vicar to be
appointed by the Sutherland family.

He introduced a successful stewardship scheme
to increase church finances in 1960

Women parishioners giving their time
and talents in the old Parish Hall in
the 1950s

Trentham Vicars – 1977 - 2016

Rev Eric Hamlyn
1977 - 1985

Rev Nigel
Di Castiglione
1997 - 2010

Rev David Marsh
1986 - 1996

Rev Everton Macleod
2011-2016

Trentham’s changing fortunes
1979 – Estate sold to John Broome for
development into a leisure park, similar to
Alton Towers, but the scheme did not proceed
because of subsidence
1984 – National Coal Board bought the estate
1985 – National Coal Board drained the Lake and
reinforced the banks
1986 – Swimming pool demolished
1994 – Trentham Church celebrated 150 years
since its rebuilding with the Countess of
Sutherland as Guest of Honour
1996 – St Modwen bought Trentham with the aim
of turning it into a premier tourist destination
2003 – Permission granted and £100 million
rejuvenation started

1989 – 1994 Countdown to 150th Anniversary

1994 – 150th Anniversary
July 1994 - Publication of Trentham – A Church
Through History by June Steed after 5 years research

L-R June Steed, Marian Beckett, Lord Mayor of Stoke on Trent,
the Countess of Sutherland and Rev David Marsh

1994 - A year of celebrations included: a dinner
with guest of honour , the Countess of Sutherland,
concerts, barn dances and open air sermons

1999 – Festival of Flowers
• Sharing the beauty and peace
of the church

• Offering a welcome to people
in the community

Trentham Awakes!
2004 – The new Trentham
Gardens open to the public
2005 – The Monkey Forest
opened
2010 – Winners of European
garden award

2012 – Fairy Trail introduced
2015 – 500,000 visitors recorded
2016 - Capability Brown
tercentenary celebrations
Trentham Gardens continue
to breathe new life into
an historic landscape

The Church in the Gardens 2010

Trentham Church from 2000
• The Bishop of Lichfield charged
the Vicar of Trentham with
combining heritage and
renewal
• Restorations include:
the Commandments Board,
the gallery, the Coats of Arms…
• Choir pews removed and a dais
installed for greater freedom in
worship
• Font moved to allow greater
room for church activities

The church continues to flourish
like the estate to which it has
been closely attached for nearly
1400 years

Route of Two Saints Way
The Two Saints Way is a 92 mile pilgrimage route which has been recreated
between the cathedral cities of Chester and Lichfield. The two saints are St
Werburgh and St Chad. It opened in 2012 : the guidebook was published in 2015

Trentham Church, with its close association
with St Werburgh, is on the route

Current Vicar

Rev Adrian Stone and his wife Esther

The Church by the River
• Trentham Church was planted by a river to share the
love of Jesus
• It was a place of hospitality and refreshment,
prayer and healing, learning and discipleship.
• We build on these foundations today, longing for the
deep wells of God’s love and mercy to flow through
our lives, church, community and beyond.
• “Seeking the heart of God” is the first of our 5 values
www.trenthamchurch.org.uk
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