Trentham Church of England School
A boys' school was first opened in Trentham in 1674.
A girls' school was established by the Duchess of
Sutherland before 1840. When education was
introduced for all children in 1870 local schools were
reconstituted as Trentham Church of England School.
A new building for boys, was built by the Duke of
Sutherland in the familiar half timbered style on the
Stone Road, next to the Mausoleum. It opened in 1877.
A girls’ school was added in 1896 and extended in 1902
to accommodate infants. In 1916 there were 236 pupils.
Entering via an open porch at the front of the building, a
door opened onto a corridor to the right of which were
two classrooms divided by sliding doors. This was the
infants’ accommodation. On the left of the main
corridor was a further classroom for older children.
The school was lit by gas

Trentham School about 1930 [photo courtesy of William Salt collection]

and heated by open fires.
Prize Day at Trentham School 14th June 1912

In the 1960s the school

Headmaster, Mr Forse, reported three new subjects had been

was no longer adequate

added to the curriculum: bee-keeping, poultry-keeping and

for the increased

woodwork. He stressed that these subjects were not taught

population. It was closed

for the purpose of turning out professional poultry keepers,

in 1962 and demolished

but were used as a foundation for other school work.

in 1965.

Her Grace the Duchess of Sutherland, who took a keen
interest in the education of local children, said that life had
changed and it was no longer “like father, like son, like mother,
like daughter, and it was every man for himself and every
woman for herself. Those would prosper best who had taken
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advantage of every facility that came their way and learned to
use their own initiative. Real men and women were always in
demand, especially in our great overseas dominions.”
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Gardening class with Mr Forse the headmaster [private collection]
Trentham School children 1915 [private collection]

Claude Ramon Forse was
headmaster from 1905 to
1916, when he was sent to
the Front. He was killed in
action in Flanders on 30th
April 1918. His grave is at
Ebblinghem Cemetery and
his name is inscribed on
Trentham War Memorial.
His wife Margaret was also
a teacher and continued
to teach at the school for
many years following his
death. She died in 1973,
The Schoolmaster’s House 1912 [private collection]

aged 93.

Claude Forse with his wife and eldest son [family collection]

