Dalryflelds, Trentham: A 19303 Housmg Estate
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These notes have been produced for a history walk around the estate at Dairyfields, Trentham, and its
v1c1n1ty The purpose of the walk is to look at the contribution made by the individuals and organisations

involved in the development and construction of the Dairyfields Estate in the 1920s and 1930s. These
included the agents acting on behalf of the landowner (the Trustees of the Duke of Sutherland), the
developers, the architect, the builders and the owners of the houses on the estate.

The estate was built on the Dairy Field which takes its name from the adjacent building, originally “The
Dairy House,” or “The New Dairy;” now “The Old Dairy House,” currently occupied as a hotel. There is a
great deal of confusion about the history of this building. In a number of recent publications it is stated
that Charles Barry designed the present Dairy House for the Second Duke of Sutherland and that it was
built in 1840. Charles Barry, as part of his contract for the rebuilding of Trentham Hall, certainly
designed a dairy for the Duke of Sutherland, which was constructed between 1841 and 1842. However,
this was located not by the entrance to Trentham Park but in the courtyard behind Trentham Hall. Here,
on the lower east side of the courtyard is the former sculpture gallery set off by an Italian clock tower. The
base of this tower formed the entrance to the dairy, which accounts for the Latin inscription on the
riverside “Lac non deficit,” roughly “Here milk is plentiful.” The old dairy is identified on the extract from
the 1877 Ordnance Survey map above. The premises included accommedation for the woman in charge of
the dairy: Mary Lockley, aged 84 in 1881, and Emma William, aged 26 in 1891. We know a great deal
about the running of the dairy in the fifty years between 1840 and 1890 because there are numerous
records relating to it in the Sutherland Collection in Staffordshire Record office. These include the milk
book which records the amount of milk received daily from the home farm, the milk issued to the servants,
the poulterer, gamekeeper and other estate employees, the amount used for butter and cheese and the
surplus returned to the farm.



THE NEW DAIRY HOUSE IN TRENTHAM PARK

In the mid 1890s plans were prepared for a new dairy house just inside Trentham Park. It is said that the
building was constructed at the request of the Duchess of Sutherland not only to improve the conditions
under which butter and cheese was produced for the estate but also to provide separate accommodation for
the dairy maids who were formerly housed near the grooms in the stable yard. No documentary evidence
has been found to substantiate this statement and the census returns show that only one dairy maid was
recorded as resident in the house in 1901 — Martha Perrins, aged 24, born in Taunton, Somerset, whose
occupation was given as “Dairy work.” There was also a visitor in the house, Agnes Kirkham, aged 17,
presumably a friend of Martha Perrins. T

There are eleven plans of the new dairy in the Sutherland Collection in Staffordshire Record Office. One of
these is signed “T Roberts” and dated “20 Aug 1895,” which clearly shows that the building was designed
by Thomas Roberts, the estate surveyor, in 1895. Thomas Roberts came to Trentham in the late 1840s and
over the next fifty years, until he retired in 1897, was responsible for designing numerous buildings on the
Trentham estate. His commissions included cottages in Trentham village, in the 1870s and 1890s, St
Luke’s church at Tittensor, erected in 1880-82, and the Trentham Institute and the school for boys and
girls constructed on the east side of the Stone Road in the mid 1890s. The new Dairy House in Trentham
Park, like these other buildings, incorporates a substantial amount of timber in the design. The surviving
plans in Staffordshire Record Office include a ground floor plan of the house recording the use of each
room. These included a churning room and butter making room, a kitchen, pantry, scullery, and a sitting
room. There is no nineteenth century plan for the first floor but here the rooms were presumably occupied
as bedrooms. The most striking feature of the building was the attached octagonal dairy. This had a slate
shelf running around the inside, lit by a window on seven sides, and a doorway on the eighth, with a
marble table in the centre. Malkin and Edge’s encaustic tile works, in Middleport, Burslem, supplied the
floor tiles. Around the outside was a verandah. Some of these features are visible in the photograph
below, which possibly dates from the mid 1920s. By this date the house and its surroundings had been
substantially altered. -

After the demolition of Trentham Hall in 1911-12 the Dairy House was substantially extended so that by
the early 1920s it was three times larger than it had been in the mid 1890s. There are two plansin
Staffordshire Record Office, unfortunately undated, showing the ground floor plan and first floor plan of
the extended house. The ground foor now contained a living room, dining room, silting room, dressing
room, kitchen, pantry, cloakroom, plus bathroom and several bedrooms. On the first floor were three
bedrooms and a bathroom, with mohair and Wilton carpets in the corridors. The octagonal dairy was now
used as a “Smoke Room.” The front of the Dairy House was also densely planted with trees and shrubs to
screen it from visitors to Trentham Park. Correspondence between Frederick Todd, the resident agent at
Trentham, and B A Prowse the chief agent who lived in London, indicates that the Dairy House was used
by members of the Leveson Gower family and their friends whenever they were at Trentham and that it
was also used to accommodate Prowse on his regular visits from London. In the mid 1920s a new use was
proposed for the Dairy House. In 1926 Stoke-on-Trent Council signed a provisional lease with the trustees
acting on behalf of the Duke of Sutherland undertaking to construct a new 18 hole golf course in Trentham
Park for which the Dairy House was to serve as a club house. These plans came to nothing and a new golf
course was laid out further west on its present site in the 1930s.
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ABOVE: Extract from the Ordnance Survey Map, scale 1:2500 (enlarged), showing the new Dairy House in
1898.

BELOW: Extract from the Ordnance Survey Map, scale 1:2500 (enlarged), showing the extended Dairy
House in 1922-23.
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THE KENNELS IN WHITMORE ROAD, TRENTHAM

One other group of buildings which was to have a major impact on the development of the Dairyfields
estate, were the Kennels in Whitmore Road. The first kennels on this site were built in 1845-46 to a
design produced by Charles Barry. They housed the gun dogs, which were the responsibility of James
Pearson, the estate gamekeeper, who lived in an adjacent house. In 1862 the North Staffordshire Hunt
moved from Wolstanton to Trentham, and Thomas Roberts produced plans for alterations and extensions.
The kennels were substantiaily enlarged to accommodate the fox hounds on the ground floor with sleeping
accommodation for some of the hunt servants on the first floor. The gamekeeper’s house was taken over by
the Huntsman. The view above shows the enlarged kennels ¢.1900. Below is a picture from the Illustrated
London News of 10 February 1866 when the Prince and Princess of Wales came to stay at Trentham Hall
and took part in a meeting of the North Staffordshire Hunt. In 1874 the Marquis of Stafford (later Duke of
Sutherland) became master of the hunt, an office which he held for almost thirty years until 1902.
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In 1919, when the Trentham estate was offered for sale at the Kings Hall in Stoke, the Kennels occupied
by the North Staffordshire Hunt were included in the sale. The auction particulars are reproduced below
and on the next page with an extract from the accompanying map on page 7. As the particulars show on
page 6 the North Staffordshire Hunt then paid no rent for the kennels. The hunt did not have the means
to buy the premises but continued to occupy the buildings in the 1920s as tenants of the Trentham Estate
paying a rent of just over £130 a year. However, their income fell dramatically after the Wall Street crash
in 1929 and the onset of the Great Depression so that they had to give up the kennels in 1930. In that year
Frederick Todd, the agent at Trentham, leased the kennels for seven years to the Albion Greyhounds
(Glasgow) Litd.

Trentham.

| LOT 144.
Trentham Kennels

situate at-Tr_entham'and opening on to the Main Road leading from Trentham to Whitmore.

These Extensive Premises consist of the Kennels, together with

the necessary Out-buildings therewith ; Huntsman’s House, 2

‘Modern and Excellent Cottages, also Shrubberies and Pasture
"~ Land, the whole having an Area of 16A. zR 1 P.

THE KENNEL BUILDINGS—all Brick-built and Tiled except where otherwise stated—
consist of the following :— :

Main Entrance with Carriage Approach to the Kennels and communicat.ng with High Road
through paif of Iron Entrance Gates flanked by

Two Stone-built Entrance Lodges.

The Entrance from Maip Gateway is by way of Flagged Way leading to ‘Ma'n Buildings,
such way flanked on either side by

Two Grass Dog runs, enclosed with Lofty Iron Palisading on Brick Foundations and 'nter-
sected at Right angles by

Second Flagged Passage Way giving access to
Paved Yards enclosed with Iron Palisaded Fences, and fronting to

Six Dog Lodges.
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The Flagged way to Main Entrance terminates with Entrance to Draw Room, opening on
to Feeding House and with Two Bedrooms over, Boiling House, Cooling Room with slated
vats for mixing of Dog Food, Passage Way leading to Mess Room and with Straw Loft over;
Second Mess Room with Meal Room over.

g

Underneath Boiling House is Stoke Hole.
To rear of Main Buildings is enclosed Manure Yard.,

Detached from the Main Block of Buildings are Cart Shed, Slaughter House with Enclosed
Yard and E.C. SRR

"Situate in Croft adjacent to the Main Buildings is range of Five Puppy Sheds fronted with
Yards enclosed by iron palisaded Fence.:

The accommodation in the HUNTSMAN’S HOUSE consist of on the Ground Floor : Entrance
Hall, Dining Room, Drawing Room, Sitting Room, Kitchen, Pantry, W.C.

On the Chamber Floor Landing : Four Bedrooms, one of which is converted for use as Bath
Room, W.C. : . i

Opexiing on to Back Yard is detached Wash House,
THE OUTBUILDINGS consist of Stable with standing for two, Loose Box, Saddle Room,

~ Corn Store all with lofting over, Cow House with tying for two, Pig Stye, Enclosed Manure
Yard. : :

TWO COTTAGES—the first which of contains Entrance Lobby, Sitting Room, Kitchen, Pantry,
Wash House, Coal House, Landing, Three Bedrooms.
Also E.C.

In the SECOND COTTAGE the accommodation consists of Entrance Lbbby opening from
Verandah, Sitting Room, Kitchen, Scullery, Pantry, Coal House, Landing, Three Bedrooms.

Also E.C.
THE TIMBER on the land has been measured up and valued at controlled prices at £52 0 0.
The Premises are connected with the Trentham Private Water Supply.

. Tenants :—THE NORTH STAFFORD HUNT.

_Pre;ent Yearly Rent: Free.
Gross Rateable Value £96 5s. 0d.

QOutgoings :—Nil.
Notice to quit has been given which will expire with 25th March 1920.

SCHEDULE.
Parish of Trentham. : : AREA. AREA,
NO. ON PLAN. DESCRIPTION. ACRES. A. R. P.
Pt. 223 Yard, etc. .. o - .. w5 *
369 Huntman’s House, Kennels, Paddock, etc. 2.041

370 Pasture s i : 8.543
403 » .o o .. oie .o 1.335
Pt. 476 Two Cottages, Plantation, etc. .. s 3.828
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DAIRY FIELD

It took several years for Frederick Todd and the solicitors employed by the Trentham Estate to complete
most of the transactions entered into at the auction held at the Kings Hall in Stoke in 1919 and they were
still trying to disposelj of unsold lots by private contract during the 1920s. Sufficient progress had been
made by the mid 1920s for the chief agent to consider the development of the land in the vicinity of
Trentham Park which had not been offered for sale at the auction in 1919. In 1925 Frederick Todd began
negotiations with Mr E B Sharpley, town clerk of Stoke-on-Trent, in an attempt to get the council to
construct a golf course in Trentham Park. The town clerk, a tenant of the Trentham estate at Toft Farm,
was an enthusiastic supporter of the proposal. A provisional lease was signed in 1926 and discussions
dragged on for another four years before the city council abandoned the scheme with the onset of the great
depression in 1930. The Trentham estate, however, did not abandon the idea because the golf course was
seen as a crucial ingredient in the development of the land around Trentham Park. Lengthy negotiations
also took place with Stoke-on-Trent Corporation over the acquisition of land from the Trentham Estate for
the proposed sewage works at Strongford. The Estate withdrew its opposition to the scheme in return for
an undertaking by Stoke-on-Trent Council that they would treat the sewage generated by development on
the estate land and that the corporation would construct any connecting sewers at its own expense.

In 1927 Frederick Todd was instructed to prepare development proposals for land along Whitmore Road
and these were ready by the beginning of 1928. These proposals had to be sent for approval byBA
Prowse, the chief agent in London and copies were kept amongst the agency records now in the Sutherland
Collection in Staffordshire Record Office. Most of the proposal for the Dairy Field is reproduced below and
on the next page.

“THE DAIRY FIELD

Description

A very desirable area of building land situate directly contiguous to and on the boundaries of
Trentham Park, across which and looking south it possesses an extensive and very beautiful view.

Throughout the whole of its northerly boundary it possesses frontage to the main road from
Trentham to Market Drayton.

In Trentham Park there is now being laid out an 18 Hole Golf Course. Trentham Gardens are in
the immediate vicinity also the Links of the Trentham Golf Club.

Trentham Park Railway Station also the trunk road between London and Manchester and
Liverpool along which there is an excellent Bus Service are less than a quarter of a mile from the Dairy
Field.

Soil:

A light loam overlying a gravely soil. The surface throughout is sound and thoroughly free from
water.

Water Supply: Disposal of Sewage; Artificial Lighting:

As regards water supply the field is diagonally crossed in a north easterly direction by twin service
mains belonging to the Potteries Water Board. One of these pipe lines has a bore of 18”; the other is 15”.

Situate about 200 yards from the north easterly boundary of the Dairy Field is the Trustees
Private Sewer of which the owners of the Dairy Field would on agreed conditions be given the right of user.
Until the former site of Trentham Hall is reached this sewer has a diameter of 12”, therefrom and to its
outfall at Strongford the sewer has a diameter of 18”.

The Corporation covenant to treat at their works at Strongford all sewage created on properties
belonging to the Trustees or their assigns. The Corporation have also covenanted that whenever it become
necessary to enlarge the diameter of the 12” length of sewer they will do so free of charge and will enlarge
it to 18”.

The Corporation gas main is carried along the roadway within about 50 yards to the north easterly
boundary of the Dairy Field.

Schedule of Quantities

Pasture: In hand

Part of Park: In hand

Part of Garden Shrubbery: In hand

Pasture let to’E'B Sharpley '
Part of Hargreaves Wood: In hand Total 27 acres 1 rood and 1 perch

Present Yearly Rental
A yearly rental of £40 17s 6d is payable by Mr Sharpley in respect of his tenancy of 20.433 acres; the
tenancy is expirable with Lady Day next.



Conditions: '

(a) The purchaser or his nominee would be given the option of purchase to remain valid until March
95t next. The purchaser would pay the sum of £50 as the consideration money in respect of the
granting of such option. The said £50 would be treated as part of the purchase money in the event
of a sale being arranged.

() The purchaser would agree with the Vendors as to the general layout of the field as a Building
Estate.

(¢) A Building Line to be agreed upon

(d) The cost of the houses to be erected in the immediate vicinity of the Park and overlooking same to
be not less than £1,200 a piece. The cost of those fronting to the Whitmore Road to be a matter for
negotiation with the Vendors. Plans in each case to be submitted for the Vendors’ approval.

(e) No premises to be erected for trade or licensing purposes.

(H The purchaser would covenant to allow the Vendors the right of user of any sewers laid out by him
and to connect with the Trustees’ private sewer; likewise of any streets to be constructed by the
purchaser, the latter on conditions to be agreed.

(® The ownership of the underlying mines to be reserved to the Vendors also the right to work them
by underground workings only. Responsibility in respect of mining subsidence to be limited to the
extent for which the mining lessees are responsible.

(h) While the purchaser would not possess the right of user for wheeled traffic of the carriage drive
leading from the Entrance Gates to Trentham Park to the dwelling house in the Park which
formerly was used as a Club House to the old Golf Links; he should be allowed, on terms to be
arranged, to insert at various agreed points in the Park boundary fence wicket entrances for use by
the occupiers of the dwelling houses to be erected in the Dairy Field; moere especially those having
frontage to the Park.

(@) The Vendors and the purchaser or his nominee to become parties to a sale contract to em,body the
above conditions; also such further conditions and provisions as the Solicitors for the contracting
parties may agree to be necessary for the proper carrying into effect of the understanding to be
arrived at.” :

The estate also commissioned Messrs Barber's, of London, to assess the development value of the land.
They came down to Trentham and their comments were reported by Todd to Prowse:

“Messrs Barber’s Report:

After a careful inspection made yesterday Messrs Barbers came to the conclusion that as a building estate
the Dairy Field possess great potentialities; at the same time they point out that its north easterly portion
lies in a hole and for that and other reasons that portion would not be attractive to builders as building
land. They assess the present value of the whole field at £180 per acre.

They say that if the purchaser paid that figure Messrs Barbers anticipate that after the purchaser has
incurred the costs of street making, laying of sewers, water and gas mains he should be in a position to
retail the land at 8/6 per sq. yd., and at the same time be left with a margin of 6d per sq. yd. to cover risk
and as profit.

Under the heading of risks Messrs Barbers include the possibility that for a long time ahead the purchaser
would be unable to get rid of the whole of the land, also that a large part of the surface would have to be
devoted to the making of streets etc.”

Almost immediately after the proposals were made public, John Nelson, a solicitor, of the firm of Messrs
Sherratt, Nelson and Mason, in Kidsgrove, contacted the Trentham Estate Office and entered into
negotiations for the land. His main concern was the possible effect of mining subsidence but he was
assured that the prospect of mining within the area of the Dairy Field by the Stafford Coal and Iron
Company (which was effectively under the control of the Leveson-Gower family) was remote. He
tentatively proposed that the houses in the vicinity of the Whitmore Road would be constructed to the
value of approximately £900. He finally agreed to pay £6,000 for just over 27 acres of land and signed a
provisional agreement on 1= March 1928.

The boundary of the area subsequently sold for development is shown by the dotted line on the Ordnance
Survey map on the next page. From this it can be seen that the estate retained two parts of the Dairy
Tield. One area of land was on the north-west side of The Dairy House, to provide a barrier between the
house and the proposed housing estate. Most of this land was subsequently densely planted with
evergreen trees and shrubs. The other area was a thirty-yard strip of land running along the edge of
Hargreaves Wood. This was reserved to allow for the construction of a new drive onto the Whitmore Road
to replace the drive in Hargreaves Wood if that was also sold for housing development.






