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These notes have been produced for a history walk around the site of the former colliery at Hem Heath.
The purpose of the walk is to show how the development of the colliery in the twentieth century was
affected by the close relationship between the Stafford Coal and Iron Company and their successors, the
National Coal Board, and the county borough, subsequently, City of Stoke-on-Trent.

The map above was produced by William Campbell, Architect & Surveyor, Hanley, & published by the
Proprietors of the Staffordshire Sentinel Ltd., in January, 1912. It was issued with the directory of the
Staffordshire Potteries, Newcastle and District, published by the Staffordshire Sentinel in the same year.
The extract shows the area around the junction of the main North Staffordshire Railway line and the
Longton and Trentham Road which runs across the map. It also shows the branch railway line which ran
westwards to Trentham Park Station. The Duke of Sutherland, of Trentham Hall, owned all the land in
the area which was let out to tenant farmers. Some of his land between Barlaston Old Road and Trentham
Railway Station had been had developed with new housing. That development is explained in the next two

pages.



THE DEVELOPMENT OF HEM HEATH

The first building lease granted at Hem Heath was on Lady Day 1883, to the trustees of the Trentham
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, for the construction of a new chapel in Barlaston Old Road. The chapel was
designed by Thomas Roberts, the estate surveyor, and erected at a cost of £500. A further lease was
granted in 1887 for the adjacent site where schoolrooms were built in1887. The chapel stands behind the
former police station in Barlaston Old Road (now the Nat West Bank).

The next important lease was that granted to Simon Fielding for land at Trent Vale in 1886. He was
the poulterer to the Duke of Sutherland from 1868 onwards and lived at the Poulterer’s House in Park
Drive behind Trentham Hall. He took out the lease in order to make preparations for his retirement.
However in the following year he took out a second lease on land at Hem Heath already occupied by a
house where, shortly afterwards, he built himself a retirement home. His son, Abraham, born in 1855, was
educated at St Peter’s School in Stoke and at Thomas Hemming’s School in Copeland Street. In 1870 he
began his apprenticeship as a colour maker at a small colour mill on the River Blythe at Cresswell, later to
become the Blythe Colour Works. Within two years he was placed in charge of the business which now
traded as S Fielding. In the Spring of 1878 Simon Fielding invested money in the Railway Pottery in
Sutherland Street, Fenton, which his son supplied with colours from his mill. The pottery went bankrupt
in 1879 and at the age of 24 Abraham Fielding decided to become a pottery manufacturer. He was then
living with his father at the Poulterer’s House in Trentham and the census returns for 1881 list him as
“Master Potter partner employing 26 men, 16 boys, 29 women and 10 girls”. The concern was a success
despite the fire which destroyed the principal buildings in 1883. One of the other partners in the firm was
John Taylor, an accountant, who married Abraham’s sister, Mary Fielding, in Trentham Parish Church in
1883. He lived nearby at the New Inn Mill in Trentham. As the firm prospered the two partners invested
some of the profits by taking out two leases in 1894 on sites at Hem Heath adjacent to Simon Fielding’s
house. Here they built two large villas with the initials of the owners “J.T. 1894” and “A.F. 1894”
prominently displayed on the gable ends of each house.

So far development at Hem Heath had been on a piece-meal basis. However, towards the end of 1896
the estate decided to develop the area in a more organized way. John H Garrett, the surveyor employed
by the Duke of Sutherland to run the Florence Leasehold Estate Office was put in charge of the new
development. He drew up plans for building plots on the Longton Road between Trentham Railway
Station and the police station on the corner of Barlaston Old Road. The opportunity was taken to widen
the road at this point to permit the construction of a wide, tree-lined, pavement fronting each building plot.
It was decided that the development should proceed along the same lines as at Florence - with 99 year
building leases regulating the type of house to be constructed and its use. Prospective purchasers were
advised that the estate was to accommodate substantial villa residences with each plot containing either a
detached house costing not less than £500 or two semi-detached houses of at least £400 each. The first
leases for the new development were signed on the 28 July 1897. The demand for building plots was so
great that the estate soon decided to extend the development. A new plan was prepared to include
building plots along Barlaston Old Road with several streets laid out at right angles from the road. It was
also decided to permit the construction of a smaller class of house along Brough Lane and in a new street
called Earl Street. However these houses were to be built in such a way that they were not readily visible
from the main road in order preserve the development value of the rest of the estate. Between these
houses and the main road a pair of larger houses and shops was built in 1903 to accommodate the post
office and village stores for the new estate.

The leasehold register in Staffordshire Record Office shows that virtually all the building leases were
taken by two builders from Fenton: William Mould and John Bagnall. William Mould was the more
important of the two. He was born in Fenton in about 1865 and had set up as a joiner and builder in
Church Street, Fenton, by the late 1880s. His concern prospered and by the 1891 census he was describing
himself as “Builder and Contractor”. Between 1897 and 1910 the estate granted 38 building leases at Hem
Heath of which 24 were taken by William Mould. He constructed 52 houses on these plots - 40 large villas
in Longton Road, Barlaston Old Road, Albert Drive and Leyfield Road; 8 smaller semi-detached houses in
Brough Lane and a row of 4 houses at the end of Earl Street. John Bagnall took 6 building leases all on
the 28 July 1899 for sites on the north side of the Longton Road where he built 10 semi-detached houses.
The only other significant involvement came from Abraham Fielding who invested some of his money in 2
building leases with 5 other leases subsequently assigned to him. Building plans had to be submitted for
approval to the Trentham Estate Office and the Duke of Sutherland took a personal interest in the design
of each house. The letter below sent by George Menzies, the Duke’s agent, to William Mould on 21st
December 1897 illustrates the nature of the control exercised by the estate:

“Herewith I now enclose to you the plan you left with me today. I have shown it to His Grace who quite
approves of everything except the weathercock which - if erected at all - should be on a gable end and not
on a chimney - and further the Chimnies should be improved by being carried up one foot higher. The
Duke also suggests that you should look at the Chimney Tops on Mr Mitcheson’s house - on the east side of
Trentham Station and see if some of the pattern there would not be an improvement. Kindly send in a
tracing to keep.”



The building referred to as an exemplar of architectural design was Hem Heath House a large detached
house which stood on the other side of the railway line. Plans in Staffordshire Record Office show that
George Devey, an imaginative architect from southern England, played a major role in the design of this
house. The builders at Hem Heath had other considerations in mind. They did vary the design of the
larger houses - each pair of semis is different from the others though many share similar characteristics,
for example in the use of timber as a decorative feature in the gable ends. Variation in design was a
necessary requirement to attract wealthy purchasers or tenants. However they were not prepared to copy
the expensive architectural features which adorn Devey’s buildings. George Menzies acknowledged the
financial constraints within which they operated in another letter written in 1897 to the Duke of
Sutherland about a plan for a pair of semi-detached houses at Hem Heath:

“We have now arranged another lease - in this case for a pair of semi-detached houses, and the Builder
has sent in the plans he proposes, and which I herewith enclose. You will see that only one house has been
shown - the other will be a duplicate. I think there is no serious objection to it on the score of appearance
except the squatness of the Chimnies. I suggest that these be raised 3 feet or more - as marked in pencil -
when the design might be passed. Of course the whole thing is plain but it is difficult to get much more
without involving Cost which would be fatal to letting”.

The same degree of attention was not paid to the smaller houses in Brough Lane, Earl Street and
Meadow Lane where each pair of semis was originally identical to its neighbours. Between 1897 and 1914
80 houses were constructed at Hem Heath: 55 large villas most of which were semi-detached houses; 23
smaller houses; and 2 houses and shops in Brough Lane. The vast majority of these houses were
constructed between 1897 and 1903 when 31 of the 44 leases were granted. Only 8 leases were signed in
the ten years between 1904 and the outbreak of the First World War in 1914. The estate never completed
their proposed development because of the effect on the housing market of the industrial depression which
began in 1904. Builders were not prepared to take on building leases when there was a lack of prospective
purchasers or tenants.

The Land Valuation Register of 1910 (in Staffordshire Record Office) provides us with information
about the ownership of the houses at Hem Heath. William Mould then owned 24 of the houses. This
included “Sunnyside" on the north side of the Longton Road near the railway station were he lived from
1897. Abraham Fielding owned 14 houses, as well as his own house built in 1894, and John Bagnall 4. All
the smaller houses were let to tenants while just over half of the large villas had been sold by William
Mould and John Bagnall to owner-occupiers.

Information about the occupiers of the houses is available in the 1901 census returns and in The
Staffordshire Sentinel Directory for 1912 which lists the occupations of 16 of the new residents. Apart
from William Mould, builder, and two grocers in Brough Lane, the occupations recorded include mining
engineers, a manager, a bank manager, a surgeon, a chemist, an estate agent, a schoolmaster, a secretary,
2 bakers, and a Wesleyan Minister who lived in Earl Street. From other sources we know that the new
residents also included pottery manufacturers, solicitors, and senior local government officers.

They used the railway station to get to and from work and the North Staffordshire Railway Company
provided new services to cater for their requiréments. By 1905 there was a choice of 6 trains from
Trentham Station to Stoke between 6.55 and 9.27 a.m.; 9 trains in the same direction between 11.25 am.
and 5.20 p.m. and 4 trains in the evening up to 10.45 p.m. Most of these trains also carried on to the
railway station at Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Below: View along Longton Road, ¢.1906. These houses are on the north side of the road immediately
west of Trentham Railway Station and were the first houses built by William Mould in 1897. They include
his own house “Sunneydide”.




THE SALE OF THE TRENTHAM HALL ESTATE

@ In 1905 the Duke of Sutherland abandoned Trentham Hall. The Hall was demolished in 1911. The
first major sale of land took place in 1914. The outbreak of the First World War halted the disposal of land
and the greater part of the estate was offered for sale at the King’s Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, in 1919. The
photograph below shows Blurton Waste Farm, lot 263. At the end of the nineteenth century Longton Town
Council leased the farm from the Duke of Sutherland and built a sewage works there. In 1910 the county
borough of Stoke-on-Trent, successors to Longton Council, took over the lease and continued to operate the
sewage works. At the auction in 1919 Stoke-on-Trent Corporation bought the 200 acre farm, which is
described below and on the next two pages. Part of the plan attached to the auction particulars which
included Blurton Waste Farm, is reproduced on page 8 What it shows is that several fields and the
property known as Hem Heath House standing on the north side of Trentham Road east of the North
Staffordshire Railway line near Trentham Railway Station, were not included in the auction at the Kings
Hotel. This had already been chosen as the site of a new colliery by the Stafford Coal and Iron Company
before the First World War.

At this auction, and indeed all the other auctions of the Trentham Estate, the mineral rights leased to
the Stafford Coal and Iron Company and other colliery undertakings, were retained by the Trentham
Estate as set out in clause 13 of the conditions of sale reproduced below.

13. All the mines and minerals, petroleum, and natural gas and related hydro-carbons in and under the whole
of the property are reserved in fee out of the sale with full liberty for the Vendors and their sequels in title and their
Lessees or tenants to seach for, win, work, get, and carry away the same, but by underground workings only.
The coal and ironstone and other stone and minerals underlying a number of the Lots are included in Leases to the
Florence Colliery Company, Limited, the Stafford Coal & Iron Company, Limited, the Mossfield Colliery, Limited
and Fenton Collieries, Limited, respectively and every Lot or part-of a Lot affected thereby is (in addition to the
foregoing reservation of all the mines and minerals, petroleum and natural gas, and related hydro-carbons) sold
subject to a reservation in fee to or in favour of the Vendors their sequels in title and their Lessees or Tenants,
and all such powers, rights of entry, rights of way, and other rights and easements for searching for, winning,
working, getting, and carrying away such coal and ironstone and other stone and minerals as are by the said Leases
given to the said Companies for the terms thereby granted. By the said Leases the Companies are responsible for
damage to the surface caused by their workings, also for damage caused to buildings erected on the surface prior to
the dates of their respective Leases, and in the case of certain Lots they have power to enter upon
the surface but are liable to pay compensation as mentioned in the Particulars of those Lots. The
Conveyances to the Purchasers will be framed to give effect to the above-mentioned reservations. The reserva-
tion of minerals (subject to the rights of the said Companies under their said Leases) shall not extend to such marl,
.gravel, and sand as can be got without passing through any vein of coal or ironstome and without disturbing any
‘mining operations. The Counterparts of the said Leases will be produced at the Sale and may be inspected by
.appointment at the Trentham Estate Office during 2 period of seven days prior to the Sale, and each Purchaser
whether availing himself of such opportunity of inspection or not, shall be deemed to have full notice of the contents
.of such Leases, whether of a usual character or not, and whether and how far they affect the Lots purchased by
him, and shall not make any objection or requisition with respect thereto, nor be entitled to an Abstract of the said

Leases except at his own expense.



EXTRACT FROM THE AUCTION PARTICULARS FOR THE TRENTHAM ESTATE, 1919

| LOT 263! oy o
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY

“ BLURTON WASTE FARM,”

situate immediately adjaceit to Trentham Railway Station, and possessing éxcellent building
frontage to the highroad leading from Trentham to Longton.

The Premises consist of commodious ard conveniently arranged

Dwelling House, extensive and'well equipped Farm Buildings,

Seven Cottages and Gardens, and approximately 200 Acres
of  Land. | '

THE HOUSE AND FARM BUILDINGS are situate in the centre of thé Farm, and are
approached from the adjacent highways by means of occupation Roads connecting with
Main Roads leading from Trentham to Longton, and from Blurton to Fenton.

THE HOUSE—brick built and slated and of three storeys—is substantially built,and ingood
structural repair. ' :

It contains on the Ground Floor: Enclosed Porch, Entrance Hall, Drawing Roorh,
Dining Room, Office, Kitchen, Dairy, and Pantry.

On the First Floor: Landing, Five Bedrooms, Bathroom, and W. C.

On the Second Floor: Landing, Four Bedro.oms, and Dress Closet.-

Good Cellar.

To rear of Working Yard, partly covered in,, are Coal Hoﬁse, Bakehouse, vand twé E.C.s.

Large Kitchen Garden.

THE FARM BUILDINGS—brick built and tiled—are in excellent state of repair,and consist
of Double Cowhouse, with tying for 44; having Feeding Passage in centre, and with Hay
Bay to rear, the whole opening on to enclosed Manure Yard; Cow House, with tying for
18, and having Feeding Passage, Range of three Loose Boxes, with Feeding Passage and
having Lofting over; Bull House, with Straw Loft over; Fold Yard, with Feeding and
Lying Sheds; Waggon Horse Stable, with Standing for 5; Ditto, with Standing for 8;
both with Lofting over. Three-Bay Implement Shed, with Granary extending over same;
also over Hackney Stable, Trap House, and Loose Box; Two Loose Boxes, with Corn
Store over; Engine House, Turnip House, and Mixing House, with Grinding and Chopping
Floor over; Hackney Stable, Trap House, Blacksmith’s Shop, Mess Room. Range of
Four Pigstyes, Shed for Housing of Steam Ploughing Tackle, brick built and with
boarded and felted roof.

Seven-Bay Hay and Corn Barn, brick :built and  tiled,
1oo ft. x 21 ft. - |
Poultry House, with Lofting over and E. C.

Situate in the Stackyard is Hay and Corn Shed on Iron Pillars, with Galvanised Iron

Roof, with Wood Wall-plates and Purlins, 105" X 24’. N, B.—This Shed is the property

of the Corporation of the Borough of Stoke-on-Trent. By arrangement with the

gorpox_'ation' this Hay. Shed is to be taken to by valuation on the termination of their
ease.
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The Potteries Water Works Supply is laid on to the House, and also to the Farm Buildings.

The Block of Two Cottages—brick built and tiled—situate directly ad]acent to the Homestead ,i'
each contains :——Entrance Lobby,-Sitting Room, Kitchen, , Pantry, Store Closet, Landing,
Three Bedrooms, and Dress Closet. ‘

Opening on to Enclosed Yards are Wash Houses.
Detached from the premises are in each instance Pigstye and E. C.
Good Gardens. »

Water is laid on from the Potteries Water Works Company’s Main.

Situate on the Farm, to the east of the Steading, is block of three Cottages—brick built and
tiled—fronting to Occupation Road leading from' the Farm te Blurton Road. Each
contains Entrance Lobby, Sitting Room, Kitchen, Pantry, Landing, and Three Bedrooms.
Opening on to enclosed Yards are Coal Houses and Wash Houses.

Pigstyes and E. C.’s.
Good Gardens. '
Water is laid on from the Potteries Water Works Company’s Main.

Immediately adjacent to the before mentioned block of three Cottages is another block of two
Cottages, also brick built and tiled, and each containing the following accommodation :
Entrance Lobby, Sitting Room, Kltchen, Pantry, Landing, and Three Bedrooms.
Opening on to enclosed Yards are Wash Houses.

Pigstyes and E. C.’s.
Good Gardens.
Water is laid on from the Potterles Water Works Company s Maln

The Drainage from the last mentioned 5 Cottages is connected with the Longton Sewer

THE LAND—all having good staple and of excellent quality—isinahigh state of cultivation;
. it lies immediately surrounding the Homestead, and is served by good Occupation Roads.

The Farm is specially equipped for disposal, by means of septic tanks and filter beds in
conjunction with broad irrigation, of the sewage of the nelghbourlng town of Longton

THE TURFS are all old, in good heart, and afford abundant pa,sturage of high feedmg
properties.

THE ARABLE land is a deep loam, in highly productive condltlon, and admlrablv suited for
the growth of either corn or root crops. :

Tenants ‘—The Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Corporatlon of the Borough
~of Stoke on-Trent

Tenancy :—The tenancy i isa Leasehold one. Term, 42 years, explrmg with 25th March,
1941.

Apportioned Yearly Present Renta] £578 2s. Zd

Outgoings : —Land Tax £2 8s. 4d.

The Purchaser of this Lot will be required to pay for growing timber thereon which is assessed -



LOT 2634€onﬁnug(1,

' : SCHEDULE.

Boroughfof Stoke-on-Trent. AREA. AREA.
No. on Pran. DEscrIPTION. ACRES. A. R. P.

24 N 1.140

43 3.174

44 14.189

45 15.146

46 7 7.706

47 .040

48 s £ e 10.560

49 sae ... 20.894

50 | 11.657

51 .295

Pt. 52 10.092

Pt. 58 Longton Sewage Farm and Works. - 140

Pt. 147 In Lease. 18.110

148 785

- Pt. 150 v Qs W R 13.588

Pt. 507 .519

Pt. 694 10.890

695 3.800

696a 173

697 518 .

698 e . 7.796

699 1.919

700 .862

742 51.806

746 i " s .228

199.977 199 3 36

The option of tenancy of enclosures No. Pt. 52, Pt. 58, Pt. 147, Pt. 150, 151, Pt. 507,543,
544, 545, 693, Pt. 694, Ordnance Plan (having a total area of 80.650 acres), at present
held and occupied as part of the Sewage Farm, is reserved to the Owner and Occupier
thereof until such time as the ared is required by the Vendor or his assigns. The rent in
the meantime to be paid and the conditions under which the land is to.be held to be
those of an ordinary agricultural tenancy.

Right of User of Water Supply from Brook Course-flowing along Southerly Boundary of
Field No. 742 is reserved to the Vendor and his’assigns. This as hitherto used and
enjoyed. .

Ownership is reserved to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgess-es of the Borough of Stoke-on-
Trent of the Corporation Main Sewers so far as they cross this land. Also Right of Way
for and access thereto. ,

This Lot is sold subject to, and with the benefit of, all existing rights and liabilities of the
Vendors in respect of the Occupation Road abutting upon this Lot.

The Florence Coal and Iron Co., Ltd., have power by their Lease dated 9th August, 1910,
of entry upon the surface of Water Course and its banks forming part of Fields No. 742
and 746 (hatched red on Sale Plan) for the purpose of constructing and maintaining
Reservoir, searching and sinking for, obtaining and removing therefrom, water for the
supply of their Colliery at Florence. Also power for the possession of, ownership, and
the laying of Water Mains for conveyance of such water ; also Right of Way for, and
access to, such Water Mains. Also for the erection of the necessary buildings for the
housing of Pumps and Machinery in connection therewith; yielding and paying therefor
to the Owners and Occupiers of the lands so entered upon full and sufficient compensation

" for all damage done either to the buildings erected on. the land at the date of such lease,
the surface of the land, growing crops, fences, or standing timber thereon.
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EXTRACT FROM THE 1919 AUCTION MAP FOR PROPERTIES
SITUATE AT NEWSTEAD, BLURTON, FLORENCE & DRESDEN,
SHOWING PART OF BLURTON WASTE FARM (LOT 263)
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THE EXTENSION OF THE BOUNDARIES OF STOKE-ON-TRENT

In 1919 the county borough of Stoke-on-Trent prepared a scheme to extend its boundary to include b
Newcastle-undexr-Lyme, Wolstanton, Chesterton, Silverdale, Clayton, Trentham, Hanford, Meir, Bucknall,
Smallthorne, Norton and Kidsgrove. The proposal for the extension of the boundaries was dealt with by a
public enquiry held by the Ministry of Health in 1920. All the surrounding local authorities including
Tyrentham Parish Council opposed the proposal. However, George C Kent, the former town clerk of
Longton but then the solicitor for the Trentham Estate and the Stafford Coal and Iron Company gave
evidence that the interests he represented supported the boundary extension up to the Whitmore Road and
the Stone Road (i.e. excluding Trentham Park and Gardens). Part of his evidence is reproduced below.
His answers to the questions are revealing, not for what he said, which was very little, but what he
deliberately omitted to say — that the Trentham Estate and the Stafford Coal and Tron Company supported
the boundary extension because they assumed, correctly, that the county borough would actively support
the proposed development of a new colliery at Hem Heath even if local residents were opposed to it.

Extract from the evidence of George C Kent:

Q 1473: Mr Kent, we know you are a solicitor, and we know that you have great familiarity with this
district. You were formerly Town Clerk of Longton before the Federation of 1910, and you took a great
interest in that Federation, and in the preceding history of the matter? A. That is so

Q 1474: I think you were very largely responsible for the Federation? A. Yes

Q 1475: If you were in some sense responsible for it, you see no reason to regret your action? A. None

Q 1478: I think you are a Solicitor to the Trustees and Executors of the late Duke of Sutherland, who are
owners of the Trentham Estate, and also Solicitor to the Stafford Coal and Iron Company, which is a large
undertaking? A. Yes

Q 1479: And obviously the Trustees and Executors of the Duke of Sutherland’s Estate, are largely
interested in the district of Trentham? A. Yes

Q 1480: Are you authorised both on behalf of the Executors of the Duke and on behalf of the Stafford Coal
and Tron Company, to approve the scheme, apart from Trentham Valley, which is in a special position, so
far as it relates to the areas north of the main road leading from Whitmore to Trentham, and thereafter to
the east of the main road leading from Newcastle-under-Lyme to Stone? A I am authorised to say that
they consider the proposed extension fair and reasonable, so far as the area you have mentioned is
concerned.

Q 1482: What do your clients expect to get out of this? Nothing that I am aware of.

Q 1483: What is it all about? A I do not know. I am asked to make this statement

Q 1500: I would like to ask, is it not a fact that the Sutherland Trustees have practically sold the whole of
their property which you say is to be taken in, but still have all that part which is to remain? A No. There
is a great deal which is still left unsold.

Q 1501: There is a considerable amount of property to the east of the line? A A very substantial amount
Q 1502: That was sold in the main to farmers 4and tenants? A To the tenants.

The government approved a partial extension scheme on the west side of Stoke-on-Trent, in 1922.
This included 2,835 acres in the parishes of Trentham and Stone Rural. In 1930 a further 430 acres in
Trentham and Barlaston parishes, comprising the area between Strongford Farm and Oldroad Farm, was
added for the purpose of constructing the Strongford Sewage Works (see map below).
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