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Hem Heath: An Edwardian
Estate Development AR
Tutor: Andrew Dobraszczyc

These notes have been produced for a history walk around Hem Heath. The purpose of the walk is to is
to show how the area has changed since the 18th century. Special emphasis will be placed on the role
of the Trentham Hall Estate which owned all the land in the area and which was responsible for the
development of a new housing estate at Hem Heath from the late 1890s onwards.

The extract from William Yates’s Map of Staffordshire shows the area around Hem Heath in 1775. In
the 17th century land in that vicinity was unenclosed “waste land” or heath land covered in furze and
gorse, used for the pasture of sheep and cattle. This accounts for the names “Hem Heath” and “Gorsty
Hill” on the map. In the late 17th century part of the waste land was enclosed to form a “New Park”,
surrounded by a park pale and planted with trees. In the mid 18th century New Park was acquired by
Earl Gower and added to the Trentham Hall Estate. The turnpiking of the road from Trentham to
Meir in 1771 was undertaken on the initiative of the Trentham Hall Estate. Earl Gower was the
largest mortgagee of the trust and his agent, Tom Horwood played a prominent role in the manage-
ment of its affairs. In 1797 the 36 acres of waste land at Hem Heath was enclosed by Act of Parliament
Again the initiative was taken by the lord of the manor: Earl Gower of Trentham Hall. At about the
same time the park was converted into a farm “New Park Farm”. The effect of this can be seen on the
map on the next page. The newly enclosed land between New Park Farm and Blurton Waste Farm is
described as “Newlands” while the straight lines of the new fields on New Park Farm are evidence of
enclosure within the last 50 years. A substantial farmhouse was built in New Park on the east side of
the Trent and Mersey Canal and this was connected by cart road to the Longton Road. Several
cottages for agricultural labourers were also constructed by the estate on Barlaston Old Road and in
the vicinity of Hem Heath. Most of the land between the canal and New Inn Lane and Barlaston Old
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HEM HEATH WHARF

The Trent and Mersey Canal was built in 1766-77. The road from Meir to Trentham (the present
Longton Road and Trentham Road) was turnpiked in 1771. At the point where the two intersect, Hem
Heath, the Trent and Mersey Canal Company built a wharf and wharf-keepers’s house on the west side
of the canal. Much of the material for the rebuilding of Trentham Hall in the 1830s and 1840s would
have arrived via this wharf. The turnpike trust built a toll-gate house close by on the north side of the
Longton Road to levy tolls on the traffic between Hem Heath Wharf and Trentham Hall. On the
opposite side of the road a new public house called “The Roebuck” was constructed in the late 18th
century near the site now occupied by the Trentham Hotel. Many of the occupiers of this public house
combined the licensing trade with that of wharfinger. For example, William Penson who occupied the
pub in the 1830s was a publican, wharfinger, and farmer of 11 acres. The building of the railway line
and Trentham Station must have had an impact on activity at the wharf in the second half of the 19th
century. However, the construction of a new housing estate at Hem Heath in the late 1890s offered new
commercial opportunities to the wharf keepers. The advertisement below illustrates one aspect of

trade at the wharfin 1914.

The other focus of activity was the blacksmith’s and wheelwright's shop which stood on the east side of
the canal and is illustrated in the photograph above. In 1881 it was occupied by Sarah Massey, widow,
54, farming 8 acres, with her married son, James, running the blacksmith’s shop with the assistance of
two apprentices aged 16 and 19 who lived with the family. In 1919 the premises were occupied by
Mrs H Walklate at a rent of £24 10s per annum (see page 20). The building can be found on the
ordnance survey map on page 9. The site is now occupied by a petrol filling station.
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For all Classes of FHOUSE FUEL

at lowest possibie Prices.
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TRENTHAM PARK WHARF.

FOR COMFORT, SMARTNESS, AND PUNCTUALITY,

Yon cannot improve on

YWRLTER ARINSWORTH,

CRRRIRGE PROPRIETOR, ETGC,
TELEPHONE 44. Trentham.

Any Class of Conveyance supplied on the shortest
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TRENTHAM RAILWAY STATION

In the 1840s two new buildings were constructed at Hem Heath: a police station and a railway station.
When the North Staffordshire Railway Company planned their new line through the area the Duke of
Sutherland was able to insist that a bridge was constructed over the line instead of a level crossing.
The Duke also demanded that “in order to provide an accommodation for the family residing at
Trentham Hall and their Guests and Visitors all such Trains as may be desired, whether travelling
north or south, shall be stopped by signals to take up or set down the Family and their Guests and
Visitors”. The company had no choice but to agree. Plans for the new station were prepared by
Charles Barry in a similar Italianate style to the other estate buildings. The photograph above, ¢.1907,
shows the main features - a prominent tower, brick walls with stone surrounds to windows and doors,
and a pantile roof. The plan below (upside down to conform with the photograph above) shows the
living quarters of the station master on the left with a separate waiting room and w.c. set aside for the
“Duchess” on the right. The station was not completed until 1851 because of a dispute between the
Duke and the railway company over its cost. The station master in 1851 was Frederick Palin, 21, who
shared the house with William Brough, 29, the railway porter. William Brough subsequently got
married and moved into a cottage in a nearby lane where he cultivated 7 acres of land a task which he
combined with his job as station porter for almost 30 years. That lane is now called Brough Lane. In
the mid 19th century trains stopped at the station 7 times a day each way. Initially a substantial
number of passengers were visitors to Trentham Park especially on “Trentham Thursday” in Stoke
Wakes Week. At the end of the 19th century the station began to generate new business from the
middle-class residents in the housing estate erected on the Duke’s land in the vicinity.
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- TRENTHAM POLICE STATION

The police station on the corner of Barlaston Old Road and Longton Road, was built at the expence of
the Duke of Sutherland, to the design of Charles Barry. The extracts below from the correspondence of
William Steward, sub-agent at the Trentham Office to James Loch, Esq., agent to the Duke of
Sutherland, illustrate the negotiations over the location and building of the station.

23 February 1843: “Mr Hatton (the newly appointed Chief Constable of Staffordshire) was here

yesterday to look at the site for the Police Station, and he would much rather that it was built at this

end of Ash Green close upon the Newcastle and Stone Road, opposite the garden wall, but the Duke

decidedly objects to this, and will not under any circumstances agree to it.”

5 March 1843: “Police Station - Mr Hatton was here yesterday and walked with The Duke to the site

fixed upon by Capt Lance, which I am happy to say Mr H approves of, as His Grace was anxious that it

should be built there. Mr Hatton proposes:

Ist That the Duke should build the station at his own expence.

2nd That the probable cost would be only £260 or certainly not more than £300

3rd That the rent (paid by the county) should be £16 a year

4th That the house should be built upon a plan to accommodate 4 men

5th That the Constabulary should be tenants to His Grace as long as the Police is established in the
County, & in the event of the Police at any time being done away with, the house of course would
remain the Duke’s property.

The above proposition The Duke considers a fair one, and His Grace desires me to communicate the

particulars to you.” (Staffordshire Record Office D593/K/1/3/31)

The chief constable wanted to monitor the movement of people and traffic on the Stone Road, the main
highway through the county. The Duke had other considerations in mind. His insistance that the
police station should be located strategically between Longton and Trentham was probably motivated
by the desire to have an early warning of trouble from the Potteries. Seven months earlier the
Potteries had been convulsed by two days of rioting which involved the destruction of much property.
The Trentham agent had armed the servants and labourers who stayed overnight in the estate yard
ready to defend the Hall against any external threat.

The plans of the station by Charles Barry dated 30 March 1843 are in the collection at the Potteries
Museum and the building was probably constructed later that year. The first occupier for whom we
have any details was Roger Bergen, aged 31, “Police Inspector” who was resident at the time of the
1851 census with his wife Caroline and son John. Roger Bergen died aged 38 in 1856 and was buried
in Trentham graveyard. His successor, Daniel Harrison, was paid 21 shillings per week according to
the police register in Staffordshire Record Office. He is listed in the 1861 census as follows:

Daniel Harrison Head Married 46 Police Sergeant Gloucs, Kings Stanley
Charlotte Harrison Wife Married 49 House Keeper Devon, Exeter

Sarah Harrison Dau Single 19 Dress Maker Gloucs, Thornbury
William Perkin Lodger Single 21 Police Constable Staffs, Cheadle

Harrison was succeeded by Thomas Cooke, ¢.1866-71; Daniel Parr, c.1872; William Hughes, ¢.1877-
1900; Josiah Mason, ¢.1904; and finally by John Edward Brandrick by 1912. In 1919. when Trentham
Police Station was put up for sale by the Trentham Hall Estate (see page 21) it was bought by Sergeant
Brandrick for £400. Below is a photograph of the station in about 1890. The building had been
converted into a bank by 1932.




e In 1865 the Staffordshire Advertiser reported that a fire had occurred at the Roebuck Inn. Despite the
efforts of two fire engines sent from Trentham Hall the building was totally destroyed. Several horses
belonging to boatmen were led to safety from the stables but very little else survived the flames.

Mr Menzies, the Duke’s agent, took the opportunity to close the old Trentham Inn opposite Trentham
Hall on the present A34 and transfer the license to a new hotel built near the site of the old public
house. At the time Mr Twemlow, the licensing magistrate expressed an opinion that the new premises
would not be so convenient to the public as the old “an opinion which is, we believe, pretty generally
entertained..” However, the new hotel was opened with a flourish in 1868. The advertisement below

THE TRENTHAM HOTEL

describes the hotel and its facilities in 1871.

Frederick Bright was the first tenant landlord. He is listed in the 1871 census as follows:

THE NEW HOTEL, TRENTHA,

STAFFORDSHIRE.

The above Hotel is open for the reception of Visitors, and
consists of Public and Private Rooms, at moderate charges. -

Every accommodation is offered for PRIVATE or PIC-
NIC PARTIES, WEDDING BREARFASTS, &o., at the
shortest notice.

The Grounds are spacious and beautifully laid out for
BOWLING, CROQUET, and various amusements. The
Bowling Green having been relaid is in good condition.

The Hotel is five minutes’ walk from the Trentham
Railway Station, and close to the Park and Gardens of His
Grace the Duke of Sutherland.

Wines, Spirits and Refreshments of the first quality,
at moderata charges.

F. D. BRIGHT, Proprietor.

TRENTHAM HOTEL, HEM HEATH

Frederick Bright Head Married 38 Hotel Keeper Suffolk, Saxmundham
Jane Bright Wife Married 42 Staffs, Acton

Fanny Bright Dau  Single 9 Staffs, West Bromwich
Jerome Bright Son  Single 6 Staffs, West Bromwich
Eliza Skirving St Single 21 Governess Scotland

Annie Shekling St Single 23 Barmaid Staffs, Maer

Amelia Robins St Single 24 Cook Worcs, Droitwich
Elizabeth Page St Single 19 Housemaid Staffs, Mill Meece
Mary Jones St Single 17 Kitchenmaid Staffs, Bucknall

John Hoare St Single 34 Gardener Ireland

PLACE OF BIRTH



By 1876 the tenancy had been taken over by Peter Taylor. The occupiers of the Trentham Hotel are
*returned in the 1881 census as:

TRENTHAM HOTEL, HEM HEATH

Peter Taylor Head Married 48 Hotel Keeper Chesh, Congleton
Mary Taylor Wife Married 36 Chesh, Congleton
Frederick Taylor Son  Single 13 Scholar Chesh, Congleton
Ann Durber St Single 25 Barmaid Staffs, Stafford
Ellen Darlington St Single 17 Domestic Servant Salop, Shrewsbury
Mary Swanwick St Single 18 Domestic Servant Staffs, Stone
George Morris St Single 18 Boots Hereford
Emanuel Taylor Visitor ~ about 35 Not Known

Taylor Visitor  about 30 Not Known

Taylor Visitor  about 5
Elizabeth Miller St Single 17 Barmaid . Chesh, Middlewich
Michael Morgan St Single 30 Agricultural Labourer Ireland

The hotel also employed other servants who lived off the premises such as the gardener who kept the
bowling green and croquet lawn in order. Other staff were employed to meet peak demand particularly
on “Trentham Thursday” when thousands of people came by train to visit Trentham Park. On such
occasions the hotel advertised for 40 additional waiters to cater for the crowds.

Taylor retained the tenancy until the mid 1890s when James Dorrell took over. During Dorrell’s
tenancy the National Telephone Company which had an exchange in Hanley installed a telephone in
the hotel. It was one of the first telephones in the area and the “Call Office” was heavily used by local
residents. The extract from the telephone directory below shows that only 7 residents in the area had

telephones in the late 1890s.

B 1 Coviyy B Bl ewve s sumienise s .Trentham
TRENTHAM' 2 Grimwade, L. L. .... Fjaerlands, Trent Vale
Peake WL Ao wins vieios o sn <+ .. Hanford

Fielding, A..........cccvveeeve.. Trentham

Spasiten, W Duwsadiass svas saws vo Tittensor
Dovrell, J..... vesseeeees. Hotel, Trentham

Challinor, A. U. ...... New Park, Trentham

SO Otk Lot

The development of a housing estate at Hem Heath provided new customers for the hotel which became
the centre for the clubs and societies formed by the residents of the area. In 1903 the Trentham Hall
Estate extended the hotel at the rear to provide a new billiard room and additional bedroom
accommodation for visitors. Several years later the estate relinquished direct control and leased the
premises to a local brewery company: Joule and Sons. The company installed managers to run the
hotel the first of which was Fernley Swift who was in residence by 1912. Shortly afterwards Frank E
H Pember became the manager and he was in occupation when the hotel was put up for auction by the
estate in 1919 (see page 19). It was then let to Joule & Sons for £312 per annum. The hotel was
bought by the brewery company and Frank Pember remained as manager. He was still in occupation
in 1932. The photograph below shows the hotel in 1912 with the “Roebuck”, which was almost
certainly a survival of the former inn, prominently displayed on a column at the front of the building.

— e




TRENTHAM THURSDAY

In the second half of the 19th century the most important event in the year at:Hem Heath was
Trentham Thursday. This event took place on Thursday during the local industrial holiday, “Stoke
Wakes”, held in the first week in August. In the third quarter of the 19th century most of the
population of the district went to Trentham Park at Trentham Hall for the day. The excursion was to
the park. The gardens were not open to the public until the 20th century. The extract below from the

Staffordshire Advertiser describes “Trentham Day” in 1861.

“Throughout the entire district - a district containing a population of 120,000 - business was entirely
suspended, all shops and manufactories being closed; the latter, indeed, being deserted and silent
during the whole of the week...Thursday, as usual, was a very busy day with the officials of the railway
in the Pottery district. No “foreign” excursions were projected, the whole strength of the company’s
ample resources being centred in providing for the “Irentham day.” Trains commenced running to
Trentham, at one fare for the double Journey, at 9 o’clock in the morning from Burslem, and every hour
afterwards, up to 3 o’clock in the afternoon, conveying their living freight to the great rendevous. The
return journey was commenced at 5 o’clock and trains were running from the Trentham station to the
Potteries up to 12 o’clock at night.... We are informed that during the day the company conveyed to and
from Trentham not less than 25,000 persons... A much larger number proceeded to the park on foot,
some hundreds of a nautical turn of mind took canal boat from Stoke and Burslem, and scores of
carters and hucksters who had taken out a temporary license reaped a good harvest by becoming
common carriers for the day. For hours the road from the station to the park was crowded with
pedestrians, among whom the drivers of vehicles moved with good humour and caution, so that we
believe not a single accident occurred during the whole day. Here the vendors of pine apples, nuts, and
ginger beer carried on a flourishing trade... The poet is scarcely figurative who thus records his
impression of the sight, for it was confidently stated by persons accustomed to such calculations that
for hours there were never less than 50,000 people in the park.”

In the 1860s and particularly after the opening of the new Trentham Hotel a large fair was held on the
day at Hem Heath. The roundabouts, showboats, shooting galleries and stalls which had occupied
Hanley Market Square for four days moved en masse on Wednesday evening to Hem Heath. They
were initially accommodated in a field provided for that purpose by the hotel keeper near the railway
station. The demand for space was so great that within a few years the various attractions had spread
to land behind the hotel and some waste land near the canal. The photograph below taken about 1890
shows the fair in full swing at Hem Heath on Trentham Thursday. However, by then the event was in
decline. As rival attractions appeared the numbers going to Trentham fell. In 1890 for example it was
estimated that there were only 15,000 visitors to the park on Trentham Thursday. By comparison over
40,000 people attended the fetes in Queen’s Park, Longton, on Wednesday and Thursday of that week.
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