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> These notes have been produced for a history walk around Kings Wood in Trentham Park. The
purpose of the walk is to show how the wood has changed from the 16th until the middle of the 20th
century.

The first description of the wood appears in the Doomsday Book in the 11th century: The King holds
Trentham.... There is a wood one mile long and half a mile broad. This wood became part of a royal
forest extending from Newcastle-under-Lyme south down the Trent to the Tixall area. The new forest
may have existed as early as 1086. It was certainly there by 1166 and may well have been created by
Henry II soon after his accession in 1154. This new forest was disafforested by King John in 1204.
The wood formed part the property held by the Augustinian Priory founded in the middle of the 12th
century. Three years after the priory was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1537 the property was bought by
James Leveson, a wool merchant from Wolverhampton. The first surviving estate map from the end of
the 16th century shows that the name “Kings Wood” was originally attached to land between the
Eccleshall Road and the west side of the present wood. The area on the west side of the Eccleshall
Road by the junction with the Drayton Road is still known as Kingswood Bank today. For at least
three hundred years Kings Wood was known as “Trentham Copy” or “Trentham Wood”. It did not
acquire its present name, Kings Wood, until the mid 19th century after the completion of the
rebuilding of Trentham Hall, and the reconstruction of the gardens and park.

The map above, an extract from Yates’s Map of Staffordshire, shows the wood south west of the hall in
1775. By then the wood had undergone substantial alteration which is described on the next two
pages.
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TRENTHAM PARK IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

The view of Trentham Park fr in the south-w
published in 1686. Tt shows in the foregr
from what is now Park Drive in the directi

est above is taken from Robert Plot's, Natural History of Staffordshire,
ound the road between Trentham Hall and the Park which ran south-west
tion of Toft Farm. The Park was then surrounded by a park pale and



An extract from the first edition six inch ordnance survey map of 1878 with information added from a

map of “Trentham Coppy” produced by J. Tibbetts in 1727 showing the improvements made to Kings @
Wood in the early 18th century. The improvements included the construction of a brick wall on the

southern boundary of the wood to replace the park pale. The shaded area shows the lake before it was

extended south in the 1750s. This formal organisation of space fell out of favour in the second half of

the 18th century and the rides survived in a simplified form in the 19th century shown on the map on

the next page.
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EXTRACT FROM: Thomas Hargreaves, Map of the Staffordshire Potteries and Newcastle-under-Lynie,

Y ® 1832, dedicated by him to “George Granville, Marquess of Stafford, K.C. The zealous promoter of the
Interests of the several Towns and liberal Patron of their Public Institutions”.
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THE TITTENSOR PARK LODGES a

The original access to Trentham Hall from the south was up Monument Lane and then along the
“London Drive” through Trentham Park to the west front of the Hall. In 1775-6 a pair of lodges
designed by Joseph Pickford were constructed at the southern entrance to Kings Wood. Joseph
Pickford was a Derby architect who had designed Sandon Hall for Lord Archibald Hamilton about 1770
but it is probable that he got the Trentham commission through Josiah Wedgwood, for whom he had
designed both the factory at Etruria and Etruria Hall ( 1767-73). In his letters Wedgwood refers
several times to the value of Lord Gowers’s support and also to the pleasure that he derived from his
visits to Trentham. The Trentham Hall collection at Staffordshire Records Office contains two versions
of the lodges (illustrated below). Originally each lodge had only one room upstairs and downstairs. In
the third quarter of the 19th century the left hand lodge was extended by the addition of a kitchen and
larder on the ground floor and a second bedroom on the first floor from plans produced by Thomas
Roberts the estate surveyor. The ordnance survey map on the next page shows the plan of the lodges
after the completion of the extension. Subsequently the right hand lodge was also extended on the
ground and first floor (see 1898 O.S. map).

VARIANT PROPOSALS FOR TRENTHAM LODGES, BY JOSEPH PICKFORD

See leiter : Unused Plans for Trentham Lodzes

THE PARK KEEPER

The new lodge was occupied by James Penson, Park-keeper to Earl Gower. The Penson family had
been in the service of the Leveson family since the 1580s. By early 1740s James Penson was employed
as park-keeper at Trentham. He died in 1769 and his son, also James Penson, took over the position.
He and his wife moved into the new lodge in 1776. Life must have been very cramped because they
already had 8 children by September 1776. James Penson died in 1814 and was buried in Trentham
churchyard on 22 October. His entry in the parish register reads: “James Penson, Park keeper to the
Marquis of Stafford, of Tittensor Lodge in Stone Parish, aged 73”. His eldest surviving son, John,
then became park keeper. At the time of the 1841 census he was returned as follows:

“TITTENSOR PARK LODGE” WHETHER BORN IN STAFFORDSHIRE
John Penson 65 Forester Yes
Reuben Penson 25 Assistant Forester Yes
George Penson 25 Foreman to Park Labourers Yes
Thomas Penson 10 Yes
Mary Penson 20 Yes
Elixabeth Penson 65 Yes

Margaret Mullagan 25 F(emale) S(ervant) Ireland



ABOVE: Extract from the 1877 Ordnance Survey Map showing the Tittensor Park Lodges after the
extension of the left hand lodge.

BELOW: Extract from the 1898 Ordnance Survey Map showing the lodges after the extension of the
right hand lodge.




THE DUTIES OF THE PARK-KEEPER

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries the park-keeper had three areas of responsibility: the
management of the park and its deer; the management of Kings Wood; and the letting of Trentham
Ley. Trentham Ley was a large area of open pasture land created in the mid 18th century out of the
fields situated on both sides of the Stone Road east of Trentham Park Lake. The land east of the Stone
Road was known as the “Upper Ley” and the land on the opposite side of the road was known as
“Lower Ley” (see map page 4). The ley was let out to farmers and butchers moving stock north to the
industrial cities. The advertisement below from the Staffordshire Advertiser of 19th March 1836
illustrates how letting was organised:

TRENTH.—\M LEBY, from the 13th of May to |,
the {1th ot Qctober, 1836.

£ 8. 4

ForCows seccecvanacns Seeasenees J 0O
Twinters co... s sseResEeE wees 2 00 ;

Stirks ...... e sasessasssen e 110 0

Horses—(ne yearold ..cv........ 3 00

Two year do...ceceneee.. 410 0

Three yeardo. ««..... v 530 0

The Ley is well supplied with water, and will not be
over stocked ; and a careful person is appointed to at-
tend to.the stock.

To enter the stock, apply tothe tenant, JorN PeNsoN,
Park Lodge; Mr. Scorr, Roe Buck Inn, Newcastle; ar
Mr. LippLz, Royal Victoria Hotel, Newport.

The Tenant will not be accountable for any loss ar
accident that may happen to the stock ; and the money
must be paid at the time of taking out of the Ley.

N.B.—Jonx PeNson will send 2 person to meet the
stock from Shropshire on Thuarsday the 12th of May, at
Mrs. Tagg's, King’s Arms Ian, Eocleshlll.,b o

In the early 1840s the the sub-agent at Trentham expressed dissatisfaction with the way in which the
woods were being managed:

Letter from William Lewis, sub-agent at Trentham, to James Loch, agent to the Duke of Sutherland, 3
April 1840: - -

I wish for his Grace’s interest that the management of the Park and Woods may be disunited for many
reasons I can give you, there are now many valuable plantations that require great and constant
attention but I will explain myself more fully when we meet which I hope may be soon.

Ditto: 22 May 1841:

Old Penson’s bad state of health made him quite unfit to look after the woods and woodmen properly.
But on several occasions her Grace named Woolley as being a successful planter, my reply was that I
did not consider him active enough as a woodman at Trentham, it required a very active man and I
have often complained to you on that subject.

John Penson to James Loch, 9 March 1842:

I have received yours and am much obliged to the clear manner in which you have pointed out the
orders I have to attend to, and I will take every care that they are strictly obeyed. I have Me Henny an
estimate of all the extra work for the present month according to orders which I hope you have
received, the only extra work I have heard of is to raise and improve the Island in Toft Pool, and when
the water is sufficiently low to measure the distance the mud will have to be wheeled, I will send you
an estimate we are going to improve the solidity of the drive through King’s Wood but that will be done
by the park labourers at day wages.

When “old Penson” died died his son, Reuben, took over as park-keeper. His duties no longer included
the management of the woods which became the responsibility of a wood ranger. In the 1851 census
his entry reads:

“PARK LODGE, TITTENSOR” PLACE OF BIRTH:
Reuben Penson Head Married 39 Park keeper Staffs, Trentham
Mary Ann Penson Wife Married 36 Staffs, Trentham

Tabitta Peak St Single 26 House Servant Staffs, Swinnerton



4 Reuben moved to Hanchurch in 1861 and his brother George Penson was appointed as park-keeper
and moved into the lodge in time to be recorded in the census of that year:

“PARK LODGE, TITTENSOR”

George Penson Head Married 46 Park keeper Staffs, Trentham
Jane Penson Wife Married 40 Staffs, Trentham
Elizabeth Penson Dau Single 12 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
John Penson Sen  Single 5 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Ann Symcox St Single 17 House Servant Staffs, Trentham

George Penson was the last of the family to hold this position a fact noted by the Staffordshire
Advertiser in his obituary in 1889:

Tittensor Park Lodge was let to John Harvey who is described as “Farmer” in Kelly’s Directories of
Staffordshire in the 1890s.

Geoarge Penson, of the_Patk Lodge, Trentham, who fo
. Fri of 28 years had been a_{qith(n‘ and valued servant ¥o.
“$he Trentham family; took place on the5th inst. The deceased 3
‘bad;been out ot health for the.last«15 months, his illness_
‘origlnating in a‘fall .in the anow. He suffered lately from
_bronchitis, which terminated in his death at the mgeof 74
i’un. .In his last 1liness he was visited by the Marquis and
archionéss of Stafiord and the Earl of ‘Cromartie, by whom
he ‘was?held;;in the highest esteem:_Mr. Penson is the last
survivor,of & long and, respected racé:of foresters and park- "
.rongers Bt Trentbam. . He was tbe son, of Jobhn Peuson, who
for many Jears was forester to the sdcond -Duke’.gul Bitther--
f land, and was first succeeded by ‘his: son Reuben,-and ov the |
"death of the latter by the Heceased. ~.The aucestor of the.
1 Penson family came to Evgland with Admiral Bir Ricbard
*Levizon; a grand-ancestor to the present.Duke,: after’ the
defeat of the.Invincible Armada in 1588.. The interment took
i:place on the 8th..inst.'when.several officials on the estdte
{"attended to show their respect™  * ’

“THE.AXTETTARK-RANGER AT TRENTAANT=X{he fienzn 'g -
a

THE WOOD RANGER

The first wood ranger with direct responsibility for the management of the wood was George Powner.
The Powner family had been servants of Early Gower since the 1760s and lived at Heath House in
Hanchurch Hills. In the mid 1840s when George Powner was appointed wood ranger he was given a
cottage in Trentham Park near the Eccleshall Road. The family was recorded there in the 1851 census:

“TRENTHAM PARK COTTAGE”

George Powner Head Married 28 Woodman Staffs, Trentham
Ellen Powner Wife Married 31 Staffs, Madeley
Fanny Powner Dau Single 7 Scholar Staffs, Stone
Mary Powner Dau - Single 5 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Betty Powner Dau  Single 3 Scholar Staffs, Trentham

William Buchanan Lodger Single 41 Assistant Wood Ranger Scotland

In the late 1850s William Buchanan took over as wood ranger and the tenancy of the cottage in the
park: :

1871 CENSUS: “TRENTHAM PARK, HANCHURCH BROOK”

William Buchanan Head Married 59 Wood Forrester Scotland

Sarah Buchanan Wife Married 42 Staffs, Newcastle
Margaret Buchanan Dau Single 11  Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Mary Furnival St Single 15 General Servant Staffs, Sandon

By 1877 he had retired and Robert Collins was appointed in his place. Unlike his predecessors he lLived
in a house in Trentham village. He was still park ranger in 1900 but by 1904 the post of wood ranger
to the Duke of Sutherland was held by John Harvey of the Tittensor Lodge.



A DISPUTE WITHIN THE FAMILY OVER THE WOODS ON THE ESTATE
THe Staffordshire Advertiser, 30 March 1892
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