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These notes have been produced for a history walk around Trentham Gardens. The walk will
in the main, focus on the gardens in the Victorian period — after the rebuilding of Trentham Hall
by the architect, Charles Barry. Consideration will also be given to changes made in the gardens
after they were opened to the public in 1906. This is a social history walk so reference will be
made not only the architectural features and design of the gardens but also to what their

organisation and management tell us about Victorian society.
The map above, an extract from Thomas Hargreaves' Map of the Staffordshire Potteries and

Newecastle-under-Lyme, shows us the gardens and surroundings in 1832. Then, the river Trent
ran through the lake. There was a small garden on the south side of the Hall but most of the
area between the Hall, the lake and the ha ha (a sunk deer fence shown by a black line on the
map) was occupied by a lawn. Running alongside the ha ha was the London Drive which ran
down through Kings Wood to the entrance lodge on Stone Road at Tittensor. The dotted line
shown running from the park entrance south west across the map was the public footpath across
the park. Trentham Hall, was open to view by pedestrians along the footpath and by visitors to
the park. The kitchen garden on the other side of the Trent, most of which had been laid out in
the eighteenth century, was connected to the Hall by a narrow bridge designed by Thomas

Pritchard — the second oldest cast iron bridge in the country.
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Between 1834 and 1845, the architect, Charles Barry, rebuilt Trentham Hall in the Italianate
style, for the second Duke of Sutherland, at a cost, then, of about a quarter of a million pounds.
Part of that cost included major alterations on the west side of the new Hall.

In the early nineteenth century the ha ha ran quite close to the west side of Trentham Hall.
The drive to the west front of the house crossed the ha ha by a stone bridge which had been
constructed in the eighteenth century. In the late 1830s the whole of the northern section of the
ha ha was filled in and the boundary to the Hall and gardens moved further west. The stone
bridge over the ha ha was moved to a new site over the Hargreaves brook where it still stands
today. Within the enlarged area on the west side of the house Charles Barry constructed a single
story, semi-circular structure fronted by a porte-couchere, still standing today, with the family
coat of arms prominently displayed over each arch. In front of this was a large circular drive
with a statue of Diana in the centre. (See photograph below) The ground between the house and
the gardens was raised with heaps of soil and planted with trees, bushes and shrubs. The new
Hall and gardens were now largely hidden from view.

The public was kept out of this new private landscape by a cast iron fence embedded in a low
stone wall which ran from the park entrance on Park Drive around to the ha ha half way down
the gardens. The ha ha ran down to Kings Wood where it terminated at a fence which marked
the boundary between the open parkland and the wood closed to the public. These features are
shown on the extract from a Plan of Trentham by Liddle Elliot, produced in 1859.

By the beginning of 1843 Charles Barry had designed a pair of single story entrance lodges
and gates for the entrance to the circular drive in front of the house. The lodges were topped by a
life size bronze stag and doe. In the 1890s the park entrance lodges were taken down and rebuilt
further west at the junction of the carriage drives to the hall. The gates were also widened at the
same time (Compare the Ordnance Survey maps on pages 3 and 13.) In the 1930s, shorn of the
bronze stage and doe, the lodges were moved for a second time to the Stone Road opposite the
mausoleum, where they still stand today. :

The photograph below, from the Warrillow Collection in Keele University Library was taken
in about 1880 and shows original location of the park lodges and gates on the west side of the
Hall.

The extract from the Ordnance Survey map on page 4 shows the result of these changes by
1878. This map and the one on page 3 also show the new line of the river Trent, running in a
channel on the east side of Trentham Lake. The course of the river was changed in 1854 in order
to reduce the entry of polluted water into the lake carried downstream from the rapidly
expanding Potteries and Newcastle-under-Lyme.
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Extract from a Plan of Trentham by Liddle Elliot, 1859, showing the location
of the iron railings, ha ha and fence which separated the private gardens and
wood from the park open to the public.
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Trentham Hall, Staffordshire.
Chapman & Hall, London, September 1846
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A lithotint by Frederick William Hulme, published by




THE ITALIAN GARDENS

The new Hall designed by Charles Barry is shown in the illustration by Frederick William
Hulme on the previous page. This is the first published view of the new house from the gardens
issued in September 1846, which subsequently appeared in The Baronial Halls and ancient
Picturesque Edifices of England, printed by Chapman & Hall, of London, in 1848. The lithotint
also shows part of the new gardens created on the south side of Trentham Hall.

The low-lying site presented a huge problem for the architect. Between 1839 and 1840 this
area was raised and enlarged with several beds of wrought stone on which were laid out a series
of terraces to accommodate the gardens. The area nearest the south front of the house was laid
out with a few ornamental garden beds, recently recreated by the garden staff Below this is the
upper terrace which terminates in a balustrade. A pavilion was erected at each lower corner
which contained a statue. One of these is illustrated above. Steps led down to the much larger
lower terrace. Here, two triple-arch loggias were sited at the upper end of each corner. Only one
of these, on the west side, is still extant. The other was removed to Lilleshall in 1919. The two
smaller pavilions were removed at the same time.

Barry was responsible for the design of the general lay-out of the Italian gardens as well as all
the architectural features — the balustrades, steps, pavilions, loggias, stone seats and fountains.
The Duke of Sutherland was apparently responsible for the decision to erect a statue of Perseus
and Medusa copied by permission of the Duke of Tuscany from the one by Benvenuto Cellini in
Florence sculpted in 1550. This was erected in 1840 on a prominent site at the end of the main
avenue leading down to the lake. All of these features can be located on the Ordnance Survey
map on page 4. What the maps do not show are the numerous other statues, urns and stone
vases which were such a striking feature of the Italian gardens. Most of these architectural
ornaments were removed in the twentieth century.

Barry also the designed the private conservatory located on the south west side of the main
block. The illustration on the next page shows the conservatory full of ferns and rare tropical
plants with a statue of Venus at bath in the centre. This building is still standing, in a very
dilapidated condition, though it has lost its original glazed roof
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The Private Conservatory.

One of the first designs produced by Charles Barry for the Duke of Sutherland in 1834 was for
the Children’s Cottage. This was built on the east side of the river Trent. The illustration below,
from William Molyneux, Trentham Hall and its Gardens, shows the cottage and ornamental
garden in 1857. The cottage is still standing at the back of the garden centre, though it has lost
the adjacent garden. Initially, access to this cottage was by the cast-iron bridge erected in the
eighteenth century. By the 1890s a new bridge in the form of a boat attached to two cables
stretched across the river Trent had been constructed further north providing a more direct
access from the Hall to the Cottage. (See Ordnance Survey Map on page 13.)

- CHILDRENS’ GARDEN.






