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These notes have been prepared for a history walk which will look at the estate buildings behind
Trentham Hall constructed in the 1840s for the second Duke of Sutherland. Many of the original
building plans produced by Charles Barry are now in the Potteries Museum in Hanley and the details
of the building process can be identified by examining the plans and related correspondence in
Staffordshire Record Office.

The walk will take in the buildings located between the Stone Road (A34), Park Drive, and the
Whitmore Road. The area can be seen on the map above, an extract from Thomas Hargreaves’ Map
of the Potteries and Newcastle-under-Lyme, published in 1832, which he dedicated to the Duke of
Sutherland. The map shows Trentham Hall before building operations began in the early 1830s.
Then the main entrance from the north was by a drive which ran from the Stone Road across the river
Trent to an entrance on the west side of Trentham Hall. To the north were the main estate buildings
and the hall farm yard. Virtually all these buildings were demolished in the 1840s and replaced by
new estate buildings in the Italianate style. One exception was a pair of cottages which probably date
from the late 18th or early 19th century. These were altered in 1840 to accommodate a new girls’
school supported by the Duchess of Sutherland (see page 13).

The map on the next page, an extract from a survey of the Trentham Hall estate in 1859, shows the
same area after the building process had been completed. The map is on a different alignment and
should be turned on its side to compare it with the maps on pages 1 and 3. Listed below are the
occupiers of the various buildings: “In Hand” means that the buildings were directly under the control
of the estate agent and were not let out to tenants. On page 3 is an extract from the first edition
ordnance survey map for the area published in 1878. The two maps show a major new feature in the
local landscape: the new Whitmore Road which was built in the mid 1840s. The entrance from Park
Drive on the new road now became a more important access point to Trentham Hall. This was the
most direct route to Whitmore Railway Station which served the residents of the Hall until a new
station was opened at Trentham in 1848.
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SURVEY OF THE TRENTHAM HALL ESTATE, 1859 (SRO: D593\H\14\3\18A)
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OCCUPIER DESCRIPTION

In Hand Mansion House, Offices, Court Yards & Pleasure Grounds
In Hand Stewards House, Farm Yard, Buildings, Timber Yards, Brewhouse
Thos Roberts House & Garden

In Hand Gas Works, Plantations, &c

Thos Blair School & Garden

In Hand Plantation

Wm Steward  Garden

In Hand Waste adjoining Poultry Yard

In Hand Poultry Yard, Boat House, &c

In Hand River Trent from the Millstream to the Moor including Island
In Hand Paddock

In Hand Osier Bed, &c.

James Mycock House & Garden

Ann Deakin House & Garden

Wm Jones House & Garden

Wm Raven House & Garden

John Macrory House & Garden

Sam Hemmings House & Garden

Richard Topping House & Gasrden

Wm Raven House & Garden

James Steele House & Garden

Joseph Machin Garden

Robert Wright House & Garden

School Trentham Girls Sunday School
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Trentham Church.

ST MARY'S CHURCH

The present building was almost entirely rebuilt to the design of Charles
Barry in 1842-43. It is reputed to be built on the foundations of the
nave of the old abbey at Trentham and the pillars which divide the aisles
from the nave were carefully preserved when the old church was taken down
and re-erected in a Gothic style (though the pillars are Norman) in the
1840s. All this was done at the cost of the Duke of Sutherland and the
church had a dual function - as the parish church of Trentham and as the
private chapel of the Hall. There was a separate entrance directly from
the Hall on the south side of the church and the gallery at the west end
formed the family pew. As one would expect the church is full of memorials
to the Leveson—-Gower family most of them located in the private memorial
chapel. The most striking of these is the alter—tomb to the Duchess of
Sutherland sculpted by Noble and erected by her son in 1871.

Monument nf Hovriet Durhece af Suthovlaond Twomitbme Chawch



THE COTTAGES ON PARK DRIVE

The cottages which originally occupied this site (see map page 1) were demolished in August 1842 and
replaced with four new brick and tile cottages probably to designs produced by Charles Barry. One of
the first residents was “Macbeth the Piper” who had been brought down from Scotland to entertain
visitors to Trentham Hall. He had left by the time of the 1851 census. Another cottage was occupied by
Robert Wright who was responsible for producing the beer and bread consumed at the Hall. His
brewery and bakery were located further along Park Drive at the entrance to to the estate farm yard.
One of the cottages was used for a Sunday school which was later converted to a “Girls and Infants
School” in the 1860s (see map page 3).

The view above from the bridge over the River Trent towards the Stone Road (A34) shows the cottages
just before the First World War. The mausoleum is just visible through the trees while the building
standing opposite the end of Park Drive is the former Trentham Boys School.

In 1851 the four cottages were occupied as follows: PLACE OF BIRTH

1 Richard Topping Head Married 49 Stud Groom Suffolk Ashley
Ruth Topping Wife Married 50 Staffs, Hill Chorlton

2 Samuel Hemmings Head Widower 74 Retired Labourer Staffs, Trentham
Susan Hemmings Dau Single 35 Domestic Duties Staffs, Trentham
William Hemmings Son  Married 29 Labourer Staffs, Trentham
Margaret Hemmings D-in-L. Married 30 Domestic Duties Scotland
Samuel Hemmings Gdson Single 20 Labourer Staffs, Trentham
Joseph Hemmings Gdson Single 13  Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Joanna Hemmings Gddau Single 5  Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Donald Hemmings Gdson Single 3 At Home Staffs, Trentham
William Hemmings Gdson Single 1 At Home Staffs, trentham

3 (Sunday School)

4 Robert Wright Head Married 52 Brewer and Baker Staffs, Bradeley
Sarah Wright Wife Married 46 Staffs, Whitmore
Robert Wright Son Single 19 Carpenter Staffs, Trentham
Elizabeth A Wright Dau Single 17 Domestic Duties Staffs, Trentham
Fanny Wright Dau Single 7  Scholar Staffs, Trentham

Today (1998) the cottages are almost completely hidden by the trees and bushes which have been
allowed to grow unchecked in the front gardens since the cottages were abandoned almost twenty years
ago. The buildings are derelict, the property of St Modwens, who are now the owners of Trentham

Hall Gardens.



THE COTTAGES IN THE VICINITY OF THE POACHERS COTTAGE PH

Most of the buildings which stand in the vicinity of the Poachers Cottage PH can be found on the map
on page 1. Unlike many of the other structures in the vicinity of Trentham Hall they were not
demolished in the 1840s and replaced by new buildings. Instead the cottages were ungraded in various
ways mainly by the construction of new roofs, doors and windows.

The most important of these buildings was the present Poachers Cottage which is described in the
estate papers as a “House” with “Brewhouse” attached. From c.1835 to c.1880 it was occupied by the
Steele family. Below is the 1851 census return for James Steele, tailor:

James Steele Head Widower 41 Tailor & Draper Employing 8 Men Salop, Childs Ercall

Helen Steele Dau Single 17 At Home Staffs, Trentham
Samuel Steele Son Single 14 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Thomas Bould StepS Single 21 Railway Clerk Staffs, Trentham
Emma Edwards St. Single 16 House Servant Salop, Rockwardine

By 1864, conveniently located near the Mausoleum, he had added the trade of undertaking to his
business. After his death in the mid 1870s the house remaind in the occupation of his children,
Herbert and Ada Steele, who are described as “Farmers” in the 1880 trade directory.

The house further along the road, now known as “Cranberry”, was also an important house in the
village because in the second half of the nineteenth century it served as the local post office. For most
of this time it was occupied by members of the Deakin family and their descendants. The earliest
occupier who can be located is William Deakin, a labourer, who was living there in 1842. By the late
1840s his widow, Ann Deakin, had converted the premises into a grocer’s shop. In the 1851 census she
is returned as follows:

Anne Deakin Head Widow 53 Grocer & Provision Dealer Staffs, Trentham
Mary Deakin Dau Single 21 Assistant “ “ Staffs, Trentham
Elizabeth Deakin Dau  Single 20 Milliner Staffs, Stone
Eliza Deakin Dau Single 10 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Norman McDonald Lodger Single 34 Gardener Scotland

The post office had originally been located on the other side of the road by the mausoleum in the
Trentham School House and was run by John Powell, the schoolmaster. By 1860 Ann Deakin had
taken over this responsibility and in the census returns of 1861 she is described as “Grocer and Post
Mistress”. Her daughter, Mary, married William Baron, a Pattern Card Maker from Salford in
Lancashire. When her mother died Mary took over the shop and post office which she occupied until
c.1884. By the time of the 1891 census the premises had been let to James Calvert:

James Calvert Head Married 37 Postmaster, Grocer, Groom Yorks, Marton cum Gr
Sarah Calvert Wife Married 31 Lancs, Manchester
Raymond Calvert Son Single 8 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Kendall Calvert Son Single 5 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Grafton Calvert Son Single 2 Scholar Stasffs, Trentham
Frank Harris Cousin Single 25 Post Office Clerk & Letter Carrier Staffs, Stone

Ann Mellor St. Single 23 General Servant Staffs, Froghall

By 1900 James Calvert had also become the poultryman to the Duke of Sutherland (see page 10).
After the First World War the post office was moved to a house in Longton Road, Trentham.

In a lane which runs from the Stone Road behind the Poachers Cottage stand two other cottages:
Peartree Cottage and Rose Cottage. In 1851 they were occupied by two estate workers employed under
the supervision of Thomas Roberts, the estate surveyor (see page 12 ). In 1851 Peartree Cottage was
occupied by John Macrory, 51, carpenter, born in Abbotts Bromley. The other occupiers were his wife,
Esther, 49, daughter, 23, seamstress, son, 20, carpenter, and 3 sons aged 14. 12 and 8 returned as
scholars. Rose Tree Cottage was then occupied by Ann Carter, 36, described as a joiner’s wife, who
had been born in Dorset. There was also a visitor present at the time, George Finley, aged 17.



The view above, ¢.1910, is taken from the bridge over the river Trent looking north. The building on
the immediate left was one of two single story lodges at either end of the fish stews. (See map page 3).
This is still extant although today it is almost entirely hidden by vegetation. Its companion on Park
Drive has long since been demolished. The taller building on the river side above is part of the complex
of buildings erected in the Poulterer's yard. All these buildings were designed by Charles Barry and
erected in the mid 1840s.

The photograph below shows the bridge over the Park Brook and the entrance to the stable yard at
Trentham Hall. The two-story building on the left was the main estate office. It housed the estate
deeds, papers and accounts and was also the location of Trentham Savings Bank between 1842 and
1887. The building on the right, demolished in the 1930s, was the hall porter’s lodge. Just visible
behind the tree is the poor lodge next to the entrance gate to Trentham churchyard. The duties of the
hall porter and the function of the poor lodge are outlined in the extract from the lodge porter’s night
book reproduced on the next two pages.
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TRENTHAM HALL: LODGE PORTER'S NIGHT BOOK, 1816-19
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The undersigned are Randal William Kirkby, parish clerk & lodge porter,
and his brother, Charles Kirkby, lodge porter.






