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SOCIAL HISTORY WALKS 2012
Andrew Dobraszczyc

These notes have bee; produced for a history walk around Trentham Park. The walk will be confined to
the part of the park which is freely open to members of the public. Information about the rest of the park
including the lake, Kings Wood and Spring valley, can be found in a separate hand-out. The purpose of
this walk is to show how the park has changed from the four hundred years from the end of the sixteenth
century to the end of the twentieth century.

Trentham was formerly the property of an Augustinian Priory founded in the middle of the 12th century.
The priory, along with other monastic institutions, was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1537 and three years
later it was bought by James Leveson, a wool merchant, from Wolverhampton. The first surviving estate
map from the end of the 16th century shows that the park originally attached to Trentham Hall was very
much smaller than it is today. The map entitled “Parcell of the Mannor of Trentham conteyning
LXXXVIII (538) acres”, dated 1599, is in Staffordshire Record Office. It shows a small pool immediately
south of “Trentham Manor House” (Trentham Hall). Below this were two fields - Nether Park and Over
Park - which totalled sixteen and a half acres. The most important feature in the landscape was
Trentham Wood or “Coppy”. In 1599 “Kings Wood” was the name given to a large area of unenclosed
land on the west side of Trentham wood. The northern boundary of Trentham wood or “Coppy” was
formed by a track which ran from the bridge over the river Trent behind Trentham Hall south west in
the direction of Beech. The land on the north west side of the track, now part of Trentham Park, was
then covered by enclosed fields. All of these features have been superimposed on the first edition six-inch
ordnance survey map above.



THOMAS BURTON’S MAP

In the early 18th century various improvements were made to the Trentham estate. The basis of these
improvements was a series of maps produced by Thomas Burton, a surveyor, which are now in
Staffordshire Record Office. One of these maps is of the parish of Trentham west of the river Trent
¢.1714 part of which is reproduced below. At the beginning of the 18th century this area west of
Trentham Hall was still occupied by 12 fields totalling almost 90 acres and the unenclosed part of Kings
Wood which contained 137% acres. Burton’s map clearly indicates the changes proposed for this land:
the existing field boundaries were to be grubbed up; the remainder of Kings Wood was to be enclosed;
and three rides were to be laid out across the enlarged park. The result of these changes was to enlarge

the park by almost 230 acres by the mid 1720s.
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LANCELOT (CAPABILITY) BROWN ®

Further developments took place in the middle of the 18t century when the land in the vicinity of the
park was enclosed by Act of Parliament in 1757. Capability Brown, the landscape gardener, was
subsequently brought in to remodel the park. His “Plan for the intended alterations at Trentham” in
Staffordshire Record Office is dated 1759. Emphasis has been laid by Dorothy Stroud in her book on
Capability Brown on two aspects of this plan. The first aspect was the removal of the formal tree-lined
drives radiating out from the Hall and their replacement by a new ‘natural’ landscape. There was to be
an uninterrupted view across this new landscape with the deer and other animals kept away from the
Hall by means of a ha ha or sunk fence. The second and most striking aspect was of course the
substantial enlargement of the lake which was to cover an area of 75 acres. What has been ignored is the
effect which the new lake had on the security of the wood and park. Once the extension to the lake was
completed there was a substantial body of water which stretched from Jervis Wood in the south almost
as far as Trentham Hall in the north and which formed a substantial barrier to anyone approaching the
park from the east. It must have shown up the deficiencies of the park boundaries elsewhere. Between
1765 and 1767 John Ansley was paid over £150 to provide 300,000 bricks and Edward and John Shaw
were paid over £200 to take down and rebuild the park wall to a height of six feet topped by stone coping
along the southern and western park boundaries.

There is another aspect which needs to be emphasized. The estate also had problems with poachers who
fished in the lake. Enlarging the lake would make it much more difficult to detect such activity at the
south end of the lake. However Brown's plan also involved the transformation of the landscape between
the new lake and the Stone Road. The fields which formerly occupied this area were to be removed and
replaced by a new open landscape of pasture land which was later called “Lower Ley” to distinguish it
from the “Upper Ley” which was formed by a similar process on the other side of the Stone Road.
Capability Brown proposed to lay out a gravel walk from the gardens south of Trentham Hall across the
river Trent by a new stone bridge then south along the edge of the ley by the Stone Road crossing over
the end of the lake by a “rotunda” and up the other side to Trentham Hall. This enlarged private
landscape was to be screened from the turnpike road by a plantation of trees and shrubs. The result was
to enlarge the park on the east side and to increase the privacy of the new lake. Not all of this plan was
put into effect. It is unlikely that the rotunda was ever built but most of the other proposals were put
into effect in the third quarter of the 18th century.

The view below dated 1783 shows Trentham Hall between clumps of trees set in the new rolling
landscape created by Capability Brown. Below the Hall is the upper part of the new lake. Cows graze in
the park land. What is also noticeable is the absence of people. Eighty years earlier part of the area in
the foreground was covered in fields under cultivation by labourers. The rest of the area was part of
Kings Wood where rights of common to graze sheep and other animals would have been exercised by the
neighbouring farmers. All of these people had been cleared out of the landscape west of the Hall. The
plan produced by Capability Brown completed this process by removing them from the landscape south
east of Trentham Hall by the enlargement of the lake and the formation of the new ley.




PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Work on the landscaping of the park appears to have been completed by the late 1760s. However access
to this landscape was not restricted to members of the Leveson Gower family of Trentham Hall. Two
public footpaths ran across the park from the present park gate at the end of Park Drive. That problem
was solved in 1772 when the House of Commons set up a committee to consider whether it was necessary
to make any revisions to the Highways Act. One of the members of the committee was Thomas Gilbert,
who by then had had thirty years of association with Earl Gower of Trentham Hall having served him in
various capacities including land agent and political agent. The Earl had also provided him with a seat
in Parliament, first for Newcastle-under-Lyme between 1763 and 1768, and then for Lichfield between
1768 and 1795. When the committee completed its deliberations it was Thomas Gilbert who presented
the report to the House of Commons on the 3rd of June 1772. One of the committee’s recommendations
was that “where any public Highway may be shortened, and made more commodious to the Public, by
diverting and turning the same, Power should be given to the Justices of the Peace....to order such Road
to be diverted and turned.” It is possible that the proposal may have come from Earl Gower himself or at
least from his agent. In any case, as events subsequently showed, the Earl must have been well
informed about the recommendation. The report was accepted by the House of Commons and the
proposal for diverting highways was embodied in a new Highways Act which became law in 1773 (13 Geo
I1I ¢.78, clause 19). The first landowner in Staffordshire to take advantage of the new Act was Earl
Gower.

On the 28th of July 1774 Walter Sneyd Esq., of Keele Hall, and Thomas Mills Esq., of Barlaston Hall,
neighbours of Earl Gower, and Justices of the Peace, met in Special Sessions at Trentham and found
upon view that two footpaths through Trentham Park could be “diverted and turned to make the same
nearer and more commodious to the publick”. They proposed that one footpath which ran from the
bridge over the river Trent south through Trentham park to Tittensor Heath should be closed and
replaced by another footpath much further to the east which ran along the Stone Road and down through
the Upper Ley to Strongford Bridge. The other footpath ran south west from bridge over the Trent
across Trentham Park past Toft Pool to the Eccleshall Road. Yates’ Map of Staffordshire shows that the
area around Toft Pool had been planted with trees by 1775. To keep the public away from this
plantation and the pool the footpath was diverted further north so that it came out on the Eccleshall
Road opposite the entrance to Toft Farm. On the same day Earl Gower signed two declarations
consenting to the diversions and agreeing to keep the new footpaths in repair. The two Justices of the
Peace came back on the 12th of September and issued certificates declaring that the new footpaths and
stiles were in good condition and repair. There was no provision in the Act of Parliament for the
notification of or consultation with local inhabitants or indeed any other members of the public. The
three local landowners had fulfilled all the requirements of the Act. The Trentham Hall Estate now had
the power to keep the public out of Trentham wood and away from the lake as well as from the Toft Pool
and the adjacent plantation. >
The extract from Yates’ Map of Staffordshire below shows the area around Trentham Hall in 1775
shortly after the diversion orders were made. The dash lines added to the map represent the new
footpaths approved in 1774.
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ACCESS TO THE PARK

Gower family went to a great deal of trouble to restrict public rights of access to the park.
However having spent a large sum of money enlarging and landscaping the park they were quite happy
to allow the public to view the results of their endeavours. The general public were still allowed to visit

the park but the estate could now divide the park and wood into two areas: the

The Leveson-

open park and wood”

“«

which visitors were not

through which the remaining public footpath ran and the “closed park and wood”

normally permitted to enter. The two areas were separated by a park pale. The map below shows

Trentham Park in 1830. The dotted line indicates the area open to the public after 1775.
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VISITORS

By the end of the 1770s visitors to the park could be accommodated in the new Trentham Inn. This was
rebuilt between 1777 and 1779 to a design produced by Thomas Tittensor. Under the capable
management of Thomas Goodwin who was the landlord between 1780 and 1821 the public house attacted
an appreciative clientele. One of its regular visitors was the Rev William Fernyhough, curate at St
Peter’s church, Stoke. He wrote the following poem describing the delights of the inn which appeared in
his book “Poems on several occasions” published in 1814.
LINES ON TRENTHAM INN

The Traveller, tir'd, can here with pleasure stay,

Nor think, in tarrying, he has lost a Day;

For in this good House he meets with choicest Cheer,

Good Wine, good Porter, and most famous Beer;

Whilst TRENTHAM’S grand and charming Scenes supply

A Feast delicious to the Stranger’s eye;

And when his power o'er mortals, Morpeus sheds,

Here are clean Chambers, and well-air'd beds.

The Landlord, too, truth bids us much command,

In him we find the pleasant, social Friend;

Gen'rous, obliging, studious all to please,

He fills his Station with becoming Ease;

In short, at TRENTHAM INN such Comforts reign,

He, who calls once, is sure to call again.

One of the visitors who stayed at the inn was John Byng, later Viscount Torrington. His published
diaries record a tour of the north in 1792 which included a visit to Trentham Hall and Park. “To
Trentham, where into a smart looking in I enter'd... After tea drinking I walk’d into Trentham Park.
Trentham House has been wonderfully alter’d, from the grand, to the modern. In the park, my old friend
Lancelot Brown is to be traced at every turn; he, certainly, was a grand planner, and leveller of ground —
and a judicious former of water; (the lake, here, is very fine, but above the house,) but he was too severe
upon the avenues — now, narrow avenues are charming, shady walks; and if wide, grant things.

But the glory of Trentham is the fronting wood, of age, and magnificence; such a bosom is not to be met
with! Thro’ this wood, did Jacques, (for I have heard of his character) wander in happy meditation;
wanting, only, warmth, and summer thoughts; nor did I return till 9 o’clock; when, over a fire, sitting in
my gt. Coat, I eat the first peas I have seen this season. Oh! November, you will be quickly upon us with
your threats! Why will not an end of June cheer us?

June 29t A dark doubtful morning, much rain has fallen in the night; and the roads are as dirty as at
Xmas This inn is well placed, in good country, and with a good kitchen garden; but as usual there are no
feathers in the bolster and pillow. (In gentlemanly houses it is often (not) better) and down falls your
head, till it reaches the wood, the cord, or the ticking! After breakfast, and a complete suit of clean linen;
I walk’d to Trentham Hall; horses to follow; the church and church yard are attached to the house; surely
when Ld Gower took down the steeple, he might have removed the church?

A grand housekeeper transferr'd me, for my survey, to a servant maid, (the old front was magnificent;
but the present ones are quite ugly, and mean) the inside contains no vestige of antiquity, or of old
furniture; and what is very extraordinary, there in not one old family portrait in the house!”

Only members of the aristocracy and the gentry were allowed into the Hall and usually only when the
Leveson-Gower family was away. The park had a much larger number of visitors though here again as
the following extract shows many events were held during the working week which effectively restricted
the number of onlookers. The report is from the North Staffordshire Mercury 23 July 1836: On
Wednesday, the Pottery Cricket Club had a field day in Trentham Park. Although the weather was
unpropitious, the club, in an omnibus and four, with the Newcastle brass band, arrived at the ground in
good time, and was soon followed by the equipages of many respectable families. The park and grounds
were very much enlivened by the appearance of groups of very elegantly dressed ladies. The games were
very well played and severely contested. An elegant-cold collation was served under a canvass awning,
and there were many picnic cloths spread in different parts of the grounds. At the close of play a
challenge was sent through the most respectable channel to play the Pottery club, with persons to be
selected from within four miles of Newcastle, which in the name of the club was immediately accepted by
the chairman, C Aitkens, Esq., to come off on Friday, in Stoke Wakes week on the same ground.



THE PARK KEEPER

Trentham Park was the responsibility of the park keeper. In the 18% century the position was in the
hands of the Penson family who had been in the service of the Leveson family since the 1580s. By early
1740s James Penson was employed as park-keeper at Trentham. He died in 1769 and his son, also
James Penson, took over the position. He and his wife lived in the new lodge built at the southern end of
Trentham lake in 1776. When he died in 1814 at the age of 73 his eldest surviving son, John, succeeded
him as park keeper. At the time of the 1841 census his household was returned as follows:

“TITTENSOR PARK LODGE” WHETHER BORN IN STAFFORDSHIRE
John Penson 65 Forester Yes

Reuben Penson 25 Assistant Forester Yes

George Penson 25 Foreman to Park Labourers Yes

Thomas Penson 10 Yes

Mary Penson 20 Yes

Elixabeth Penson 65 Yes

Margaret Mullagan 25 F(emale) S(ervant) Ireland

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries the park-keeper had three areas of responsibility: the
management of the park and its deer; the management of Kings Wood; and the letting of Trentham Ley.
Trentham Ley was a large area of open pasture land created in the mid 18th century out of the fields
situated on both sides of the Stone Road east of Trentham Park Lake. The land east of the Stone Road
was known as the “Upper Ley” and the land on the opposite side of the road was known as “Lower Ley.
The ley was let out to farmers and butchers moving stock north to the industrial cities.

In the early 1840s the sub-agent at Trentham expressed dissatisfaction with the way in which the woods
were being managed:

Letter from William Lewis, sub-agent at Trentham, to James Loch, agent to the Duke of Sutherland, 3
April 1840:

I wish for his Grace’s interest that the management of the Park and Woods may be disunited for many
reasons I can give you, there are now many valuable plantations that require great and constant
attention but I will explain myself more fully when we meet which I hope may be soon.

Ditto: 22 May 1841:

Old Penson’s bad state of health made him quite unfit to look after the woods and woodmen properly.
But on several occasions her Grace named Woolley as being a successful planter, my reply was that I did
not consider him active enough as a woodman at Trentham, it required a very active man and I have
often complained to you on that subject.

John Penson to James Loch, 9 March 1842:

I have received yours and am much obliged to the clear manner in which you have pointed out the orders
I have to attend to, and I will take every care that they are strictly obeyed. I have Mr Henny an estimate
of all the extra work for the present month according to orders which I hope you have received, the only
extra work I have heard of is to raise and improve the Island in Toft Pool, and when the water is
sufficiently low to measure the distance the mud will have to be wheeled, I will send you an estimate we
are going to improve the solidity of the drive through King’s Wood but that will be done by the park
labourers at day wages.

When “old Penson” died his son, Reuben, took over as park-keeper. His duties no longer included the
management of the woods which became the responsibility of a wood ranger. In the 1851 census his
entry at Park Lodge, Tittensor was as follows:

Reuben Penson Head Married 39 Park keeper Staffs, Trentham
Mary Ann Penson Wife Married 36 Staffs, Trentham
Tabitta Peak St Single 26 House Servant Staffs, Swinnerton
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Reuben moved to Hanchurch in 1861 and his brother George Penson was appointed as park-keeper and
moved into the lodge in time to be recorded in the census of that year:

“PARK LODGE, TITTENSOR”

George Penson Head Married 46 Park keeper Staffs, Trentham
Jane Penson Wife Married 40 Staffs, Trentham
Elizabeth Penson Dau Single 12 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
John Penson Son  Single 5 Scholar Staffs, Trentham
Ann Symcox St Single 17 House Servant Staffs, Trentham

George Penson was the last of the family to hold this position a fact noted by the Staffordshire Advertiser
in his obituary in 1889:

THE LATE PARK RANGER AT TRENTHAM. The death of George Penson, of the Park Lodge,
Trentham, who for a period of 28 years has been a faithful and valued servant to the Trentham family,
took place on the 5% inst. The deceased had been out of health for the last 15 months, his illness
originating in a fall in the snow. He suffered lately from bronchitis, which terminated in his death at the
age of 74 years. In his last illness he was visited by the Marquis and Machioness of Stafford and the
Earl of Cromartie, by whom he was held in the highest esteem. Mr Penson is the last survivor of a long
and respected race of foresters and park-rangers at Trentham. He was the son of John Penson, who for
many years was forester to the second Duke of Sutherland, and was first succeeded by his son Reuben,
and on the death of the latter by the deceased. The ancestor of the Penson family came to England with
Admiral Sir Richard Levison, a grand ancestor to the present Duke, after the defeat of the Invincible
Armada in 1588. The interment took place on the 9% inst. when several officials of the estate attended to
show their respect.

DEER

The deer herd was one of the responsibilities of the Penson family. As the size of the park increased in
the 18th century so did the size of the deer herd. The estate accounts regularly record expenditure on
the construction and repair of the deer barns and shelters. Payments were also made for the annual cull.
In 1770 for example the agent paid Thomas Walklate for assisting James Penson in killing deer for ten
days at 10d per day. Venison was supplied to a growing list of recipients. By the end of the century it
included prominent local landowners, senior clergymen, the family’s bankers in London, and venison
supplied for various civic events and social occasions in Staffordshire. The list for 1803 from the estate
accounts in Staffordshire Record Office is reproduced on the next two pages.

Venison was sometimes supplied on more than one occasion to favoured recipients. One of these was the
Sneyd family of Keele Hall. In the estate papers in Keele University Library there are letters between
Col W Sneyd, then on duty at Windsor, and Thomas Breck his agent at Keele. They include several
letters in 1798 concerning the supply of venison from Trentham Park. The first was sent by Col Sneyd
on 27 July asking for half a buck from Trentham for a dinner he was proposing to host at Windsor.
Thomas Breck replied four days later as follows:

Sir,

I was favoured with yours yesterday Morning and have been with Penson the keeper at Trentham who
informs me that he has not yet killed any Venison but what has been stall red — that he shd be able to
send you some better venison next week than this, therefore as I do not understand that you are
immediate want of it I settled with him to send you half a Buck on Thursday the 9t of August next
which will be in London on Friday and I hope you will receive it on Saturday the 11%. He intends killing
it the day before he sends it off, and I am to send your keeper with a leveret, if he can get one, on the
same day.”

Thomas Breck wrote on the same subject on 18t November 1798:
Sir,

Mr Penson of Trentham informs me that he has orders from the Marquis of Stafford to send you a
Doe, and wishes to know when you will please to have it — he says they are now at the best and he
expects them to sink very soon.






