"KEELE Trentham and the Great Unwashed
S EEESEE Andrew Dobraszczyc

These notes have been prepared for a lecture which is part of a series of five lectures called “Trentham
Displayed”. The lectures at the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery, Bethesda Street, Hanley, are based
on work done by five historians on the the collection of architectural drawings prepared by Charles
Barry for the rebuilding of Trentham Hall for the Duke of Sutherland between 1833 and 1850. This
particular lecture will address the question: what do the buildings designed by Charles Barry tell us
about the relationship between this aristocratic family and the local community in the nineteenth
century?

Before we can understand what was happening to the Hall in the nineteenth century it is necessary to
make some brief reference to its earlier history. Trentham Hall, gardens and park which exist today
are essentially the creation of two individuals: Granville Leveson-Gower, the second Earl Gower, who
succeeded to the title in 1754 and was created Marquess of Stafford in 1786. In the fifty years during
which he owned the estate the park and surrounding area were completely transformed. Quite simply,
the public was cleared out of the landscape around the Hall. This process will be described in another
lecture at a later date. It is sufficient to say here that five major changes took place within this period:
all the waste land around the park was enclosed; the park was doubled in size; a high wall was built
around the south and west sides of the enlarged park; public footpaths across the park were closed or
diverted; and the new park was landscaped by “Capability” Brown.

The second individual who transformed the Hall and gardens was the second Duke of Sutherland who
succeeded to the title in 1833 and who died in 1861. As a result of his rebuilding of the Hall and
gardens the public was re-admitted to the landscape but on very different terms from the way in which
they had occupied it in the early 18th century. The re-admission was conditional on their good
behaviour. There was always the threat of the closure of the park gates. And it was only a partial re-
admission - the gardens were not open to the general public. The deserving poor - travellers along the
high road - were made welcome when the family was at home by the building of the poor lodge. But
the mob which had posed a threat to the Hall during the riots which took place in the Staffordshire
Potteries in August 1842 was to be kept at bay by the new police force and police station strategically
located on the road to Longton. Certain other groups were also favoured. Trentham Cricket Club was
provided with a ground near the west entrance to the Hall. Crowd control was not a problem since
matches always took place during the working day. The North Staffordshire Hunt was made equally
welcome by the third Duke in 1862. Finally there is the astonishing contrast between the opulence of
the new Hall, its gardens and service buildings and the architecturally undistinguished collection of
buildings in the village of Trentham immediately adjacent to the Hall. This was not how it was
originally planned in the 1830s as is shown by the evidence on pages 18-20.

The illustration below, drawn by J P Neale, shows Trentham Hall before Charles Barry got to work on
the building. This was the view from the park in about 1830 and should be contrasted with the view

which appears on the bottom of page 6 after the landscape immediately around the Hall had been
transformed.
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ACCESS TO THE HALL, GARDENS AND PARK

The extract below from Thomas Hargreaves, Map of the Staffordshire Potteries and Newcastle-under- -
Lyme, 1832, shows Trentham Hall and the park shortly before Charles Barry was commissioned to
rebuild the Hall. The northern access was from the Stone Road via a narrow bridge across the river
Trent along Park Drive and around to the west front of the Hall. There was a small garden on the
south side of the Hall but most of the area between the lake, the Hall, and the ha ha (a sunk deer fence
shown by a black line on the map) was occupied by a lawn. Running alongside the ha ha was the
London Drive which ran down through Kings Wood to the entrance lodge on the Stone Road at
Tittensor. The dotted line shown running from the park entrance south west across the map was the
public footpath across the park. The Hall was open to view by pedestrians along the footpath and by
visitors to the park (see the illustration on page 1.)
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In the second quarter of the nineteenth century Charles Barry made three major changes to the access
arrangements to the Hall. The first change was to widen the bridge across the river Trent between the
Stone Road and Park Drive. The narrow width of this bridge had been a problem for a considerable
period of time and it was one reason why a new and wider bridge was built further north across the
Trent in the 1740s. In the late 1830s Charles Barry prepared plans for the rebuilding of the old bridge
across the Trent. The plans in Staffordshire Record Office show that the old stonework facing the Hall
on the south side was retained and the bridge was widened to twice its original width with new
masonry on the north side. The recesses over the buttresses which formerly allowed pedestrians to
avoid horses and carriages on the narrow bridge were retained in the design of the new bridge on the
north side.

The second change was the construction of a new set of gates was at the entrance to the park: large
central gates for vehicles with two smaller gates for pedestrians on either side. The Duke of
Sutherland had no legal right to close all of the gates because there was a public right of way from the
entrance across the park to the Eccleshall Road which had been confirmed at the Staffordshire quarter
sessions in 1774. However, the gates were a reminder that access to the park was granted on a “grace
and favour” basis which the Duke could withdraw at any time. Indeed for a short period of time in
1865 the public was locked out of the park. On 22 April 1865 The Staffordshire Advertiser reported:
“The privilege of free access to the fine park belonging to the Duke of Sutherland, at Trentham, has
been so long enjoyed by the public, and to those in the immediate neighbourhood is of such inestimable
value, that one cannot refrain from expressing regret that the Duke has deemed himself justified in
ordering something like a general lock-out’. Knowing how highly the kindness of the Duke, in opening
his park is appreciated, we hope he will consider the matter.... and that the great majority may not be
made to suffer for the misconduct of the few.” The report did not mention the illegal closure of the
public right of way but it was this which forced the estate to reopen the gates shortly afterwards.

The photograph below from the Warrillow Collection at Keele University was taken in about 1910. It
shows the view from Park Drive towards the park entrance gates. On the right are part of the service
buildings constructed in the 1840s and now converted into residential accommodation.




The third major alteration took place on the west side of the new Hall. In the early 19th century the ha
ha, which kept the deer out of the garden and the lawn, ran quite close to the west side of Trentham
Hall. The drive to the west front of the house crossed the ha ha by a stone bridge which had been
constructed in the mid 18th century. In the late 1830s the whole of the northern section of the ha ha
was filled in and the boundary to the Hall and gardens moved further west. The stone bridge over the
ha ha was moved to a new site over the Hargreaves brook where it still stands today. Within the
enlarged area on the west side of the house Charles Barry constructed a single storey, semi-circular
structure fronted by a porte-couchere, still standing today, with the family coat of arms prominently
displayed over each arch. In front of this was a large circular drive with a statute of Diana in the
centre (see photograph below). The ground between the house and the gardens was raised with heaps
of soil and planted with trees, bushes and shrubs. The new Hall and Italian gardens were now largely
hidden from view. The public was kept out of this new private landscape by a cast iron fence embedded
in a low stone wall which ran from the park entrance on Park Drive around to the ha ha below the
gardens. By the beginning of 1843 Charles Barry had designed a pair of single storey entrance lodges
and gates for the entrance to the circular drive in front of the house. Each lodge was topped by a life-
sized bronze stag. By the late 1890s the park entrance lodges had been taken down and moved from
the edge of the circular drive to a new location slightly further west at the junction of the carriage
drives to the hall. The gates were also widened at the same time. In the mid 1930s, shorn of their
bronze stags, the lodges were moved for a second time to a new location on the Stone Road opposite the
mausoleum where they still stand today.

The photograph below from the Warrillow collection at Keele University was taken in about 1880 and
shows the original location of the park lodges and gates on the west side of the house. This is the view
which would have been seen by the family and guests of the Duke and Duchess and this entrance
would also have been used for public celebrations and entertainments at the Hall.

The extract from the first edition ordnance survey map on the mext page shows the results of these
changes by 1878. The entrance gates from Park Drive are clearly marked on the map above Trentham
parish church. The remains of the old ha ha are shown by the stippled line running up from the
bottom centre of the map. Three carriage drives ran up to the west entrance to the Hall: the Newcastle
drive from the north; the Lilleshall drive from the west; and the London drive from the south. They are
all shown on the map together with the cricket ground which had been in use by the Trentham Cricket
Club since the early 1830s.
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THE PUBLIC AND THE PRIVATE VIEW

When William Molyneux produced his book on Trentham and its gardens in 1857 he warned his
readers that the gardens were not open to the general public: “To prevent misconception, the Author
begs to remark that the work is not offered as a guide to the several places described, which term might
lead to the supposition that the whole is thrown open to the Public. By kind permission of his Grace
unrestricted access to the Park is permitted, but to view the Hall and Gardens is an especial favour.”
The illustration above was produced for sale to the public in 1849. It shows a view of the Hall and
gardens which would only have been visible to the aristocratic family and their friends. The
photograph below, from the Warrillow collection at Keele University, shows the view which the public
would have seen from the park in about 1900: The Hall rising above the trees and the gardens entirely
hidden from view.




VISITORS TO THE PARK

The rebuilding of Trentham Hall and the laying-out of the gardens aroused enormous interest in north
Staffordshire. The progress of building operations was described in the local press which also reported
the lavish celebrations which accompanied the marriage of Lady Evelyn Leveson Gower, the second
daughter of the Duke and Duchess, at Trentham in October 1843. This event was also widely reported
in the national press while the lllustrated London News included in its report a brief description of
Barry’s reconstruction of the Hall. William Dean, a printer and stationer, who had opened a shop in a
new development in High Street, Stoke-upon-Trent, by the Spode works, capitalised on the public
interest by commissioning a local artist, F W Hulme, to produce an illustrations of the new Hall. His
drawing was engraved in line on steel by G Greatbach and published by William Dean on the 10th of
June 1843. The advertisement for this and other engravings appeared in the North Staffordshire
Mercury in the 11th of November 1843. His print of Trentham Hall shown below is rather crude
compared with the illustration on the previous page but it shows the newly completed Hall in the
centre with visitors to the park in the foreground. All of this helped to reinforce public interest in
Trentham and it is from this period that the tradition of visiting Trentham Park on “Trentham
Thursday” during the local industrial holiday in August began (see separate hand-out).

W. DEAN

EGS, to announce, .uat Parts I and II, of
VIEWS 'IN. THE POTTERIES, NEW-
CASTLE, sad NEIGHBOURROOD, are now

l‘drc
Part I eomtsing . Trenibam Hall, Barslem, acd
uw"o
Part II contains Longport Hall, Newcastle, and
8toke.upon. Trent.
Lmperial 4to, India Proofs, 3s. each part.
L Prints, ls. 6d. **
¢ 8ro, “ ls. “
Oa.Laetter Paper, 3. 6d. per Quirs.

Stoke-upoae Trent, published by Wi Dzaw, and
sold by tbe Booksellers in:the neighbourhbod.

R

R Iy R s

E S,
s i s Tl /

s =

\oeon Nma




® THE POOR LODGE

In mediaeval country house it had been the practice to employ an almoner, usually a clerk in holy
orders, to say grace and to collect and distribute the left-overs from each meal to the poor. The account
books for Trentham Hall record the distribution of “poors meat” and “poores bread” in the 17th century.
This practice was discontinued in many country houses in the 18th century. But-not at Trentham.
James Loch, the agent at Trentham Hall, reported approvingly in his book “An Account of the
Improvements on the Estate of the Marquess of Stafford”, in 1820: “During the residence of the family
at Trentham, there is distributed daily, to every poor object, who is travelling along the road, and who
applies for the same, a portion of good wholesome bread, in quantity about 14 ounces to each full-grown
man, and less in proportion to women and children, with a pint of good table beer. The number of
people who received this donation in 1819, amounted to 9504 men, 2376 women and 1789 children,
consuming 1590 loaves, and 1703 gallons of beer. From this charity are excepted all soldiers and
sailors receiving the King’s pay, and all persons residing within the parish of Trentham, or its
immediate vicinity.”

When Charles Barry produced plans for the rebuilding of the rear access to the Hall he was asked to
include a facility for poor travellers. The photograph below shows the view from Park Drive across the
bridge over the Park (or Hargreaves) Brook. The two-storey building on the left was the main estate
office. It housed the estate deeds and papers and was also the location of Trentham Savings Bank
between 1842 and 1887. The building on the right (demolished in the 1930s) was the porter’s lodge. It
was his duty to distribute beer and ale to travellers when the family were in residence. Barry’s plan
for the porter’s lodge included an “Ale store for beer” at the back. Just visible in the photograph behind
the tree is part of the arched entrance to the poor lodge next to the entrance gate to Trentham church-
yard. When the original plans were produced by Barry in 1838 the poor lodge was almost hidden away
behind a narrow doorway. This was clearly unsatisfactory and was replaced by a new plan which
allowed for a more prominent architectural treatment. The original simple doorway was replaced by
three arched columns which gave access to a small room with benches on two sides and a serving hatch
from the porter’s lodge. The benevolence of the Duke of Sutherland was now more prominently
displayed to every visitor to the church and park. The problem for travellers was that the family was
often away from the Hall for long periods of time. The summary list on the next page shows the
number of days each year during which beer and bread were distributed between 1848 and 1868. For
most of the 1860s the family were only in residence for a few days in the year and the pactice of
distributing beer and bread at Trentham was discontinued at the beginning of 1868.




THE DRINKING FOUNTAIN

Travellers who turned up at the lodge to discover that the family was away had one facility available -
a public drinking fountain - which was built on the side of the porter’s lodge in 1841. The spring water
gushed from a dolphin-headed spout into a shell-grooved basin and there was a chained cup attached.
The illustration below is taken from William Molyneux book on Trentham. He accupied the position of
lodge porter at Trentham Hall from 1854 to 1860. His predecessor, Charles Kirkby, filled in the
account book on the next page which had to be submitted for inspection by the agent at the end of
every month. ¥

A SUMMARY OF THE LOAVES DISTRIBUTED AT TRENTHAM HALL LODGE, 1848-68
(S.R.0. D593/N/2/8/7)

LOAVES BEER (Hogsheads)
7 April 1848 to 21 April 1848 482 8
16 July 1848 to 2 Aug 1848 206 4
11 Dec 1848 to 5 April 1849 1849: 1910 32
8 Oct 1849 to 31 Oct 1849 119 days 263 4
1 Jan 1850 to 7 Feb 1850 1850: 358 7
24 Mar 1850 to 13 April 1850 68 days 257 aq
23 Dec 1850 to 20 Mar 1851 882 10
5 April 1851 to 29 April 1851 1851: 243 4
25 Aug 1851 to: 28 Aug 1851 113 days 72 1
19 Dec 1851 to 21 Feb 1852 747 13%
5 Mar 1852 to 29 Mar 1852 1852: 312 6
4 April 1852 to 20 April 1gs2 26 days 216 3
23 Dec 1852 to 26 Jan 1853 1853: 210 4
6 Feb 1853 to 16 Feb 1853 78 days 86 2
16 Nov 1853 to 20 Feb 1854 1854: 653 11%
19 Nov 1854 to 29 Dec 1854 92 days 290 5
5 Feb 1855 to 22 Feb 1855 1855: 55 ®;
7 Aug 1855 to 21 Aug 1855 75 days 139 2%
7 Nov 1855 to 30 Nov 1855 195 3
1 Dec 1855 to 16 Feb 1856 1856: 596 © 10
23 June 1856 to 24 June 1856 73 days 17
8 Aug 1856 to 18 Aug 1856 © 168 2
19 Dec 1856 to 17 Jan 1857 1857: 272 4
18 June 1857 to 22 June 1857 53 days 30
12 July 1857 to 28 July 1857 160 2
18 Dec 1857 to 15 Jan 1858 1858: 323 5%
9 July 1858 to 28 July 1858 33 days 215 3
24 Dec 1858 to 5 April 1859 1859: 821
28 Aug 1859 to 7 Sept 1859 143 days 60
25 Nov 1859 to 14 Feb 1860 1860: 429
5 Aug 1860 to 14 Aug 1860 101 days 80 1%
16 Nov 1860 to 21 Mar 1861 1861: 80 days 1481 21
% Jan 1862 to 21 Jan 1862 1862: 15 days 174
11 Feb 1864 to 18 Feb 1864 1864: 21 days 115
19 Dec 1864 to 31 Dec 1864 66%
27 December 1865 to 31 Dec 1865 1gg5: 5 days 36
1 Jan 1866 to 15 Jan 1866 1866: 15 days 128
15 Jan 1867 to 31 Jan 1867 1867: 22 days 153
27 Dec 1867 to 1 Jan 1868 82

(distribution of bread and beer ends at the beginning of 1868)






