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A walk around Trentham village

Tutor: Andrew Dobraszczyc
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The map above, part of William Yates's Map of Staffordshire, 1775,
shows the area around Trentham Hall and village. The road running
north-south in the centre of the map is the present A34 which was
then the first road turnpiked in Staffordshire in 1714. Un until
the 17th century the road from Stone to Hanford had been via the
present Barlaston Old Road and New Inn Lane. A toll gate house was
built on the main road at Trentham and the name of the toll collector
is recorded in the Trentham Parish registers on the 12th August 1722,
when Sarah "D. of Rich. & Eliz. Emery, Collectr. of ye Turnpike" was
baptised.
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The map above, part of Thomas Hargreaves Map of the Staffordshire
Potteries, 1832, shows the area around the village. One of the most
prominent features is the mausoleum described in the two extracts
below.

E) The Marquis of Stafford has just completed, at Trentham, in staffordshire,

a building of singular construction, being the only edifice of the sort
in the country. It is a cemetery, after the manner of the.Roman tombs,
and, like them, is situated on the road side. The Ancients usually built
their tombs near the highways, which, while it reminded them of their
ancestors, was a useful warning to a traveller to mind his business, and
not to loiter on the road. The building is of stone, of the most durable
workmanship, and exhibits a style of grand and solid architecture highly
expressive of the subject. It is a square of 40 feet on the base, and
rises pyramidically 40 feet high. The inside contains 40 catacombs under
one groined arch of stone; the whole is lined with beautifully dark and
highly polished marble.

The Staffordshire Advertiser, 14 May 1808

in one part of it, close to the high road, stands the mausoleum, erected

by the late Duke as his family cemetery, and consisting of a massive
pyramidal pile of stone, two stories in height, the upper part of which
contains a bell, and is surmounted by a cross. The interior has an
apartment for performing the funeral service, and has 20 catacombs on

each side, faced with Derbyshire marble; but none of them are yet occupied
except one, in which are deposited the remains of a daughter of the present
Duke.

‘2) ... a new parochial burial-ground has been formed in the village, and

William White, Directory of Staffordshire, 1834




The other prominent buildings on the map are the Parsonage House

for the vicar at Trentham and the school house which stood on the
north side of the entrance to the carriage drive to the Parsonage.
This was originally founded for the education of poor boys of the

village but had become a paid school by the 18th century.

Girls

were not catered for until the Duchess of Sutherland built a new
girls' school near the Whitmore road c.1844. The photgraph shows
the schoolmaster's house c.1912.

1851 CENSUS
PARSONAGE HOUSE

Edward J Edwards
Elizabeth A Edwards
Justinian H Edwards
Katherine Edwards
Edith L Edwards
Beatrice M Edwards
James Edwards
William Woodward
Eliza Hazeldine
James Thomas
Elizabeth Mackrory
Anmne Timmis
Elizabeth Lake

TRENTHAM POST OFFICE

John Powell
Elma Powell
John Powell
Anne M Powell
Robert G Powell
Alfred E Powell
Susan G Powell
Mary Powell
Sarah A Powell
Ellen S Powell
Fanny Jones
Robert Gittins
Jane Barlow
Ann Burton
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Dau
Dau
Son
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Perpetual Curate of
Trentham
Scholar at Home
Scholar at Home
Scholar at Home
Scholar at Home
month

House Servant
House Servant
House Servant
House Servant
House Servant
House Servant

Schoolmaster

Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
Scholar
At Home
At Home
At Home
At Home
(under 20) House St
(under 20) House St

BORN:

Middlesex, Harrow
London
Staffs,
Staffs,
Staffs,

Trentham
Trentham
Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Derbysh, Kensington
Notts, Gunthorpe
Lancs, Liverpool
Staffs, Barlastone
Staffs, Stone
Staffs, Draycott

Warwicksh, Birmingham

Salop, Shrewsbury
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Staffs, Trentham
Salop, Oswestry
Salop, Alberbury
Salop

Salop



Equally prominent is the Trentham Inn located on that site since the

17th century.
in poems published in 1814.

Its delights are described by the Rev William Fernyhough
It was also the place where the licensing

sessions for Pirehill North were held until 1868 and where local
organisations and friendly societies also held their meetings. One
such society was the Trentham Society for the Prosecution of Felons

formed in 1796.

The advert below is taken from the Staffordshire

Advertiser on the 13th of February 1796.
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TRENTHAM INN.
Tue T.ravcllcr, tir'd, can here with pleasure stay,
Nor.t.hh;k, in tarryir;g, he haslost 2 Dajf;
Forin thE House he mects with choicest Cheer,
Good ‘Vinc, good Porter, and most famous Beer ¢
Whilst TrExTLANS gﬁnd and charming Scenes

suppfy W

A Feast delicious to the Stranger’s cye';
And when his Power o’er mortals, Morl;hcus sheds,
ere are clean Chambers, and as well-air'd beds.
The Landlord, foo, trath bids us much commend, .
In. him we find the plcasnni, social Friend :..
Gen’rous, obliging, studious all to plcn;e, ’
Ilc fills his Station with, becoming Easc 5
In short, nt.’I‘m-:yn(.a_n; INN suéh Conforts reign,

He, who calls once, issure to call again.’

TRENTHAM ASSOCIATION;,

For tne Prejecution of Feioas E¢c

E whofe Names are hereunto fubferibed, having
fosrned ourfelves into a Socicty to purfue znd
protecute any Perfun or Perfons, who hall commit or.

atterapt to cummiz, any Felony or Robbery againft, or |

upon any of our Per{uns orl’rupcxr}, particularly Houfe-
bicakers, Horfe-fiealers, or the Stealers of Catrle,
Shecp, Pigs, Pn\mn' “&c, do hercby offer the fulluw-
ing Rewards, J#ar istc ju 2

To every Perfon by whofe Information any |
©Ofender thall be convidted of':ny c:pxul Of.

fence, the fumof = ¢ - 10710 O
- For any Oﬁ'ender caft for Txanfpumtxon the
fum of - . - - 5 5 ¢

And for ev.-pry Per{on conviced of a lefs Ciime, 2ny

Sum net excézding One Guinea, nor lefs than Five 4.
il o

thllmgs, at the Diicretion of the Sociery, at their next
annuai or {pecial Mecring, .

And t every Toli-gate-Keeper, by whofe Informa.
tion any Highway-robber, a the Stealer of any Horfe,
Cartle, ot Sheep, thall iefapprenended, the fum of One

L. 3. d.

. :.. Tremtham. { Rich:lrd Read, "
_The Margwns of Stafford.  § Samuci Bloore, ~
The Rev. Thomas Mafs, ~§ Newfiead.
Robe:t Grifhin, - 2 Hugh Ford,
Thomas Goudwin, < Lilarton & Cocknage,
William Alfager, ¢ Wilkem Proétor,
Richard Stanley, { John Swift,
éam:s Penfony *§ John Knizghr,
dward Crump, 8 William Hin,
Samuel Knighr, 2 William Swift,
Ann Laiin, Y Johu Hodfon,
Ifaac Alton. K ~ M andford.
{luncharek, § Thomas Corber,
zmes Bloore, § Wiliam Higgs,
WVilliam Bcnn.lf:, 2 Samuzl Glovcr
Rachard Cotton, q George Ibbs,
ohn Machin, Jo{c,:h Tumhxun
Vhitechunt Brindley,
141 0.':!..:' HIOR I OOD
Txxasuxn.
Feb. 3d, 1796.

3 oN ;
A FEW GENTLEMEN'

Meeting at Trentham Inn to partake of some Venison,
On September 10th, 1811,

Tus meeting of nlxirth, to d&cribe Ibegin;

Oh! how good was ﬂie Ven’son at Goonwin’s good
JInn, . ¥l Ceupme l b :

How fit for choice fellows our Landlord’s choice
Wine-. o ., RN

How rare, how necia;eous, how mellow, how fine. -

‘We crack’d some few bottles, some nuLs and a joke,

In glee then united our pipes we did smoke :

But what to myself prov’d by far the best trcat

W"(S such socml convivial Companions to meet.

Here no Language dxs_sordant, 1o jarring was heard,

For F ricndship prcsid'c'd and gave the éwcct Word;;

Sons of Harmony all all true hcarted good men,

My nmbmon is oﬂcn to mect them agam.

Guincgy Yo be paid Ly the Treaiurer.
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The Traveller, tir'd, can here with pleasure stay,

Nor think, in tarrying, he has lost a Day;

For in this House he meets with choicest Cheer,

Good Wine, good Porter, and most famous Beer;

Whilst TRENTHAM'S grand and charming Scenes supply

A Feast delicious to the Stranger's eye;

And when his Power o'er mortals, Morpheus sheds,

Here are clean Canmbers, and well-air'd beds.

The Landlord, too, truth bids us much command,

In him we find the pleasant, social Friend;

Gen'rous, obliging, studious all to please,

He fills his Station with becoming Ease;

In short, at TRENTHAM INN such Comforts reign,

He, who calls once, is sure to call again.

Wm Fernyhough, Poems on several occasions, 1814

2,) 1851 CENSUS: TRENTHAM INN

John Swift Head Mar 51 Farmer of 240 Acres Staffs, Longton
employing 5 labourers

Charlotte Swift Wife Mar 54 Innkeeper Lincs, Grimsthorpe
John Swift Son Single 19 Farmer's Son Staffs, Blurton
Frederick Swift Son Single 17 Farmer's Son Staffs, Trentham
Fanny Kate Crisp Wife's Dau " 16 Farmer's Daughter Staffs, Trentham .
Rosetta Bailey S-in-L Single 63 Annuitant Lincs, Grimsthorpe
Hannah Brain St Single NK (above 20) House Servant Staffs, Newcastle
Margaret Nicholls St Single NK (above 20) House Servant Staffs, Newcastle
Ann Hill St Single NK (above 20) House Servant Staffs, Newcastle
Thomas Lowe St Single 20 Boots ’ Staffs, Stoke—upon-Tren

gd)imENTHAM FRIENDLY SOCIETY. The members of this society celebrated their 5lst

anniversary on Thursday last, when upwards of 260 members assembled, and went
in procession, headed by the Longton Brass Band, through the village to the
residences of most of the gentry in the neighbourhood. They afterwards
proceeded to the church, where the Rev E.J.Edwards preached a suitable
sermon. After their return they partook of a substantial dinner, which was
provided by the hostess of the inn. A fete had also been provided in the
tea gardens by the exertions of the past officers, in aid of the funds of the
society, which proved satisfactory, and which it is expected will take place
annually.

The Staffordshire Advertiser, 23 August 1862

TRENTHAM INN TEA GARDENS

dﬁ) Mrs SWIFT begs to inform Excursionists and Visitors to the far—famed
beauties of Trentham Park, that she will on Whit Monday, the first day of
June next, open the Grounds attached to TRENTHAM INN as TEA GARDENS and
PLEASURE GROUNDS.
THe Grounds have been laid out so as to ensure the comfort and pleasure of
visitors. The TEA TABLES will be most pleasantly spread beneath Green and
Shady Bowers; and in addition to the arrangements for providing visitors
with Tea and its concomitants of the best quality, at most reasonable charges,
REFRESHMENTS of all kinds will be readily available on the Grounds.
A broad and beautiful Lawn has been laid out for the lovers of Dancing, for
whose pleasure an efficient BAND will be in attendance, and perform the
favourite Dance Music of the day.
Admission to the Grounds 6d.

The Staffordshire Advertiser, 16 May 1857
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The ordnance survey map above of 1877 shows Trentham village on bothmsides
of Longton Road. In the early 19th century most of the houses were small,
thatched cottages occupied by agricultural labourers and estate workers.

In the 1830s and 1840s alongside the rebuilding of Trentham Hall the estate
began to rebuild the estate cottages. By 1851, William White, in his
Directory of Staffordshire noted "most of the houses and cottages (at
Trentham) have been rebuilt during the last few years, in a neat and
uniform manner, in blocks of two or three together, with tasteful gardens."
One example of the new style of cottages is the row of three cottages
facing the roundabout on the A34. They are built in an ornamental style
with steep-pitched roofs and prominent barge-boards. In 1881 they were
occupied by John Bedford, 32, gardener, and his wife, 4 daughters, a visitor,
and his father, 62, an agricultural labourer; William Mackrory, 42, Butler, ’
and his wife and 2 daughters and 3 sons; and Sarah Hemmings, 40, laundress,
her sister, also a laundress, and a lodger, 29, a gardener. All the new
cottages were built along the main road or in its immediate vicinity. The
rest of the land to the south was occupied by Trentham Ley — valuable
pasture land let out to butchers and farmers moving stock north to the
industrial cities. The advertisement below shows it was the task of the
lodge park-keeper to organise the letting of the land:

TRENTHAM LRY, from the 13th of May to
the ilth of Qctober, 1836.

£.o8. d
For Cows 300
Twinters . 00
Stirks 10 0
Horses—One year old 3 00
Two year doeeeeececone.n 410 0

Three yeardo. «.ccce.. - 500 .

The Ley is well supplied with water, and will not be
over stocked ; and a careful person is appointed to as-
tend to the stock.

To enter the stock, apply tothe tenant, JoEN Pexnson,
Park Lodge; Mr. Scorr, Ree Buck Inn, Newcastle; or
Mr. LippLg, Roval Victoria Hotel, Newport.

The Tenant will not be accountable for any loss ar

ident that may happen to the stock ; and the money
must be paid at the time of taking out of the Ley.

N.B.—Jonx~ Pensox will send a person to meet the
stock from Shropshire on Thursday the 12th of May, at
Mrs. Tagg's, King’a Arms Inn, Ecdeshnu.,z/ o




The process of cottage improvement was a very slow one. Tenants were
allowed to remain in occupation for many years undisturbed, often at

very low rents. For that reason there were still 11 thatched cottages in
Trentham village in 1919. The photographs on this page show two examples
of these. The one above shows 4 cottages which stood on the south side of
Longton Road on a site now occupied by a petrol filling station. They were
probably originally built as 5 cottages each containing one or two bedrooms.
The cottage on the right was slightly larger because it was occupied as a
grocer's shop. The tenant in 1881 was Hannah Barnett, 36, returned as
"Grocer" in the census of that year. Living with her was her daughter aged
10 and two female visitors. She was still in occupation in 1919 when the
cottages were put up for sale, at a rent of £2 6s 6d per annum.

The photograph below shows a pair of cottages on the south side of Longton
Road. One of these is still standing, but apart from the porch it is
almost unrecognisible today. The thatch has been replaced by a tiled roof
and the dormer windows have gone. In 1881 the remaining cottage was
occupied by William Rhead, 52, plasterer, and his wife and son (a painter).
A Mrs A Rhead was still in occupation in 1919 at a rent of £9 2s 6d. The
other cottage, since demolished, was occupied by the Trentham Post Office
after the First World War.







