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My Life in Music

including vintage film clip of Jollees

CREATIVITY
UNWRAPPED



John was born in 1940 at the Abercrombie on Mayne Street in Hanford,
where his parents were licensees




Early Years

After a short stay in Weston Coyney
the family moved to the Station Hotel
in Meir in 1943.

Station Hotel, shortly before demolition

Both of John’s parents were musical

He had private piano tuition with
Spencer Jones, head of music at
Wolstanton Grammar School.

His father insisted he practise for
an hour every evening.

He attended primary school in Meir
and High School in Hanley.

John aged 9 John’s parents on a cruise
in 1955



Starting work

John left school at 16 and went to work for the
furniture company Brown Bros and Taylor Ltd.
He worked at each of their local branches, in
Stoke on Trent, Tunstall and Newcastle.

At the same time he was playing jazz
three or four nights a week in the Cameo
Lounge at the Embassy Hall in Waterloo
Road, Burslem.

—

\IU)IC FOR DANCI\G——
featuring the Clavioline
at the
MBASSY HALL. BURSLEM
commencing
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th
and every Wednesday

745 t 10.45 :: Admission 1.3
Top 20 Tunes Played N.ghtly
also every

Mon : Kim Corden Tues.: Old Time
Wed.: Music FPor Dancing
Fri.: Traditional Jazz

Here's the lowest-
priced family washing
machine offering you all the
practical features you need to
cuce your Monday blues. Porcelin-
enamel finish, gentle agitator acton,
sprurg wringer, many built-in extras.

Seean \ OY10,
'EASICLENE ““‘j’

mwmm°
DIMONSTMTION'S DAILY

TUESDAY, MAR. 1st—SATURDAY, MAR, 5th
from 10.30 a.m. daily
Less than £4 Down — Payments over 2 years

BROWN BROS. & TAYLOR Ltd.
45, High Stroct, Stokcon-Trent |

D

Brown Bros &Taylor

TUNSTALL 181 Mgh &, NEWEASTLE 80 bmarbet | = s |
STOKE Gaay's Comer, 130 Dhrch 30 1 Mooy ]-—— .
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The Crystal WBALLROOM RGP
L NEWCASTLE-U-LYME OPENING

The Crystal Ballroom was the first of this type of SATURDAY NEXT
ballroom in the area, built by Eddie Fenton and T e

Dancing until 11.45 p.m.
opened in November 1958. ancing unt p.m

ADMISSION 5/-

Late buses
Tickets at door only

“There was a 12/14 piece band in the main
ballroom and then underneath he had

another ballroom called the Gold Mine. It | THE G 0 I_ D M I N E NEWCAS
opened on Christmas Eve December 1959.
It later changed its name to The Bali Ha’i.

'ﬂw Crystal Ballroom Orchestra is under
the directorship of Mr. Ken Griffiths.

SITUATED
BENEATH
THE

This band was a six-piece, playing a kind of , |
a bebop funky rock as opposed to the S Y} ¥ Dance in TWO BALLROOMS

.. . ththe(}am(.anad n Maple Sprung Floors.” ey .‘ 1 Two BANDS
traditional jazz. It was fronted by a man WEEKLY PROGRAMME vith ONE TICKET

named Kim Corden, who was the CRYSTAL BALLROOM - " s s RIS B, IR

NEW YEAR'S EVE and
b - EVERY SATURDAY to
GRAND CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME T"““:.,‘:ﬁ:.f.‘?: pc,'i!:?.' .::k".',.?." PHRPR I L Ken Grifths and the l::‘:l-hl Baliroom Orchestra

grandfather Of..lames Corden- He was a OPENING CHRISTMAS EVE ...... 7.30 to 11.45 pm.  7/6

BOXING DAY ... 7.30 to 11.45 p.m. 10/-
CHRISTMAS EVE NEW YEAR'S EVE ...... 80 to 2.0 am. 15/-

great jazz player. | learned a lot from Kim.” allmen's

Tic} 1gercies
LICENSED IAH! LATE BUSES

i

Kim (Trumpet) Corden and the Gold Diggers

FRIDAY FOR CA’ 30 to 11 pm, ... 278
in the Gold Mi

alloons, Novelties and Dance Prizes
No Unorthodox Dm HssllStreetC Park




The Place

John played in the first small band in The Place when Kevin Donovan
opened it in the early 60s. It was called the Mel Davis Three.

“They originally opened The Place without a band — they were |
hoping to do it with records, as the first discotheque in the area. DANGCING & ENTERTAINMENT

But it didn’t work, so | got a call and was given the job. It was a HE PLACE
: | : onal. b | / th : BRYAN-STREET, HANLEY
trio, only semi professional, because | was a sales rep then. (Tel. 23498)

Members® Notice

THIS 1S THE PLACE
THAT SETS THE PACE

We changed the format of the group; we threw the piano out, ~—AND STAYS WI’I‘H IT !
) ] ) ) WEDNESDAY 8 ~xmdmght
got a Hammond organ in, a bass guitar instead of a string bass, Real Swlngog Night
a guitar player, a trumpet player and a drummer. But then Whether members or non-mem%;ers
D tarted to bring i hich killed us dead.” T Non-members 476 .
onovan started to bring in pop groups which killed us dead. THE UNFORGETIABLE MEL DAVIS
"HREE

Fully Licensed Bar : Coffee Lounge
Exclusive ILate Night Taxi Service
Everybody weleome : No unorthodox dress
NOIE.——The management regrets any
inconvenience caused to the many people
wWio were unable to gain admmssion last
Saturday




Turning Professional

John was very pleased that he was working at the furniture store when
National Service ended, because he was due to be called up.

As a Private he’d have earned £1.50 a week and he was making £40 a week,
working at the store and the Embassy jazz club.

His first professional music job was in the Safari and Lake Club
Casino which opened in 1961 at Weston Coyney in the grounds of
Park Hall. He played piano with a drummer, six nights a week, for
£17 per week, cash.

“In those days there was a lot of music going on in Stoke on Trent.
There were three or four big bands. Norman Jones was one,
taken over by Ken Jones when he retired, and Ken Griffiths was
another. All these bands were doing three or four nights a week
for dances and functions.”

SAFAR| LAKE CLUB
& CASINO

PARK HALL-RD., WESTON COYNEY
Tel. 39615

Your Country Night Spot '

NOT THE LARGEST OR THE |

NOISIEST CLUB IN THE POTTERIES
BUT THE-E-E

NICEST & MOST EXCLUSIVE

YOU CAN SHUFFLE AND HAVE
SOUFFLE with

Dave & The Safari Sounds

(Resident)
¢ PLEASURE AT LEISURE "

In Our Casino

ALL GAMES PLAYED UNDER
STRICT SUPERVISION

J
MEMBIERS NOTE:
Owing tn increasing ponularity, please

Come Ear.y to avoid disappointmont
baZ7



The Adulte

In 1968 Eddie Fenton, the manager of the Crystal
Ballroom in Newcastle, built a new dance hall in
Waterloo Road, Burslem, on the site of a demolished
potbank, calling it The Adulte. This was a
sophisticated ballroom.

Eddie said at the time: “The Adulte is for grown-ups
and not teenagers. They’ve already got plenty of
places to shuffle around in. The Adulte is for proper
dancing.”

“Eddie never experienced any trouble. He always

insisted on people being dressed correctly. You had
to have a tie, jacket, the guys, your hair couldn’t be
on your collar. He banned the Earl of L/chf/eld from
the Adulte because his hair was on his collar.

only” ballroom at B ! or M1
The [Adulfe] got off the Fenton for what he des- =
ground with a harg last cribed as an ©exoellent buffet to mark the occa
night with a spectacular commercial enterprise” and slon,

opaning night.

Waterloo-road  was  filled  Moss.
w“th cl\;!le heads, dmasin
trates, aldermen and colh-  more than 1,000 guests pre- | Neweastle, Alderman and
cillors. who sampled the sent Inst night, the vast Dirs. Norman Salmon, and
delights of the first night.  pallroom and plugh seating M.

Stoke-on-Trent, Alderman room for a 1,000 more.

Ballroom opening swings

The new “for @ Arthur Moran, paid tribute  The guest all aver 20,
urslem i

, to the proprietor Mr, Eddis = were piven a champaghe

to the architestt and The Lord Mayor is seen in
The £250,000 building in  desizners, James F. A, the piclure om stage with
e Lady Mayoress, the
Although  thers were NMayor and Mayoress of

Eddie Fenton, the
The Lord Mayor of accommodation gave ample owner and Managing Direc-

Mm"“

tor of the Ballroom.

BE A CUEST .

ADULTE "

G CUPIDS

PARLOUR
BURSLEM

4 Nights @ Week for Adults Only

TO-NIGHT SUMDAV 8 p.m, « 11.30 p.m,

Ad m:uton a0
CARNIVAL SATURDAY " ***Rimistion 41
Spam. - 1am.  Admission 7/«

THURSDAY 8 p.m. - midnight
Admission 5/.
FULLY LICENSED BARS — No Unorthodox Dress
DANCING, DINING & ENTERTAINMENT—COME EARLY
No admittance under 20 years of age

cut out these Complimentary Tickets and be a
guest of Eddie Fenton

Ticket
8.0 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.
Fully Licensed till 11.30
2 Band Dancing to 11.30
PRESENT AT PAY DESK

y THUBSDAY AUGUST 21st
{ Complimentary
il Ticket

to 2 Bands and
Fully Licensed till 12 Midnight
PRESENT AT PAY DESK
Admission without this Ticket « 5/-




The Adulte

. -_,\-'\.A. ""‘,‘ "y
Neaahs s .(\‘r'O

“At all Eddie Fenton ballrooms, if you went
before nine o’clock, it was half price and
half price at the bar.”

The Adulte was open four nights a week with
good regular attendances:

1,000 on Tuesdays.

1,800 on Thursdays

2,000 on *Saturdays and Sundays.

*These were particularly popular nights as

there were two bands and John had the
big band.

On New Year’s Eves tickets 2,500 tickets were
sold in advance. The Adulte had 18 bars side by _ ; ,
side, making it the longest bar in the country. New Years Eve at the Adulte in 1973




The Adulte

“At the Adulte they used to have this turntable with the two
bands. There’d be a three or four piece and a big band, so the
music was continuous. We used to go round and the music
never stopped. We used Hammond Organs with the big

cabinets and a reverb unit.

Typically, Eddie Fenton bought
the turntable from British Rail
at Camden. It was one of those
used to turn an engine round.

It regularly used to stick. To get
it going again the musicians
used to jump up and down on
the stage. The reverb unit
would make a loud noise like
thunder.

Never a dull moment!”

YOU LIKE IT”

at THE BALLROOM

Dance to the superb music of
THE HAMMOND and FARFISA
Organ Installation by

of HANLEY

ﬁ Hear them also in our Showrooms \

“MUSIC THE WAY

A view losking across the main ballroom, showing the rolating slage.

Luxurious surroundings
modelled on a famous
Parisian night spot



Trentham Gardens

“I sometimes played at the
Trentham Gardens ballroom
for Norman Jones. Later for
Ken Jones who was a
pianist for Norman until he
retired, then Ken took over
from him.

There wasn‘t a lot of work
at Trentham Gardens in
those days.

The Ballroom itself really
only operated at weekends
and the licensing rules were
such that you couldn’t go
past midnight on a
Saturday night.”

Norman Jones Orchestra



Trentham Church

“When needed, | used to deputise for Philip Harrison,
the organist at Trentham Church.

The church organ is very old and rather than just go in, turn it
on and play, being somewhat of a perfectionist, | used to go
across a couple of days before and familiarise myself again.

e N

= la
| was used to playing big Haommonds and this is a traditional iiﬁr“‘}“ S

\

church organ with a full concave power pedal board. But with
organs like this one, there is a time lag, you play something and
the sound comes about a second later, and it takes a bit of
getting used to. So you have to ignore it when you’re playing.

Eric Hamlyn was the vicar at that time.”




The Jollees’ Years

“Jollees came along in 1973. | walked
around it when there was a chalk mark
where the stage would be.

We had eight years as the Show Band at
Jollees with all the big names in
entertainment.

We had to do the cabaret, as well as all

the other dancing. Similar clubs had a
pop group to play for the dancing.”

f

N

John Simons [front left] with his showband

“Jollees helped to put Stoke on the map. No doubt about it!”



Jollees Proudly Presents...

Jollees became the UK’s biggest live
cabaret venue. It played host to
popular stars from music and comedy
including: Cliff Richard, Cilla Black,
Cannon and Ball, David Essex,
Morecambe and Wise, Petula Clark
and Ken Dodd.

American performers came too, like
Andy Williams and Roy Orbison,
Jack Jones and the Three Degrees.

Tickets Now On
Sale For The
Following....

Star

THIS WEEK

MAY 26th. 28sh, 27, 20, 1577
Wodnesday 175 Thwrely 179 Fidey 200§ dey 200

JOLLEES' FIRST VARIETY SHOW

Fealmimg
DON MACLEAN & FAITH BROWN & DENIS WALTER
FREDWHEELIN ’ NMAXONE & MANDY

MAY 30th, 2iat, JUNE st 2nd 30d, Gth, 1977
Mor/Tues /Wed. Priveie Hirm  Thure 200 Fol £23%  S» 230

VINCE HILL

MIKE TERRY

JUNE 6th, 7th, Bth, Sth, 10th, 13th, 1977

Mandey Privete Hoe Teuu‘!zﬂ B Wednosdey 0150 Tharsday €176
Friday 00 Satwidwy 200

Bank Holiday Jubilee Spectacular
featuring
CANDLEWICK GREEN N TOM WAITE
NOEL TALBOT * DARK HORSE

24

KINGCROSS HOUSE
COMMERCE STREET
LONGTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT

Telephone: 317491/2

JUNE 15th. 16th, 17th, 18t 1977
Wodnosday PRIVATE HIRE  Thumdn €200 Frctuy £225  Ssowowy (2235

BOB
MONKHOUSE

=
THE CARAVELLLS

LEWIS'S TRAVEL BUREAU
proudly presents

Buddy Greco

ADMIT ONE

Monday, April 15th, 1974
Open 8.0 p.m. until 2.0 a.m.

ADVANCE NOTICE

JUNE 20th, 21st. 22nd, 23rd 20th 25e 1977

Mon Privase Hise  Tuss, 0135 Wed, £150  Thus 0173 Fu (280
Soheday 2

BLACK ABBOTTS

On Ssla from 530 am
ot SATURDAY, 11 MAY, 1977

‘ -
l

ADVANCE SEJ

PLEASE NOTE g
" annot be exchanged or moneys refunded.
%C:?rt.i:agement reserves the right to refuse admission

at all times.
n
cket, collar @
ij]ander no circum:

UNG
d tie must be worn bylgentlemsn._
stances will stag parties be admitted. BﬂlTA

ITAINS BREATHTAKING BEST
' ":' ':'-‘lial IP:! ﬂ " Ml.' ;\'.l; KLET




Jollees’ Pin Up Party News Posters

== Tues, 3rd May - .J(

¢ TNNY MATITS v."
‘( PARTY RATES PUBLIC BO
"y SALES
. Wed 4th May £1.75 t§1.25) e -
Thurs 5th May £1.75 (£1.25) |

Mon 7th  March (Private Hire)

PARTY RATES

4
& o mmen me b &
Y 5 v arch £2.50  (£2.20)
?N::N Fri 6th May £2.00 (£1.75) gfdrf:f"t Thurs 10th March £2.50 (£2.20) FROM
NO Sat  7th May £2.00 Fri  11th March £2.75 SATURDAY
> e . 5th FE
Mon 9th May - THE DRIFTERS THE MINI TONES Sat  12th March £2.05 »

Tt

PuBLIC

PARTY RATES SALES

Wed 11th May £1.75 (£1.25) | | FROM
£1.75 (£

IAN SANDS

Wed 16th March (Private Hire) ’
PARTY RATES
Thurs 17th  March £1.80 (£1.50)

1 PUBLIC
SATURDAY
Thurs 12th May 1£1.25)
Fri  13th May €200 (£1.75) 9th APRIL g:z.):ﬂs
Sat  14th May £2.00 Fri  18th March £2.00 (£1.75) e
12th FEB

Mon 16th May £3.50 PUBLIC |
Tues 17th May £3.50 SALES

Wed 18th May £4.00 PARTY RATES FROM

Thurs 19th May £4.00 CANNOT APPLY SATURDAY
Fri 20th May £4.25 DAVE ISMAY 16th APRIL
Sat 21st Mav £4.50

PUBLIC
SALES
1 | ” FROM
P23%rd & 2! - ,‘a‘ I W SATURDAY
i v n FREEWHEELIN’
Wed 25th May £1.75 (£1.25)
Thurs 26th May £1.75 (£1.25) MAXINE & MANDY
£2.00 (£1.50)

"S5 RONNIE HILTON *

O AAWS

PARTY RATES
Wed 23rd March £1.75 (£1.25) EDWIN HEAI H g
Thurs 24th March £1.75 (£1.25)
Fri  25th March £2.00 (£1.50) T
Sat  26th March £2.00 LLAN SEWAH

Mon 28th March £3.00 FROM AMERICA
Tues 29th March £3.00

PUBLIC
SALES
FROM
SATURDAY
19th FEB

23rd APRIL

30th APRIL
Sat__ 4th _June £2.50 MIKE TERRY

BANK HOLIDAY $c o Jok * * .

PUBLIC
Fri  27th May Wed 30th March £3.50 / SALES
Sat  28th May £2.00 Thurs 31st  March £3.50 ‘:‘) FROM
Mon  30th  May (Private Hire] PUBLIC Fri  1st  April £3.75 §3{.";’Z§Av
on 30t ay (Private Hy
Tue 31st  May (Private Hire) SALES Sat  2nd April £4.00
Wed 15t June (Private Hirel o0 oo o ;:?:RDAV PARTY RATES CANNOT APPLY
Thurs 2nd  June £2.00 (£1.75)
Fri 3rd  June £2.25 (£2.00)

PUBLIC
SALES

K
Lo BV
PARTY RATES 2%
Wed 6th April £1.50  (£1.00)
Thurs 7th  April £1.50 (£1.00) g o
CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY

FROM
fon, 6th June - Poss. Sat 9th April £1.75 SATURDAY
hildrens Show A 5th MARCH
Mon 6th June (Private Hire) SATURDAY
GREEN~TOM WAITE
wei o e “‘::',g :ggg: PARTY RATES Y PHENOMENAL DEMAND !!
Wed 8th June £1. g i
Thurs 9th  June £1.75  (£1.26) e A » Mon - T1h April CE178 o (e ad: BACK B ‘
TR Tl W Tues 12th April £1.75  (£1.40) PUBLIC
13 dune £200 oo SYURIL A RR AN \ R Wed 13th April £2.00 (£1.75) SALES
% e N . Yal Thurs 14th April £2.00 (£1.75) FROM
Wed 15th June (Private Hire) - » Fri  15th April £2.25 f::\.’l::;v
PARTY RATI bs % CH
Thurs 16th June £2.00  (£1.50) B B Sat  16th April £2.50
Fri 17th June £2.25 (£2.00)
Sat  18th June £225 , THE CARAVELLES -y
June TPrivate Hire! - -
PARTY RATES
215t June £1.25 i BUBLIC PARTY RATES rln Show
mEIAE B BLACK ABBOTTS/ :: sy e s
Thurs 23rd June £1. (£1.50) iy TR Thurs 21st  April £1.50  (£1.20) ALEH
24th j:'r:: .0f (£1.75) ROY WALKER 215t MAY Fri 22nd April £1.;I,g (£1.50) Special GUEST STAR R TEA
23rd il £2. - =
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS. REOPENING WED. JULY 13th Sat At -"M 'Nll:l( N.ck, mv“Ian ok s
* Mel Scholes Summer Show % e
TONY VENNER/ i e s
. PARTY RATE!
CARLO SANTANNA- e e e
* i b d Gk Wed 27th April £1.75  (£1.25)
o b * Thurs 28th April £1.75 (£1.25)
e o BB 03 » JOANNA STARR«: En 3o A £200 (£179
Thurs 14t y £1. : i
i Ji £1.75  (£1.50) Sat  30th April £2.00.
St oy £200 * * Plus LES DENNIS




More big names from the 1970s

WEDNESDAV 4th - SATURDAY 7th FEBRUARY

@veB@r@)@l

THURSDAY 12th - SATURDAY 14th FEBRUARY

THURSDAV Sth - SATURDAY 7th MARCH.

sﬁ? Paul(c’,% ba 7%

JOLLEES welcomes back KEN DODD after
100 long an absence. This man is astonishing!
Recently breaking the world record for non
stop humour is no wonder to JOLLEES'
audiences, who are kept pinned to their seats
by this tatfilarious comic . - Can’t get him off
performances is a feat in e sagel, .

itself but Freddi Your evening's entertainment can  be

ool Wi B i guarantoed by Ken whose particular brand of

country today, combining impressions with comedy and song are apprecisted by alf.

comedy and song. Most importantly he seems

to have matured to the responsibility of his

position in the entertainment business far

more seriously than he did, to the benefit

of all concerned.

THURSDAY 19th - SATURDAY 21st MARCH.

gafma ones é}z

Z:Z MONDAY 23rd MARCH.
ﬁlax Boyce;:;

4 THURSDAY 26th - SATURDAY 28th MARCH.

2ve¢‘caﬁam 3pamzy7mz

FROM THE NEW SEEKERS

SUNDAY 22nd FEB /

+
MONDAY 23rd FEB

TUESDAY 24th + WEDNESDAY 25th FEBRUARY

_ GENE PITNEY

FRIDAY 27th - SATURDAY 28th FEBRUARY

obllonkhouse

We InviteYou To Try Our % o
M%ﬁﬁs&ed’_; {} WEDDING - ANNIVERSARY
SStarRa&auram atw * - I *

0
per seat. ants over 40 50p

reduction p it,
Parties of 20 to 40 25p reduction o per 308

per seat. Parties over 40 50p

reduction per seat, PUBLIC
SALES
FROM

#####tt##t#
***********

25th AUGUST.

Something Special

CANNON

p 0 i of oming a ho! ol , this duo bri the league of entertainers, Regularly hitting the charts with their records,
O e T B working very hard at perfection. Their act is one of the most professional in the
cup of tes, 50 ‘come to see them Tommy’ and enjoy one of the best acts in the country and the hard work they put into it is rewarded on stage, coming aver as
country, they seem destined to replace Little and Large on the Cabaret circuit, perfection.

Patti Fresh
Sommers Aire

SALES
FROM
3 SATURDAY

PUBLIC (5 15th SEPTEMBER ¢
SALES F L
FROM
SATURDAY
Bth SEPTEMBER

W BUSINESS CONFERENCES

1l u;tteJ EXHIBITION

A o~ OR PRODUCT LAUNCH
{;‘lzf TEL: S-O-T 321611 for Booking Details 3 s

| It

is essential to purchase normal admission
{ *tlc kets before making a Restaurant Reservation.

A/3SUNDAY LUNCHG\C)/
FAMILY SHOW

SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY 1981

0 to 40 25p reduction

BRIAN JONES
with ON

STU FRANCIS
tar of B.B.C.’s ‘Crackerjack'=

321611 Ext30

FOR DETAILS

" and his Guests OR APPOINTMEN
TICKETS £1.65, Child or Adult| EREEEEEREEERE L,




“JOLLEES"
Licensed Bar Tarif

(All prices include V.A.T )

Jollees’ Drinks
and Decor

For Food Menu and ne List see separate ORDER CARD
Wouid you please state if you require ice with your drink
SUPER DRAUGHT BITTER }8:; 58;’;
PALE MILD 9 18p

f‘j\?\(‘l L 13p 26p
GUINNE 13p 25p
SHANDY 10p iOp
FRUIT JUICES per bottle
TOMATO ORANGE, PINEAPPLE 10,
BITTER LEMO , i 102
T( X 3 10p

welcome 2

BABYCHAM
CHERRY ‘B ;gg
PONY 20p
CALYPSO 20p
TRIPLE "A’ 18p
PEPSI COLA 10p
LEMONADE 10p
GINGER BEER
BOTTLED BEERS
MACKESON
DOUBLE DIAMOND TABLE SERVICE
BROWN PETER Please ensure that you
LIGHT PETER receive a receipt with all
orders which should be
GUINNESS torn and retained upon pay-
CIDER ment. & B
SPIRITS Etc.

WHISKY

GIN

VODKA

RUM

BACARDI

BRANDY

RYE WHISKY
BOURBON

IRISH WHISKEY
SOUTHERN COMFORT
MARTINI SWEET
MARTINI DRY
MARTINI BIANCO
NOILLY PRAT
MEDIUM SWEET SH:$RY
MEDIUM DRY SHER
HARVEYS BRISTOL CREAM SHERRY
PORT

DUBONNET

STONES GINGER
CAMPARI

ADVOCAAT
SNOWBALL

PERNOD

CORDIALS
| Lime, Orange, Blackcurrant, Peppermint

| LIQUEURS
DRAMBUIE
BENEDICTINE
TIA MARIA
CHERRYBRANDY
COINTREAU
CREME de MENTHE
ORANGE CURACAO ‘
Whisky, Gin, Rum & Vodka are sold in quantities
cucAnyn'rEsA CIGARS etc. available ot the Kiosk

Cloakroom. Vi
Although it is unlikely the terms of this progre mme

without notice

]

- |

-
g
g
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Performers at Jollees
in the 1970s

John and the Black Abbotts

John with Des O’Connor and Des’s manager
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THE
JOHN SIMONS
SHOW BAND
with
resident singers
Wendy Jane and

Alan Grainger
in 1981

i S SSSN—
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Vintage film about Jollees, as it closed its doors, including John Simons, courtesy of the Staffordshire Film Archive

Clip not available in this scrollable version
Go to

https://www.youtube.com/c/TrenthamHeritage




The Circus at Alton Towers

In 1983 John worked at Alton Towers where Circus Hassani put
on four to five shows a day, seven days a week.

His band was delighted with this contract, as it was a day job
and left the evenings free for other work.

During the school holidays he was able to take his two
daughters with him to Alton Towers.

They were each allowed to take a friend and were able to go
on the rides free of charge.

There was also a big fireworks display where John had an
18-piece orchestra.

fiton Gowers

4 LEISURE PARKS IN ONE

You pay once then more than 50 major rides and shows are FREE

Talbot Strest




Contacts

“When approached, | used to form bands depending on
what was required. | have trunks full of arrangements. Plus
numerous band uniforms, all shapes, sizes, colours.

My band was basically a ten piece, but a performer like Cilla Black
would want a much bigger orchestra, she’d want maybe four
trumpets and three trombones.

| knew who to book. | paid them cash at the end of the evening.

Freddy Garrity rang me and offered me a job. | turned it down.
So did Ken Dodd and | turned him down too.”

But when Joe Loss contacted John to play piano in his band
on a world cruise on the QE2 in1985, he said yes. And he
repeated the experience in 1986.

John playing piano with the Joe Loss band



Musical Director — West Side Story

“In 1986, the City of Stoke on Trent Operatic
Society came to me to be musical director
for West Side Story. It was the first time they
had used a professional full orchestra.”

INTERNATIONALLY
acclaimed musician John
Simons is the musical
dureclof for the City of

Trent
Operatic Sociely's latest
show "West Side Story.”

it is the first time the
47-year-old professional
has had such a title witha
local society.

John, (pictured), who
lives at Trentham, will
lead a full orchestra of
musicians who played in
the production’s
professional tour.

The show, last
performed in North
Staffordshire 20 years
ago, opens at the Odeon
Theatre, Hanl.{. on

I'or a 9

The musical, set in the
slums of New York, tells

EVENING SENTINEL, Friday. January 23. 1987

the story of two young
people from rival gangs,
who meet at a dance hall

is played by Greg Walker.

The show, produced by
Alan Hulme, can be seen
each evening at 7.15
p.m., with matinees at
3. 45 p.m. on Thursday

Linda Lloyd, of Meir,
takes on the role of Maria,
while Tony, her borlrland

The music was brilliant, the dancing was
bu-muumg and the packed house was

Inucmnnowc £20,000 to stage the
o Odeon Theatre,

mmmo.m muclcd at the
every pen

And lht commvuul decision by musical
director John Simons to import a full
orchestra of musicians who played in the
production's professional tour rather than

use local talent was fully vindicated. They
were fantastic. i

But the stars of the show were the
Mm-d.yl\o'mmauun.hn and

Linda Lluyd 'Vr.m performances were
ished.
Not M behind them was Ani Fi
Johnson, whose obev“t:' =

Full mulu lo chor Judith
Tweedale, ”‘l-'ﬁ.'.‘:'
bot

an‘ﬁ’c A :M) M"od (F ‘
are ralg Armstrong), a m\
Johnson), lnd‘xomomo (lan Mayer).

Gary Siater

John Simons all set
to direct West Side

Story
music

NTERNATION-

ALLY famous
musician John
Simons (pictured) has
added yet another
string to his bow ...
he’s become the musi-
cal director with the
City of Stoke-on-
Trent Operatlc
Society.

Tt is the first time the 46-
year-old professional has
held such a t1tle w1th a local

society.




Musical Director - Theatre Royal

“In 1990 | became musical director of the
Theatre Royal and got roped in to do two
or three pantomimes at the Theatre Royal,
like Babes in Wood and Mother Goose.

Nothing like this Dal}le The manager at the time
rirgmg(‘:ﬁil}:effort pantomime had the idea of bringing
Lo e s v ZAb over actors from the TV
programme Neighbours

and putting them in

pantomimes.

Shapely pins are a pre-
requisite of all panto-
mime principal boys,
together with robust
:Ih“m' to sustain

ng.

Buim,e is nothing like a
in glorious style
John Inman, in ‘Babes in
the Wood', which
opened for the Christ-
mas season at Hanley's
Theatre Royal last night.

Mr Inman, as Nurse
Wanda, is quite simply
the best panto Dame the
theatre has seen in many
a long year.

Team

A risque sense of fun, an
easy rapport with his
audience, trading fre-
quently on his ‘I'm free'
cat ase — and some
of the most outrageous
Cqslull'l'ei c_ve.r'“:E “.,
minor feat in if : 3
make the necessary stars selfishly hogging  ‘twang' to become a
quick-changes off-stage. the limelight. c Maid Marian;

But then everything about Slnpcz Susan Maughan, hristopher Farries
this year's panto is good. as in Hood, whose elicits the boos and
The!nnwre Royal have classy singing voice puts  hisses as the wicked
found the perfect just about everyone  Sheriff; idiot
formula, after never else’s in the shade;  humour of Barnaby and
completely hitting the Gerry a‘nd his | Grace, as the
mz‘inpmviomsmvs Pacemakers as ‘Gerry Robbers, is clean and
— script, great and the ‘Merry Men' —
sets, fine costumes — who feature a medicy of As for the story — well,
terrific entertainment. Sixties' hits to break up (,o“ know it anyway)

Rather than a vehicle for a the proceedings; erdict: great festive
onc-man show, ‘Babes Rowena Mohr, of  fun.
in the Wood' is a ‘feam ‘Neighbours mhpnl S _—
effort’ with none of the .+ dases “hér odtback, . ++ Martin 8o

He put on six or eight
pantomimes there.”




Carry On Cruising

As a musical director for Cunard for nine years,
John formed his own show band and played
for cabaret and dancing on five world cruises
on the QE2 between 1988 and 1995.

He also worked on Cunard’s Countess and
Princess ships.

He played in a spectacular celebratory concert
for the 150t anniversary of Cunard in 1990.

John playing in the Cunard celebratory concert




Cruising with The John Simons
Show Band in the 2000s

John was musical director for P&O for 10 years, including
cruises on The Arcadia, Victoria and Oriana

BLACK AND WHITE NIGHT
11 19P8 NOWISWISBISIR 2003

P&O 2005 P&Q’s Adonia, November 2003




John Simons — High Flyer

In 1963, John married Zeb and moved to Trentham.
They have lived in the same house ever since.

Besides music, flying and instructing have been
another passion. John learned to fly at Halfpenny
Green, Wolverhampton, in 1965 and took his
instructor’s course at Cranfield.

Flying fitted in well with his music work. He could fly
during the day and play music at night.

He bought a small French plane with friends in 1965
and kept it at Meir Airport. He held a pilot’s licence for
several decades.

“I once flew my wife up to Edinburgh, just to have
some fish and chips!”

John and a share-owned Cesna at Tatenhill in 2020

John and a friend in a Boeing Stearman in Florida



Round the World and Back Again

Now retired, at home in Trentham,
John can look back on TV and radio
appearances, musical direction and
performance at many local venues, as
well as the years playing on cruise ships
all over the world.

He met and played for many of the
best-known names in entertainment,
often with little rehearsal time.

Entertainers ranged from Arthur Askey
to Mike Yarwood, vocal groups from
The Three Degrees to The Four Tops
and singers from Petula Clarke to
Sacha Distel and Roy Orbison.

P.S. from John “I still play every day; it’s like therapy for me. | can sit down and play for hours without music.”



y W‘ fid g . 2N Wﬁﬁ'ﬁ! \
John Simons - My Life in Music

Huge thanks to John Simons for sharing his memories
and his archive collection

Produced for Heritage Open Day 2023
by Cynthia Dumbelton and Katie Forest-Hay
and the Trentham Heritage Project

THANK YOU FOR WATCHING

Email : trenthamheritage@gmail.com
trenthamheritage.org.uk/
youtube.com/c/TrenthamHeritage
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