
Charles Barry and his 
Grand Designs for Trentham

Trentham Architects - - The Men Behind the Bricks and Mortar 



1833 ð Trentham Hall before Barry arrives  

This image depicts how Trentham Hall  
looked when the 1st Duke of Sutherland 
died. 

Designed by Henry Holland and 
Lancelot Brown with later additions by 
Charles Heathcote Tatham, it would 
prove unsuitable for the incoming 
occupants. 

With a growing family, the 2nd Duke and 
Duchess needed somewhere more 
convenient, but also fit for entertaining 
the expected VIPs and royalty.

 

   



Only weeks after the death of his father, 
the 2nd Duke of Sutherland 

and the Duchess Harriet engaged 
the renowned architect Charles Barry 

to produce plans for an extensive remodelling programme 
for the house and the construction of new gardens

1833 ð the new occupants take stock    



The following images demonstrate 
.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǊȅ

in the transformation of 
¢ǊŜƴǘƘŀƳ Iŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ άa great, dull, flat 

place, with its immense mansion,
 as tame and spiritless as the ground 
ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎέ into a ducal palace.

Charles Barry 1838 aged 43 by John Hayter  

1833 ð enter Charles Barry

J. C. Loudon, Landscape Architect



1833 1834

1833 First rough sketch of hall and surrounding grounds 1834 Plans for alteration of hall and grounds

Barryõs first plans 



Ψ¢ǊŜƴǘƘŀƳ Iŀƭƭ ς the 
ground plan as proposed 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘΩ

.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
his initial observations 

and room measurements  

The Hall ð ground plan



.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǘƘ 
elevation from 1834 
presentation album

South elevation ðthe drawing

Conservatory

Entrance

Formal state rooms 

Belvedere Tower Dining room

Private wing



September 1846 ς 
CƛǊǎǘ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

completed hall and gardens 
by F W Hulme

 

South elevation ð the result



Plan for Hallõs 

west elevation 

from 1834 

presentation album

West elevation ð the drawing

Entrance 
porch

Guest bedroom Private conservatory
Corridor Corridor 

Diana statue detail 

for entrance drive 

and turning circle



c1880  Photograph of  

west entrance 

with porte -cochère

West elevation - the result

Entrance with statue of  

Diana and gate lodges



New Entrance ð Ground Plan

Plan showing the new 
grand west entrance to 
the hall and how it 
fitted with the existing 
building.
 
Circular corridors led to 
a private conservatory 
on the right, and a 
guest/state bedroom 
and the entrance hall 
on the left. 



c1890 Closer view of the 
porte-cochère with its 

Sutherland coat of arms
and the semi-circular 
entrance corridors. 

West entrance leading to the Hallõs interior



other example

Plan of the principal/ground 
floor with alterations, 

improvements and additional 
rooms and buildings.

The dark line indicates the 
additions and alterations

The Hall ð reworked plan of  the interior



The private conservatory

Very few images have been 
discovered of the interior of 

Trentham Hall
These are rare examples.

 

The Hall interior views



Statues in private conservatory



The bas relief library taken 
before auction of books, 

1906

There are some designs 
for plasterwork among 

the Barry drawings, as below  

Library



мфлс ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀƭƭΩǎ 
drawing room library taken 

before auction of books

Library



The billiard room, 
originally the great hall 
in the previous building.

Photo may have been taken 
before an auction or bazaar 

Billiard Room



1834 Early scheme 
for the orangery 

Extension to the main hall -  The Orangery 



Postcard view of the
private quarters and  
orangery. c1900

In addition to the 
buildings, the decorative 
urns above parapet and on 
the terrace plus the 
fountain were all designed 
by Barry.

The Orangery ð the result 



Watercolour, attributed to Charles Barry, 
of the orangery, the private quarters, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜΩǎ ŀǊŎŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ 

belvedere tower

Extension to the main hall ð the architectõs artistic impression



¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀƭƭΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ŀǊǊȅΦ
He used it for a time as his official letterhead

The architectõs artistic impression of Trentham Hall  



The gardens merit separate mention as Charles Barry 
managed to turn what had been a flat and featureless 
area in front of the hall into three garden terraces:

* The Terrace Garden

* The Parterre or Upper Flower Garden 

* The Italian Gardens or Lower Flower Garden

The Gardens



This 1834 plan shows 
.ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ 

transforming the gardens 
and lake was well 

advanced. The Italianate 
design is already evident.

 
Although his vision of an 

Isola Bella in the lake 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ 

was not realised.

Initial concept for the gardens 


