
The Brassingtons of  New Inn Mill 
In existence for 500 years, New Inn Mill has been the location of  two water mills 
situated on Longton Brook. Originally a corn mill, it changed to milling flint before 1750 
to meet the growing needs of  the pottery industry. There is evidence of  the famous 
millwright and canal engineer James Brindley supplying a new invention to the mill in 
1748. Flint milling was hard on the wooden equipment and the mill wheels wore out 
every ten years. The position of  the overshot wheel and the course of  the mill leat can 
still be seen today. The buildings, including the house and the granary where the flint 
was dried, have changed little over the centuries. Farming was probably always part of  
the miller’s job and eventually New Inn Mill became a farm of  beef  and dairy cattle.  
 
Previously rented from the Duke of  Sutherland, the Brassington family have lived at the 
mill since the 1890s.  William Brassington farmed there with his wife Mary, née Mellor. 
They married in 1896 and their son William was born in 1898, followed by daughter 
Margery in 1902 and another son Charles in 1904.  In 
the 1901 census Olive Lea was also living at the mill.  
She was the niece of  William Brassington and was 
engaged in farm and dairy work.  She probably 
remained there until she married in 1914.  
  
William died in 1913 and young William, then aged 14, 
continued with the farming.  In 1918, aged 19, he 
appeared at the Stone Military Tribunal where he was 
granted exemption from being called up for military 
service.  His work as a farmer was considered to be 
in the national interests, but exemption was 
conditional on remaining in the same occupation. 
  
In the 1919 Auction of  the Sutherland estates, Mrs 
William Brassington bought the property in a private 
sale before the public auction for £3,250.  After the 
death of  William in 1958, the farm came into the 
hands of  his younger brother Charles and three 
generations of  his descendants still live in various 
parts of  the Mill buildings.  The farmhouse is 
gradually undergoing restoration using lime wash 
and traditional methods. 
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Mary Elizabeth Brassington and free range chickens 

William and Charles about 1904 Margery at Trentham School about 1910  

William’s Certificate of Exemption 19/3/1918 

Left to right: Margery, William Junior, Charles and William Senior outside New Inn Mill Farm about 1912   


