Archdeacon Malcolm Graham - Vicar of Trentham

John Malcolm Alexander Graham was born in Margate in 1851. After graduating from Brasenose
College Oxford, and ordination as deacon, he served as a vicar at St Paul’s Burslem for nearly 20
years. After a few years in Dorset, he became Archdeacon of Stoke on Trent and Vicar of Trentham in
1908, when he succeeded the Reverend Piggott.

He was married to Florence Louisa Coghill from Newcastle and they had four children. On arriving in
Trentham, when he was §7, he lived with his wife, plus three female servants, in the Parsonage behind
the Mausoleum. In 1911, a new Vicarage was built for him on The Ley. The higher ground was thought

to be more beneficial to Mrs Graham’s health.

The Archdeacon had found favour with the 4" Duke, but, after he died in 1913, the 5" Duke was not so
amenable. The old Duke had promised that there would be no golf, fishing, or boating on a Sunday.
However, the new Duke was happy for the golf course to be open on Sunday morning and other
activities to take place in the afternoon, as he did not share the Archdeacon'’s fears about the

secularisation of Sunday.

Another prolonged dispute related to the band playing in the nearby bandstand on Sundays and he
finally had to admit defeat. Nor was he, despite vigorous protests, able to stop the Duke from allowing

the Gardens to apply for a licence to sell alcoholic drinks.

He played an important role in supporting parishioners through the dark days of the war and the
uncertainty of jobs and homes, following the departure of the Duke and sale of the estate in 1919.

He had to pay £3 insurance for the church against Zeppelin attack, to which he objected.

He chaired the public meeting to discuss the war memorial on 21s*March 1919. The Sentinel reported
him as saying that they all felt that they could not allow the services of the men from the village, who
had fought for them and in many cases given lives for them, ever to be forgotten. So they needed to
try to devise the best means of keeping those names in remembrance by making a suitable memorial,
particularly to those who had made the great sacrifice. He officiated at the service prior to the

unveiling of the war memorial on 2" October 1921.

Archdeacon Graham was a popular and influential man in Trentham and throughout North

Staffordshire, but tragedy struck in December 1931, when he was knocked down by a motor car by
Ash Green Corner and died later at Longton Cottage Hospital.
conducted by the Bishop of Lichfield with the Bishop of Stafford reading prayers. There were too

many mourners to fit into the church.

In addition to his years of distinguished service
for this area, his obituary drew attention to his
sporting interests and artistic talents. “An
Oxford Blue, he was an exceptional athlete,

a remarkable skater, a skilled tennis player and
a golfer of considerable accomplishment...
Another facet of his exceptional
characteristics was his pursuit of art...He
contributed to the Parson Painters exhibitions
and to those of the North Staffordshire Arts
Society...His loss is uncommonly great.”

A long time was spent in choosing a suitable
memorial for such a well-loved man. The
Graham Vestry at Trentham Church was
completed in 1933 and was dedicated by the
Bishop of Lichfield on 10*" September in the

same year.

Zezecn Graham playing on the
frentbam golf Jinks on his 80th
Rirthdav.

CORONER’'S TRIBUTE.

P

High tribute {0 the qualities of the
mte Yenerable John Maleoln Alexander

Ciraham, Viear of Trentham and Arche
dm;m of Stoke-on~Trent, was paid by
the "0ty Coroner (Mr, W. M. Huntbach),
#y the inguiry at Longlon Cottage Hos~
pital to-day into the regrefted death of
the Archidoacon, who was fatally injured
fn e road accident at Trentham.

& verdict of @ Accldentally run into by
a4 motor-car ? was recorded,”

The Coronsr told the jury that about 4 pam.
on Wednesday the Archideacon left home 0
ey mm*mm visits aceording o his cusiom,
About L300 he c.}‘ieVZ ab the Post Offfee, Ash
LGreen, and iEow isont ten minutes  fater,
whife using a fagbght and apparently searche
ing for & gafy which led io the Viearage, thad
e waa knocked down A nar

Mr, Ronald AL Ford, of Lancaster-pad, News
eastle, said the Amchdencon, his uncly, was 88
mm birihday., He bolinverd hig e‘;‘mght WS
failing somowhai, bub s heuring was quite

good, :
AN EXE-WITHNERS,
\fi,m:s. Conagines Mitvey, of Stane-road, Stone,
sald she was walking on ‘Lhe feobputh i Slones

e, Asdy Green, mc&imi&' Btone,

X oauwe Mr, (xmh.zm on e upposite side of
the roast ansd comifyg from the divecthm of
Ash Green Corper Ooatinged  the  witoesst,
He was near {o the channel of the rosd, and
nging » fashilght, apparently sesrehing for the
wusil gateway leading to his house, His baek
was tovards Ash Green Cormr L also saw
the fiehis of o cur which wag then near Ash
Cirpett Corner, having wane from the diregiiom
of Manford, aboul 20 or 38 yoeds behigst him,

At the time o molar lorry was approscldng
from the cim*cmm of Stane, and L woai by its
Hghts thet I couid see Mr. Oraham, 1 did
not setually see him kaocked down, but hesyd
thee nolse caosed by the  redlls dwn, 1 ran
across e road and Tound & car had stopped
esy M. Geahwm, I orendered wehal assistange
I eoull, I do nod rompnber  heading  any

haoter, -
DRIVER'S ‘Vil)ﬁmﬂﬁ.

Collision Whmo Road was
Darkened by Trees.

Serpeant ¥ Saundors ssid there was & roush
wrass verge, but ihe ;mmagé abhilied prastioaily
girvotly an o the roxd, I8 was o wry dark
night., The spot, which wilhoss hadd “paasest
iy » fow mingtes before the accldent, was
darkensd by eoorrhanging trees, and the mearest
Heht was 60 yards or more away.

Mr., Staniey Ceorge Chadderton, corn miller,
?mf Cireentbank House, Springtields, Tront Vale,
aaldl e was deivitg fosmall zalson esr towands
Biase, pocompanied By M .Ogril W Bal, of
Tramtharrond, Onkhill,  He ghe traveiing ob
about 0 miks an hour, amd oo ihe exiveme
feft of the rosd. Foe went over more to {he
left when e saw the lorpy coming, . He
thought he had dlmmeed his Hegbls, o The

forey's Hahis wery mederste, but they did to
Sne oxu‘zﬂ, interfere with his line of vislon,
He was about to pass the lorry when he felb &
hump. Hr anpiiet bis brakes ot stoppsd al
onee, He found he had collided with 8 gentle.
man who sppesred to be badiy bt Hoowas
varried into 8 haise noar by, and witness asked
Tis canpanion {o ‘phone for s doctor while he
Wmsell communieated with the police. He
fad xen no ome un the m.w’t prige 40 e
weeident,

Willred Bentley, of ﬁ.i:mm" wein, driver of

The M-owt lorry salg be hed lust shywed down
an coming o thw bengd, so thst his vehicle
coitlg not have besn msking el polse

Pe, PR ONver sadd desth was due o #
fracturmd e pf the skodi sng shook, There
was aleo n eoopound fractuee of the right
e wnd fbada, Archsboneon Grabham pever
rexained. eonselousness, and he dig not think
be touid have fel anyihing,

COROHER'S TRIBUTE,

* ¥ by Rad many eases (o fnguire inte b

this & one of the mowt palafpl” sald the
Coroney, Y1 fwae bad the pleasere of Kuows
i theds lovebde gentlaman for ssenething Bk
hatf-gegentury,  When 1 was o boy he cwng ja
erhrt ated plaved orieket nst e and 1
bgve wfien mel hzm on thn ¢ vt Held,  A#
thiroush his fifs ha gﬂ,w«“n cz*cwt f e X oean
hardfy frust my  voice to speak sboul fdm
peesonaiy”
T OHe thought fhey milabt tade comtort, mided
the Coroney, i bhe fseb bhat m*rinmv the
Arehdenesn obd not suffer ab all, angd nlse By
fe was nsfam L1 myinadyentare aml 1t
the noeglipences of anyhedy, ,

The werdint hevlug heen returnad, 3y 1 h‘
w:m mm m’ New e, whao ,;sapu;rm tor m:*

aped atud v

“1 F 3"’ mm st i‘sxmx’sv:‘
Blaffordehize bus wmwd % greal
1wt feel seversie”

Eighty clergymen attended his funeral,

A 'MUCH BELOVED
ARCHDEACON

OUTHYFUL in mmd and cu*look
cilve and still athlw‘c decpzte
his eighty years, the X_Ienerable Mglqolm_
tGra.ham Archdeacon of Stoke'—on-i*l’rent
has passed from a fun bu y a.nd
}beneﬁcent life as the result of a. motor
accident The .news has come ‘as-a
profound shock to all of us, for he- Was;
‘greatly beloved throughoat the Dmcese
and in a still wider sphere,

His years at Bur lem, Wncre h,u chief_—
lieutenant was Dr. Stuars, - Dean of
Carhsle, were a wgorouo and hxgh}y
successful ministry. Compa"atlve,_
‘retirement in Wil’cshire, for recupera—'_’
tion, were followed by the still- more

responsible work of Archdeacon of a
great industrial dlstnct a.nd ‘he ho,s
continued . it with. undunmished vigouri
and truly faithful service. ~ - |

An Oxtord Blue he Wao an excep-
tional attﬂete ‘a remarkable -skater
until a. :tew years ago, 2 skz.led tennis
player, and & golfer of considerable
accompushment Another facet 01' his
exceptional - characteristics - was his;
pursmt of art ‘'with more than the
average amateur S accomplishment A
friend of Brabazon, he, too, painted in'
the impressionist ma.nner, ! and was
[young and recept.ive to the last in ‘hig
artis ic outlool.. Ha contributed to’ the
Parson Painters Exhibitions and to
those. of the: North. - Sta.ﬁordslure “Arts
‘Socléty. In’ all. his-,spheres of activity
he was aﬂ'ectionately received His Ioss
js uncommon]y grnt. £

Long pmcéssion of clergy, headed by the Bishop of Lichficld,

THE FUNERAL OF
ARCHDEACON
GRAHAM.

Great Assembly at
Trentham.

MEMORIAL SERVICE.

A great assembly, including many
clergy, from all parts of the Diocese of
Lichfield, pald an impressive *ast tribute
to  the Venerable Malcolm Graham,
Vicar of Trentham and Archdeacon of
Stoke since 1808, at the funeral at
Trentham Chureh this afternoon.

Archdeacon Graham, who was elghty years
of age, was walking near his residence’ on
Wednesdny night when He was accidentally
knocked down byes motor-car, and hip died the
same night in Longton Cottage Hospital,

Although  the . Memorial  Service  was
held  in Stoke™ Parish Church  at - the
same hour, . the \Jittle chureh at ‘Trentpm

gommence,  and  so  greal was the number
attending that the reoad to the cemetery was
fined throughout by pasishioners and other
MOBInes,

The Bishop of Lichfleld conducled the ser-
viee, which was of a simple bub impressive
charvacter, The éxmyer;r were  read by the
Bishop of Staflord,

The chief mourners were the Rev. Ere
Graham  (whe read the Lessond and Mr
Kenneth Graham, sons of Archdeacon Graham,

T™Major Graham, another son, s with the 2nd

Waoreesters b Malta,

The hyoans chosen were " Jesu, Lover of my
soul”™ and “ Bock of Ages”

A large number of mourners had  also
assembled ab the graveside, and joined in the
hyxmm “ Abide with Me " and * May the Grace
of God, Our Saviour.,” The Blshop of Lichfield
having conducted the last rites, a long proces-
ston filed post the grave, including olergy from
Mity-three parishes,

STOKE MEMORIAL SERVICE.

as Stoke Parish Church this afternoon Was
conducted by the Reclor of Stoke (the Rev.

(the Hev, H. A, Tampling, assisted by the
Vicar of Tunstall (the Rev, X
Rector of Keele (the Rev, B. Grimwoeod), and
the Rev, I D, Edwoards, curate ab Stoke,
In his address, e Reslor seid the lale
Archdescon had the heart of o child, in that
he exemplified trast and geodwill, Mo was o
wan of Cod furnished unio all good works.
The service opened with the Plgrim’s Hyma,
“Who would {rue valour see,” the rmm* hymns
being ** Jesus Hves ™ and Let saints on earth.y
The service clesedt  withh Chopin's  Marche
Funshbre.

»

ot the {uneral of» Arch-
deacon Malcolm Graham, at Trentham this afterncon.

was filled iong belore the service was due to |

The memorial service (o Archdeacon. Graham 14

Preb, 1 H, Crick) and the Reclor of Hanley |

A, M, Cogong, the |




