The Johnsons of Pear Tree Cottage
In 1911 the inhabitants of Pear Tree Cottage were Frederick Johnson and his wife Hannah.
They were both aged 50 and Frederick worked on the Trentham Estate as a blacksmith.
Also living with them was their son Frederick James aged 27 and his wife of a year, Mary Emily
aged 36. Frederick James worked as a railway guard for the North Staffordshire Railway
Company. By 1912 they were living in their own home across the road at the Station Cottages,
close to Trentham Park Station, with their baby son Wilfred George,
On 31st October 1912 an accident occurred at Etruria, when the young Frederick was hit by a
train and died of his injuries. Following the inquest on 2nd November 1912, the Sentinel
newspaper carried a vivid account of the accident. On 9th November, under the terms of the
Workmen’s Compensation Act 1906, Mary Emily agreed compensation to the sum of one
hundred and ninety nine pounds and seventeen shillings, on behalf of herself and her son.
This was confirmed in a letter of 19th November 1912, but, as she had no other income, she
was forced to leave the railway company’s house that they lived in. Another fact, of which she
may not have been aware at that time, was that she was expecting another baby, a girl.
Mary Emily then went into service and her two children were forced to go to St Christopher's
Railway Home in Derby. This had been established in January 1875 as the Railway Servants'
Orphanage. It was intended for the children of railway workers who had lost their lives in the
performance of their duty. Their mother kept in touch with them during their stay, but they
never lived together again as a family.
Wilfred left the orphanage when he was in his teens and came back to Stoke on Trent. The
North Staffs Railway Company gave him a job as a maintenance fitter at Etruria, which was
near to where his father had been killed. He lived in lodgings and married a nanny who was in
service in Barlaston Old Road, having met her at Trentham Gardens. They had a son called
Ivan. Ivan and his wife Susan also had a son, who now lives in Trentham with his family.
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“One of the most impressive funerals
seen for many years in Trentham…
the coffin was borne by guards,
fellow workmen of the deceased,
as was a second hand bier
laden with wreaths.
The company of guards preceded
the coffin as pall bearers and lined
the path from the main gates
to the mausoleum”

Envelope containing the letter confirming
the £199 and 17shillings compensation

