
 
 
 

 

 

In Trentham church, one hundred years ago, on 27 July 1918,  
the vicar had the sad task of announcing to the congregation  

the names of all the men from the parish  
who had given their lives in the war.  

 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ !ǊŎƘŘŜŀŎƻƴ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ DǊŀƘŀƳ  
and this presentation has been produced in his memory 



Archdeacon 
Malcolm Graham 

1851 - 1931 
 

 ! tƻǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΩ tŀǊǎƻƴ 
 

Based on his reminiscences  
written in 1929 for  

Trentham Parish Magazine 

 

 



 

John Malcolm Alexander Graham was born in Margate in May 1851, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ wŜǾ WƻƘƴ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 
Rev John Graham had graduated with a double first from Trinity 
College Dublin in the 1840s and married Louise Crawshay, a widow, 
in 1847 
 
 

EARLY LIFE 



Lƴ муро ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ [ƛŎƘŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ wŜǾ WƻƘƴ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǿŀǎ wŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘ /ƘŀŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
He was also a Rural Dean of Lichfield and a Prebendary of the Cathedral 

 
 

He remained there as Rector for 40 years  

THE MOVE TO STAFFORDSHIRE 



The family home was an old house in Beacon Street 
with a large old-fashioned garden 

 
The children had a governess called Mrs Harries  
and were summoned to lessons by a school bell                

 

Nearby street to the Rectory in Lichfield 

GROWING UP in LICHFIELD 



Malcolm started ice skating aged 9, άǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎ έ 
He skated on the Minster Pool at Lichfield  

 

He inherited a love of fly fishing and the countryside from his father  
 

CHILDHOOD PASTIMES 



The Graham household eventually became a large one 
  
 

FAMILY TIES 

Malcolm had a half brother and two half sisters and one brother and seven sisters 



In 1860, aged 9, Malcolm and his elder brother George were sent to Rossall School, 
a boarding establishment for the sons of clergymen, at Fleetwood on the Lancashire coast 

άwŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŜǊȅ  
ƻŦ ŀ ōƻȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ млΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǊƎŀǘƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎέ  

1860 ς 1870 - SCHOOL DAYS  

Rossall School from the sea 1878 
Photo courtesy of Rossall School Archives 



He remained at Rossall School for 10 years  
  
By the 6th form, in addition to sporting triumphs in the field of athletics,  
he also captained the cricket team, played in the 1st XV Rugby team  
and was a member of the Wimbledon rifle shooting team  

άΧǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǘŜƴǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘȅΣ  
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ǳƴƳƛȄŜŘ Ƨƻȅέ 

Rossall School 1878 
Photo courtesy of Rossall School Archives 



 Whilst still a schoolboy he won the Staffordshire County Open Lawn Tennis Championship  
playing doubles.  The prize was a five guinea clock.  

  

Tennis proved an enduring enthusiasm throughout his life 
 



 
 
 
 

1871 ς 1874 - THE UNIVERSITY YEARS 

In 1871, he went to Brasenose College in 
Oxford to study theology, aged 20 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
He  was an Oxford Blue, achieving success 
in the high jump and long jump 
 
He also played cricket for the college  
 
He maintained that: άL ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪŜǊέ 
 
He secured an honours degree from the 
Theological School 

 



TEACHING AND ORDINATION 
 

After coming down from Oxford,  Malcolm spent time as a personal tutor,  
firstly in Scotland and then in Lichfield 

 

In due course he 
was ordained and 
commenced his 

ministry as curate 
at  

{ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
Church, 

Newcastle u Lyme 
in 1879 

 
He had rooms in 

Albert Street  and 
took charge of  
{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

Church in 
Liverpool Rd 

 
His salary was 
£120 per year 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿƛŦŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘέ 

His wife was Florence Louisa Coghill, daughter of Mr Harry Coghill of Newcastle  

During his time  
in Newcastle,   
he undertook 
house visits  
for the 3000 
parishioners   
 
He started a  
ƳŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ragged School 
and its 
membership 
reached 60 

CURACY in NEWCASTLE 1879 - 1882  



1882 ς 1900  
THE BURSLEM YEARS 

L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΧōǳǘ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
мф ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǎƳƻƪȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΦέ 

άhƴŜ Řŀȅ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ .ǳǊǎƭŜƳ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎΧ 



 

After some unsuccessful attempts at growing cabbages,  
L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƛƴŘŜǊ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΦέ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎƳŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ  
but it turned out to be an excellent house with a fair-sized garden 



He built the Hope Mission Room in Shirley Street, where bible classes were held  
for men and women and a Sunday School attracted 200 scholars  

Hope 
Mission 
Room 

Another mission room was built in the Sytch district under the devoted care of Mrs Bowers 
 

{ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ ммΣллл 
  He eventually secured  four curates, a church army captain and a lady worker  



Rev Graham held open air 
services at Burslem Wakes and 
regular temperance meetings 
 

IŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ 
month and went to the pubs 
and gave out tokens to be 
returned when the men 
attended church 

άLƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŘǊǳƴƪŜƴƴŜǎǎ 
was rampant and we were 
always on the temperance 
ǿŀǊǇŀǘƘΦέ 

HIS MINISTRY IN BURSLEM 



SPORT AND RECREATION 

άL ǎŜǘ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L ǳǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ 
courts to great advantage and I was one of the first members 
of Trentham Golf Club. 
 

I took two weeks holiday in spring and a month in the summer. 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎΦέ 
 

He kept a sketch book at hand to record the events of the day 
 
  



¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  
were born in Burslem 
 

John in 1885 

Ruth in 1886  Eric in 1889 

Kenneth was born in Newcastle  
in 1901 

GROWING FAMILY  



John helping to ring the church bell Eric aged two 



BURSLEM CHURCH COMMITTEES 
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