3 Peter Christie Blair was born in 1854 in Largo, Fife, Scotland. His father Thomas was a gardener
o _ and in 1871 Peter, aged 17, was living with his parents and siblings and listed as an under

i S, gardener. By 1881 he was working at the world-famous Veitch plant nurseries in Chelsea and in
1886 he succeeded Zadock Stevens as head gardener at Trentham. He lived with his second wife
Charlotte and children, *Alexander, *Ethel [*from his previous marriage], Laelia, George and Doris,
in the Gardener’s House adjacent to the kitchen gardens north of Longton Brook.

Peter Blair - Trentham’s Last Head Gardener

Trentham'’s kitchen gardens came into prominence in the mid 1800s under the innovative head
gardener George Fleming, with the creation of large glasshouses, including the 600-yard long
glasshouse structure, known as the Trentham Glass Case. The glasshouses included a vinery,
pineapple and melon pits, an orange and fig house, a peach house and an orchid house. Peter
Blair made various alterations within the kitchen gardens including the rebuilding of several old
hot houses. But by the late 19th century the Trentham estate was in decline and, after the Hall
was demolished in 1911, the gardens were developed as public pleasure grounds. The
glasshouses were eventually dismantled to make way for new buildings such as the ballroom.
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when he was appointed horticultural
manager to the Royal Show, he devoted
much of the next three decades to the
organisation of the horticultural sections
of agricultural shows. For his long and
distinguished service to the practice of
horticulture, he was an made an
Associate of Honour of the Royal
Horticultural Society.
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He died at his home in Lindum Avenue in
Trentham on 23 October 1936. Part of e M WOk N T o :;-“,,; o
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he always endeavoured to inspire others
with his unbounded enthusiasm for
¥ | horticulture. Nearly half a century ago,
e 5 “Blair of Trentham” was a phrase on the
= - | lipsof every young gardener. Now he
has passed away at the advanced age of
eighty-two years, after a strenuous life.
i . A Heleaves a widow, three daughters and
Two Blair children, probably Laelia and Georg:g . two sons to mourn his loss”.
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