
Adolph Wenger of Trentham - 
The business, the family and the Priory



Adolph’s father, Albert Wenger was born in 
Lausanne, Switzerland on 2 November 1837. 
He emigrated to the UK in the 1860s. 

Albert married Harriet Heady and moved to 
Stoke on Trent.  In 1870 he started a business 
at 281 Waterloo Road in Cobridge as a 
manufacturer and supplier of colours, oxides 
and glazes.



By 1877 the factory had relocated to Parker 
Street in Hanley, where Albert named his 
manufactory the Helvetia Works. Helvetia is 
the female national personification of 
Switzerland, where Albert was born.
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Parker Street Works – advertisement, back stamp and samples of ware 

No automatic alt text available.

Tazza produced by A Wenger, Hanley in the Longwy style

Enamelled plaque
http://www.thepotteries.org/allpotters/1072a.htm
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The company moved to Etruria around 1900 
and developed into a successful manufacturer 
of materials for decorating ceramic, glass and metals

Aerial view of The  Wengers Ltd Ceramic Colour and Chemical works and the Etruria Pottery Works. http://www/britainfromabove.org.uk/image/EPW038490]



Top right image shows an aerial view of the Etruria 
factory next to the station

Bottom right satellite image shows that some of the 
buildings still exist today

Above image by Bert Bentley shows Etruria Station 
adjacent to the Wenger factory

Wengers Ltd Factory



Adolph Henry Charles Wenger, born in 
1877, was the second of Albert and 
Harriet’s eight children.  He was 
educated at Newcastle-under-Lyme 
School and abroad. 

He entered the family business and 
ultimately succeeded his father as 
Chairman and Managing Director, 
becoming one of the principal 
industrialists in North Staffordshire. 



Isabelle Wenger (known as Belle)
Adolph married Isabelle Lovatt, of 
Newcastle in June 1902.

They lived in Fern House, Sidmouth 
Avenue, Newcastle until 1911.



In 1911 Adolph bought The Priory – previously Trentham Vicarage - and its extensive gardens. 
The house, which stood behind the site of the Mausoleum on Stone Road, was a late eighteenth century mansion. 

The grounds included a rose garden, tennis court and a summer house. 
A ballroom and billiard room were later additions.

Britain from Above 1948_EAW016077



1924 Map showing The Priory in relation to the Mausoleum and Trentham Gardens

OS Map 1924



Aerial view and map of The Priory 
showing the surrounding buildings 

and the extent of its land

In 1914 Adolph purchased a further 21 acres of land surrounding The 
Priory. The  boundaries were the railway line to Trentham Park Station 
to the north (behind where Werburgh Drive is now); New Inn Lane to 
the east; the Longton Brook and part of Longton Road to the south; 
and part of Stone Road and behind the Mausoleum to the west. 
Current roads are shown in white.

Britain from Above 1948_EAW016078 1924 OS map with current street map overlay



Nine members of staff were regularly employed at The Priory to serve the Wenger family. 
These included a cook, a butler, two housemaids, a governess and a part-time seamstress.

They lived in quarters on the north side of the house. A chauffeur and two gardeners 
lived at Paddock Cottages, off Longton Road and the estate’s farmer lived at the farm. 

Other local residents were employed when required.

Harvesting on the Wenger estate in the 1940s
Bebbington collection 

William Perrins, cowman, and one of 
The Priory housemaids in the 1930s

Private collection

Household staff



The Wenger family in WW1: Albert (father). Adolph, Harriet (mother), Edward, Dorothy, 
Leo, Edward’s wife Kate, Theodore, Eugenie and Noel 

Adolph’s brothers and 
sister served in WW1: 
Colonel Edward 
Wenger served with 
the 5th Battalion of 
the North Staffs 
Regiment and was 
awarded a Military 
Cross in 1916.

Theodore and Noel 
also reached the rank 
of colonel, in the Tank 
Regiment and the 
Royal Flying Corps. 

Leo was a petty 
officer with the Royal 
Navy Air Service and 
his sister Dorothy was 
a Red Cross nurse. 

The Wenger family 
suffered from the wide-
spread anti-German 
feeling which prevailed 
during the Great War due 
to its German-sounding 
name. 

Despite its position in 
local society and the fact 
that four of Adolph’s 
brothers were on active 
service, the windows of 
their Etruria factory were 
smashed. 

Such was the family’s 
unease at their situation, 
they were forced to issue 
postcards demonstrating 
their loyalty to King and 
Country.

The Wenger family and World War One



Adolph and Belle Wenger’s four children in 1911: 
James, Reginald and Violet, with Rita in the cart 

Adolph’s own family



Adolph was very active in the public life of the area. During his lifetime he served as a member of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Town Council and Trentham Parish Council. He was also a Justice of the Peace for Stoke-on-Trent. In 1935 he was appointed 

High Sheriff of Staffordshire. He was also elected as the Vice-President of the North Staffs Chamber of Commerce. 
His interests included golf, motoring and foxhunting

Belle with Adolph in his High Sheriff regalia 

The family Daimler 

The family on holiday

Adolph in public life



Belle and public service

During WWII Belle was chair of the Trentham Red 
Cross and Hospital Supply Depot.

Meeting at The Priory for the duration of the war, 
the working party of local women produced 
10,350 garments.

Of these, 5,958 were sent as comforts for the 
forces and prisoners of war and the remainder 
were used by hospitals and for people of 
liberated Europe. 

The Sentinel reported that the supply depot had 
officially  closed on 15 December 1945.



Belle and Adolph hosted many local events over the years, 

including  garden party fetes, American Tea Parties 

and tennis tournaments in aid of the 

Trentham Nursing Association.  

On these occasions the gardens were open 

for visitors to inspect.

Fundraising events 

Belle receiving a bouquet from Ann List  in 1938

Belle and other ladies of the parish with Rev Grimes 
in the early 1930s



Adolph’s elder son, James, married Muriel Lefevre in 1935 and he joined his father in the family business. As  a 
young man, James was well known as  a breeder of Irish setters and he later became an important figure in the 
local Conservative party. On the 1939 Register they are living at Bury Bank House, Darlaston.

James Wenger



Adolph’s elder daughter, Violet, married the Rev. Ivo Knowles of Longsdon, in 1938. 
In 1944 he moved to St. John’s in Trent Vale and the family lived in the vicarage on Newcastle Road. 

Violet Wenger



Adolph's younger son, Reginald, studied 
medicine at Cambridge, qualified as a doctor in 
1933 and on the 1939 Register he was working 
as a surgeon at Leicester Royal Infirmary.

In April 1940 he married a doctor named 
Margaret Dow and he later joined the Army.

In the 1950s the family moved back to 
Staffordshire, Reginald joined the family business 
and they settled in Standon.

Reginald Wenger



Adolph's younger daughter, Rita is seen here in World War Two 
when she was a member of the Auxiliary Territorial Service 
(ATS).

She rose to the rank of Subaltern and was based in Southern 
England.

After the war, Rita returned to live at The Priory with her 
parents until Belle's death in 1959 when she moved to 
Somerset.

Rita Wenger



For nearly 50 years members of the Wenger 

family occupied The Priory.  Adolph died in 1954, 

after a short illness. Belle died in 1959, having 

suffered a stroke in 1953.  Following her death the 

contents of the Priory were auctioned off and 

shortly afterwards, the building was demolished 

and houses were built on the site. The gateposts 

to The Priory can still be seen on the path from 

the A34 to Coniston Place. 

The family name is preserved in Wenger Crescent.

End of an era



Wengers Ltd

Advert 1955Advert 1946

Advert 1880

Advert 1919

Wengers Colours continued in business 
for over a century until 1982, when 

it was sold to Harrison Mayer Ltd
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