
A Virtual Walk 
in the Park 
With Alan Myatt



The Route

The route starts at the bridge on 
Park Drive, Trentham ST4 8AE

This walk aims to show the many 
uses this relatively small area of 
parkland has seen over previous 
centuries.  Some traces have 
disappeared, but others remain 
today, if you know where to look!



STOP 1 - On the Bridge 

Standing on the bridge that crosses the Park 
Brook and looking upstream, the scene was 
very different in 1597 when Sir Walter Leveson 
leased out a water powered bloom-smithy to a 
certain John Oldcott of Talke for a period of 
three years and three months. 



STOP 1 - On the Bridge 

This was an ideal location where there was no 
shortage of wood to make charcoal.  

Oldcott also leased Lower Tunstall Pasture 
which is marked on a Trentham estate map of 
1599 at the County Record Office in Stafford.



Tunstall is a combination of two old 

English words from the 7th 

century. TUN denotes a farm, and 

STAELL denotes a settlement.  

Nether Tunstall Pasture was the area 

where the square reservoir was later 

constructed. 

Twelve fields were enclosed by Lord 

Gower in 1720 to extend his park. 

This required the public footpath to 

¸Ŝ IƻƭƭƻǿŀȅΩ ǘƻ ōŜ abandoned for a 

path further north. 

The carriage drive built to Gravel Pit 

Lodge (built 1859) ran through a 

field marked 'Wash Thee Dish' on 

the 1599 map. The west side of the 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ϥ/ƻǿ tƻƻƭΩΦ 

STOP  1- Trentham estate map of 1599 with field names



The bridge itself was built in 1767 to 

cross a double Ha-ha which separated 

the gardens from the park.  It was 

moved to its present position over Park 

Brook at the completion of the new hall 

sometime after 1843. 

The bridge with two lanterns spoiled 

Capability Brown's vision of his open 

landscape from the hall, so it was used 

to replace the old bridge, probably 

constructed by Francis Smith of Warwick 

when he re-modelled the hall in 1737. 

The Ha-ha was moved back 80 feet in 

the 1840s. 

STOP  1 - The Bridge

This engraving of 1843 shows the old bridge over Park Brook. The DǳƪŜΩǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 
is conveying Lady Evelyn Leveson-Gower with her new husband Lord Blantyre, 

to Lilleshall after their marriage at Trentham.



After crossing the bridge a gap in the 

trees reveals a view of the grand west 

entrance to Trentham Hall, with its 

porte-cochère. This was left in situ when 

the hall was demolished, probably 

because it was too massive to be sold, 

unlike the rest of the hall which was 

brick rendered to imitate stone.  

The crescent shaped corridors, now in 

ruins, led to the grand staircase and 

guest bedrooms to the left, while the 

right corridor led to the conservatory, 

libraries and private wing used by the 

Duke and Duchess. Standing on the 

gravel forecourt, in front of the porte-

cochère, was a bronze figure of Diana at 

the Chase holding a bow and arrow. 

STOP  2 - The West Entrance to Trentham Hall 



Continuing on beside the boundary fence, 

ϥ/ƻǿ tƻƻƭ tŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ 

the left on the other side of the fence is a 

flat area which was the cricket ground.  

Cricket was being played at Trentham from 

at least 1849 when meetings are recorded 

at the Trentham Inn on the Stone Road. 

A two day match was arranged between 

the All England XII and Staffordshire on 

25th and 26th August 1851. Torrents of 

rain on the second day made play 

impossible, so they completed the match 

on the 27th. The result was a draw.

Stafford Cricket Club played at Trentham 

on a regular basis from 1847.

STOP 3 -  The Cricket Ground  

LƳŀƎŜΥ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ς Alan Myatt



On the south side of the perimeter 

fence a new attraction was opened 

by the entertainment manager 

Geraldo on 6 July 1965. It was a 

sky-lift operated by Anthony 

Bagshaw of Uttoxeter, who had 

similar rides at Alton Towers and 

Llandudno. 

Day trippers were transported by 

open-air gondolas from the 

children's play area to the summit 

of the Fern Hills, giving wonderful 

views without the effort of the 

arduous climb up the 1 in 7 hill.  

STOP  4 ς The sky-lift

Image: Sentinel newspaper



STOP  4 ς The sky-lift

On Sunday 23rd September 1971 

the mechanism jammed on a 

particularly windy day, leaving 

20 people stranded in mid-air for 

five hours, being rescued by 

firemen with ropes and ladders.

 The ride was investigated to 

determine the cause, but never 

reopened. 

Images: Courtesy of Philip Bradbeer



STOP  5 ς Military camp

Bearing right, before the 
woods, the decaying bases 
of military huts can be seen 
along the old military road. 

On 17th June 1940 the 505 
Field Company Royal 
Engineers arrived from 
Knutsford and dug long 
latrine trenches and 
erected a forest of bell tents 
along strict military lines. 

LƳŀƎŜΥ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ - Alan Myatt



STOP  5 ςFrench troops

The tents were soon occupied by over 4000 French 
soldiers. They included survivors from a brigade of 
the Foreign Legion and the Mountain Light Infantry, 
who were diverted from Norway when France fell to 
the Germans.  

A period of uncertainty followed when some troops 
rallied to General de Gaulle, others chose to be 
repatriated. 

A contingent of French sailors [pictured] were also 
interned for a time. 

The camp was closed by late November 1940. 
Image: Sentinel newspaper


