Trentham Parish Church
Origins
There has been a place of Christian worship here
since the time of St Werburgh in 680AD. The oldest
relic is a penitential cross in the churchyard on
which her body is said to have rested on its way to
Chester. The Augustinian Priory, built on the site
in 1100 and dedicated to St Mary and All Saints,
was an important place on the pilgrimage route
between Chester and Lichfield, which has been
revived as the Two Saints Way.
The Priory was seized by Henry VIII and in 1540 the
estate passed into the ownership of the Leveson
family. The Priory became their private home.
Throughout the 18th Century the family rose in
prominence, taking the title Duke of Sutherland in
1833. The second Duke, George Granville Leveson
-Gower, embarked on a massive rebuilding project
with the renowned architect Sir Charles Barry.

Trentham Church 1842

The church was entirely
rebuilt to Barry’s design,
incorporating the Norman
pillars and an earlier porch. It
was rededicated in 1844 and
this is essentially the building
we see today,
The Sutherlands moved away
in 1905, but are remembered
through the fine side chapel
which contains family
memorials, including a statue
of the second Duke and an
effigy of Duchess Harriet and
other gifts to the church.
The tiled floor was a gift from
Herbert Minton. His factory
also installed the decorative
tiles on the North Wall, most
of them being memorials to
tenants and employees of the
Trentham Estate. These
artefacts contribute to the
Grade II* listed status of the
church.
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The Great War
Archdeacon John Malcolm Graham was appointed as Vicar in 1911, and saw the
church through the turbulence of wartime and the sale of the estate.
Many families faced uncertain futures, fearing for their homes and employment
following the departure of
the Sutherland family.
A number of parishioners
enlisted in 1914 and more
followed. Some returned,
but there were many
casualties and 16 local men
lost their lives in service to
their country.
Trentham Church today
The church today has a vibrant, lively congregation,
with a mission to “Share the love of Jesus” with the
local community. Its position on the Trentham Estate,
with magnificent views over the lake, has earned it
the title of “The Church in the Gardens”.

Archdeacon Graham had the
reputation of a good parish
visitor and would have been
there to comfort those
worried for their men folk
and especially those
suffering grief and loss.

A Roll of Honour was placed in church as a tribute
to those who had given their lives in both wars

