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The aim of the RAF Volunteer Reserve Training Centre was to provide a pool of
trained men who, when qualified, could be posted to RAF squadrons. When
war was declared they were classed as mobilised. Considered important enough
to have a Wing Commander as Commanding Officer, nearly 200 personnel were
under training at Trentham early in 1939, including 20 pilots, 64 wireless

operators / air gunners, 10 observers and 100 ground staff.
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Arrival of bank staff from London to establish the Central Clearing H
for the Bank of England in the ballroom of Trentham Gardens
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Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain broadcasts to the nation
that: 'This country is at war with Germany'
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